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The doctrines of Emanuel Swedenbourg hav- | 


ing been lately the: ſubject of much converſation 
doth here, and npon the Continent, being there 
| adhered to by ſeveral perſons of Eminence, aud 
favoured in Sweden by the King and the Duke of 


— 
———— — e. 


who deny a Trinity of perſons in che Godhead, 
| they ſuppoſe the Trinity to exiſt in the perſon of | 


Chriſt, io a kind of threefold operztion of qua- 


j 


Sundermania, as peculiar'y diſtin& from every 
other {, ſtem of divinity in Chriſtendom, and ia 
general founded upon philoſopbical truths, Kc. a 
lummary of tem may not be unamuſing to our 


| Tties, &c.— They hold che notion of pardon ob- 
| tained by a vicarious ſacrifice or atonement as a | 
| fundamental error; but that repentance is the 
foundation of happireſs, and that it conſiſts in a | 
man's abſtaining. from evils, &c. which is produc- 
| tive of regeneration, which is not an inſtantane- 
' Ous, but a gradual work, — That there are not any 
| angels in heaven or hell, created ſuch ; but that 
the ſubjeRs there ſo called become ſuch in conſe- 
quence of their attachment in a ſtate of kumanity 
to good, or evil.— That there is no reſurrection 
bf the material body; but that man at the Nour 
% pf death is clothed with a ſpiritual vehicle in a 
human form which ariſes from his predom:nant | 
dove of good or evil, &c, and that death is 2 
Fontinuation of life.— That all the paſſages in the 
Scripture generally underſtood to Ggnify a de- 
| Rruction of this world by fire, &c. commonly 
| Ealled the laſt judgment, are poſitively nothing 
more than metaphorical deſcriptions of che de- 
ſtroction of the world of error and falſe doctrine 
as held by the old churches, viz. all other ſyſ- 
tems; aud that this is finally to be effected by 
| the propagation- of the truth by the doctrines of 
Emanuel Swedenbourg, &c. and that as what is 
commonly ſuppoſed the creation of the world in 
the Molaic writings, was only the ſormaiion of a 
| true church in the perions of Adam and Eve; fo 
| the creation of new heavens, and a new earth is 
| | How to be effected by the fame 'me=ns, which is 
| finally to overcome ail others; and in this ſenſe | 
the Jaſt judgment began in the year 1757, in the 
publication of the theological works of the Swe- 
diſh nobleman, their petrorr, 
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To my much Reſpetted Friend, 


9 RE####% DF##*##*, 


S I R, 


HAD lately the Happineſs, on two 
ſeveral Occaſions, of being preſent 


in Company, where the Writings of 


BARON SWEDENBORG were the Sub- 
jet of Converſation. The chief 
Speakers were a young Man, whom, 
on Account of his ſingular Modeſty, 
Candour, and good Senſe, I ſhall at 
preſent call SorhRON, and an elderly 
Country Clergyman, whom I ſhall beg 
Leave to mtroduce to you under the 
Name of Pnit avtLenuus, by Reaſon 
of his unbounded Charity and Benevo- 
lence. 

The Company ſeemed attentive to 


the Converſation, and were too much 
A inter- 


[m3 
intereſted in it to endeavour to divert 
it to any other Subjett - and I, for my 
own Part, was ſo fully ſatisfied with 
what was ſaid, and it made ſuch an 
Impreſſion on my Mind, that when I 
came home I determined to write it 


down; and I herewith ſend you a Copy 
of what I have written, in the Way of 


Dialogue between the two Speakers 
abovementioned, - believing it to con- 
tain, as nearly as poſſible, the Sub- 


ſtance of all that was ſaid on either 


Side. e 
That you may the better enter into 
the Spirit of the Dialogue, it may be 
expedient to acquaint you further with 
the Characters of the Speakers. So- 
PHRON is a young Student juſt returned 
from the Univerſity, and preparing to 
enter into the Miniſtry, and had never 
ſeen the Writings of Baron Sweden- 
borg till after his firſt Converſation 
with 
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Enn 
with PulLAbELPDHVUs on the Subject, 
but is ſince become a great Admirer 
and diligent Reader of them. PUuILA- 
DELPHUS, on the other Hand, has 
been an aſſiduous Reader of thoſe Writ- 
ings for many Years, and to a very 
clear and comprehenſive Knowledge of 
their Contents, has joined a ſuitable 
Practiſe, his whole Life being under 
the Regulation of a truly Chriſtian 
Spirit. He never ſpeaks on Baron 
Swedenborg, or the Subject of his 
Writings, but with a Degree of Ani- 
mation which warms and delights his 
Hearers, convincing them that he is 
in earneſt, and yet with a Spirit of 
Moderation, Candour, and Charity, 
which prevents their being captious or 
offended. He fays, the Tendency of 
thoſe Writings is fo truly CHRISTIAN; 
they fo exalt the CRRISTIAN Re- 


deemer; ſo open, explain, and recon- 
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97 
cile the Cnur1sT1an Scripture; ſo 
teach and enforce a truly CHRISTIAN 
Life ; that the Piety they inculcate is fo 
ſublime, and the Morality ſo pure; the 
Reaſoning contained in them ſo ſolid, 
and the Variety of heavenly Know- 
ledge they unfold ſo extenſive, that it 
is impoſſible but every Chriſtian, who 
has any Spark of Goodneſs in his 
Heart, muſt ſooner or later greatly re- 
vere them, and find himſelf benefited 
by the inſtructive Leſſons therein pre- 
ſented to him. Nevertheleſs, PI LA- 
DELPHUS is not haſty to preſs theſe 
Writings upon any Perſon, unleſs he 
obſerves a previous good Diſpoſition, 


likely to make a proper Uſe of them: 


He ſays that others would only read 
them in a vain Spirit of Curioſity, for 
the Sake of talking and diſputing about 
them, and would thus ſeparate them- 


ſelves further from the genuine End of 
the 


r 


1 
the Truths they contain, and the 
Virtues they inculcate, which are 
Humility, Charity, the right Worſhip 
of God, and a truly pious Life. PuI- 
LADELPHUS is on this Account much 
afraid of theſe Writings being mM1s- 
CONCEIVED, and thereby PERVERTED 
and ABUSED by thoſe who read them 
in the abovementioned Spirit; and 
therefore he moſt earneſtly cautions all, 
eſpecially Younc Perſons, to read 
them with numsrE Minds, ſecking 
rather to MEND THEIR HEARTS, than 
tO FILL THEIR HEADS WITH MERE 
KNOWLEDGE. He ſays that much 
Science, eſpecially of holy Things, if it 
be not well qualified by Humility and 


Charity, produces $p1RITUAL INTO xXI- 


'CATION, and that more real Miſchief 


comes from ſuch a yE ATED INTEMPE=- 
RATE ZEAL in Favour of what is called 
Truth, before it is well tempered with 


A 3 Charity, 
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1 
Charity, through Humility, Submiſ- 
ſion, and Obedience, than from almoſt 
any other Source. Hence, he has 
often told me, he dates the Birth of 
PERSECUTIONS, HERESIES, SCHISMS, 
and SEecTarIits of divers Kinds, 
with all that Variety of EXTERNAL 1 
CHANCGCES, REJECTIONS OF OLD 
Forms or Worsuie, and Apop— 


* 
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TIONS OF NEW ON ES, which, in all 
Ages, under an Appearance of reform- 
ing the Church, have left it as unſanc- 
tified as before, only changed in Name 
and Rituals, but not in Pover and 
Effect. PnILADpELPHVUs therefore moſt 
affectionately recommends it to all, 
who read the Writings of Baron Swe— 
denborg, to be ſure to underſtand them 
aright, and to join to ſuch Underſtand- 
ing ſound Charity, Sobriety of Mind, 
and Dilcreetnefs, through Obedience, 
before they go forth, either publicly or 


pri- 
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privately, to make them known to 
others, leſt their Zeal for the Truth 
being witHouT KNOwWI EDGE, they 
ſhould do more Harm than Good. He 
adviſes alſo, rather to have Reſpect to 
the Principle of Good in others, than 
to their particular Sentiments and 
Opinions; for he contends, that all 
who are truly c600D are RIGHT, or 
ſoon will be ſo, and that if they are 
not 600D, Or DESIROUS to become fo, 
it matters not what they BELIEVI, 
THINK, or KNOW. | 

PuilLADELPHUS has the moſt conſo- 
latory enlarged Views of the NEW IE/“ÄN 
RUSALEM Diſpenſation pointed at in 
the Writings of Baron Swedenborg. 


He ſays, ux pousTs Nor but ſooner 


or later it will become uNIVERSAL, 
extending to and bleſſing ALL Na- 
Tlons, ProPls, and LANGUAGES, 
being unconfined to any PARTICULAR 


Forms 


EE * 
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i 
Forms or Rituals of external Worſhip, 
and yet tending to purify and exalt 
ALL, by directing them to their proper 
End, the Knowledge and the Love of 
JESUS CHRIST. « Whoſoever (ſays 
« he) in any Part of the Earth, or 
« in external Communion with any 
« Church, worſhips the Loxpy Gon, 
«© the Redeemer in Spirit and in Truth, 
« keeping his Commandments of Love 
« and Charity, and bringing forth the 
« Fruits thereof in his Life and Ac- 
ce tions, he belongs to the TRUE 


c CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST, is a 


Member of his Body, and an Heir of 


© his Kingdom.” It gives PRILA DREI. 
PHUsS therefore much Concern, when 
he hears of. any who..(contending for 
Forms and external Expreſſions of 
Worſhip) are zealous and eager about 
CHANGES in ſuch outward Things. It 
is his common ſaying on ſuch Occaſions, 

he 
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6 
e The natural Man will be buſy in his 
* own ELEMENT;” to which he ſome- 
times adds, A Change of Words and 
« Forms of Worſhip has a fine Sound, 
ce and makes a fair Show before Men, 
ce but God ſeeks and loves a Change of 
« Hearts and Lives::” And therefore 
he earneſtly counſels all the Readers of 


the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, in 
this Reſpett rather to regard Purity of 


Heart and Life, as the ESsSsENTIAIL. 


Worſhip in which God moſt delights, - 


telling them that To THE PURE ALL 


TrinGs ARE PURE; and preſſing upon 


them the Obſervance of thoſe Words 
of the Lord, “ Cleanſe firſt that which 
« js within the Cup and Platter, that 
« the Outſide of them may be clean 
« Alo.“ Nevertheleſs, . PyH1LADEL- 
PHUS is of Opinion, that ſooner or 
later, as genuine Truth becomes more 
generally known and practiſed, it will 


exert 
* Matt. XIIli. 25. 
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exert it's ſalutary Influence even upon 
the ExTERNALS of Worſhip in every 
Chriſtian Church. But this he ſays can 
only be effected gradually according to 
Order, and by Perſons who have Au— 
thority to change Human Ordinances, 
and at all Events muſt be done with 
ſingular Prudence and Caution, other- 


wiſe it will be attended with miſchie- 


vous Conſequences; and therefore he 
adviſes all, in this Reſpett, to wait pa- 
tiently the Lord's own Time, and the 


Operations of his Providence, not run- 


ning faſter in their own Spirits than the 
Will of God leads them, but sUB M1T- 
TING TO THE ORDINANCES OF MAN 
FOR THE LoRD's SAKE, under a full 
Aſſurance, that howſoever imperfe& 
their preſent ExTErnats or Wor- 
$H1P may be, they themſelves are ac- 
cepted in the Sight of JESUS CHRIST, 
provided only they be ſincere in the 


U le 


1 
Uſe of them, having a true Reſpe& 
therein to this AL IGHTY FATEHER and 
REDEEMER OT MEN, and to his Com- 
mandments. 

Such are ſome of PüILADELITHVUs's 
leading Sentiments, and as I con- 
ceived them to be agreeable to your 
own, I have therefore ſent you a Copy 


of the Dialogues, in which you will ſee 
them further enlarged on, with an Ad- 


dition of others, which may perhaps 
give you equal Pleaſure. 

If it ſhould appear to you, that theſe 
Dialogues may be any Means either of 
recommending, or of preventing the 
Abuſe of, the valuable Writings in 
Queſtion, you are at Liberty to com- 
municate them to your private Friends, 
or to the Public, in any Way that you 
may judge moſt expedient. 


I remain, with all Reſpett, 
Your's, &c. 


Tux AUTHOR. 
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DIALOGUES, &.. 


BETWEEN 


SOPHRON and PHILADELPHUS. 


SOPHRONe. " 


OU have read then all the Wri- 
tings of Baron Swedenborg ? 
PRHII. All is TnzoLoO0G1CAL Wri- 
tings which have been publiſhed, and I 
believe the moſt material of his Pu1- 
LOSOPHICAL Works. 
Sor. Was the Author then a Phi- 
loſopher as well as a Theologian ? 
Pri. Natural Philoſophy appears 


to have been the favourite Purſuit of his 


carly Years, and he ſoon attracted the 
| B Attention 
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of the learned World by his various 
Publications on Philoſophical Subjects. 
« SoPH. Pray, Sir, may I aſk what 
were the Titles of his 9 
Works ? 

PII. Of thoſe which I have ſeen, 


one of the molt important and volumi- 


nous is entitled, Worxs PniLosoPnt- 
CAL AND MINERAL. It was printed 
under the Author's own Inſpettion, part 
at Leiplic, part at Dreſden, in three 


Volumes Folio, in the Year 1734. An- 


other Work equally important, tho? 
not ſo large, is entitled the c oN o 
OF THE ANIMAL KI NC DOM, in two 
Parts, printed at Amſterdam in the Vears 
1740 and 1741, in Quarto. Another 
has ſor it's Title, TE ANIMAL Kinc- 
Dou, in three Parts, one Part printed 
at the Hague, and the other at London, 
in the Years 1744 and 1745, in Quarto. 
The above Works were written in Latin; 

| | and 
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and beſides theſe ſeveral other Philo- 
ſophical Pieces were publiſhed by him, 
ſome in Latin, and ſome in the Swediſh 
Language, which I never read. The 
Titles however have been communicated 
to me, and are as follow. 

I. DæDbATLus HyPERBOREUS STOCK- 
HOLMLE, 1710, 1717, 1718, in Quarto, 
in fix parts, conſiſting of Eſſays and Re- 
marks on ſome Branches of Mathema- 
tics and Philoſophy. 

II. An Introduction to Algebra, un- 
der the Title of the Art of the Rules, 
publiſhed in the Year 1717. 

III. An Attempt towards fixing the 
Value of Money, and finding a Stand- 


ard for Meaſures, in ſuch a Manner as 


to ſuppreſs Fractions, and thus facilitate 

Calculation, : | 
IV. On the Poſition and Motion of 

the Earth and the other Planets, 1719. 


V. Of the Heighth of the Tides, 
B 2 WIL, 


| 
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with Proofs drawn from Facts in Swe- 
den, to ſhew that the Flux and Reflux 


of the Sea was greater formerly than it 


1s at preſent, 1719. 

VI. An Eſſay on the Principles of 
Natural Things, or the Way to explain 
Experimental Philoſophy by Geometry 
and Chemiſtry. + 

VII. New Obſervations and Diſco- 
veries on. Fire and on Iron, but more 
particularly on the Nature of elementary 
Fire, together with a new Form for con- 
ſtructing of Chimnies. | 
VIII. A new Method of diſcovering 
the Longitude, whether at Sea or on 
Land, by the Moon. 

IX. Miſcellaneous Obſervations, or 
a Collection of Oblervations on different 
Objects of natural Hiſtory, particularly 
on Minerals, on Fire, on the Strata 
of Mountains, and an Eſſay on Criſt- 
alization: There are beſides theſe ſome 


other ſmall Tracts of leſs Importance. 
| SOPH, 


SOPHRON AND PHILADELPHUS. 3 


Sor. If you would not think me 
too inquiſitive, I ſhould be glad to be 


informed more particularly concerning 


the Nature of Baron Swedenborg's Phi- 
lolophy, and the Subjects of the Works 
which you have read, as I ſhould wiſh to 
be acquainted with every Circumſtance 
that might help me to form a right Judg- 
ment of ſo extraordinary a Man; and it 
appears to me that if his Philoſophy be 
ſound and conſiſtent, and ſupported by 
ſolid principles, it will be a ſtrong Ar- 
gument in $avour of his Theology. 

PHIL. If I may be allowed to form 
a Judgment from what I have read, you 
will find the Philoſophical Works of Ba- 
ron Swedenborg full of ſolid Reaſoning 


and deep Inveſtigation; at the ſame Time 


you will admire the Order and metho- 


dical Arrangement in which he hath 


treated his ſeveral Subjects. His Ge- 


nius was moſt penetrating and compre- 
B 3 henſtve; 
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henſive; he was not contented with 2 
ſuperficial View of Nature's Operations, 
but dived into her Depths and inmoſt 
Receſſes, whence he hath brought up 
| | many Pearls of natural Knowledge for 
| thoſe, who have the Curioſity to ſearch 
for, and the Judgment to diſcern their 
| Value. He was not however a Sz: 1r- 
TAUGHT Philoſopher. Hehad enriched 
and enlarged his Underſtanding with the 
Writings of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Au- 
' thors, on their reſpective Subjects, in 


y the ſeveral Countries of Europe; ſo that 
| . GromeTry, PhysSICs, CHEMISTRY, 
AnaTomy, METALLURGY, and the 
whole Train of the Seiences, according 
to all the Improvements of modern Diſ- 
covery, ſerved him as Materials with 
which to erect the well conſtructed Fa- | 
bric of his own Syſtems. His Philoſo- | | 
phy at the ſame Time that it enlightens 


| the Underſtanding improves the Heart. 
He 
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He did not think it the Province of Sci- 
ence to darken the ſublime Truths of 
Theology; and you will therefore al- 
ways find him referring natural Phæ- 
nomena to ſpiritual Agency. He never 
loſes Sight of the cloſe Connettion be- 
tween the two Worlds of Matter and of 
Spirit; and thus his Syſtem opens to 
the Mind the moſt edifying Specu- 
lations, by teaching it to conſider all 
the viſible Univerſe, with every thing 
that it contains, as a Theatre and 
Repreſentation of that inviſible World 
from which it firſt derived it's Exiſtence, 
and by Connettion with which it con- 
tinually ſubſiſts. 


Sorg. You mentioned having read 


his Book entitled Works PuilLosoOPHI- 


CAL AND MINERAL; pray, Sir, what 
is the particular Subject and Deſign of 
that Book ? | 


PII. 
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Parr. It contains in the firſt Volume, 
an Enquiry into the Principles of natural 
Things, beginning with an Inveſtigation 
of the Laws of Athon in what is called, 
by the Author, the IRST NATURAL 
PoinT, or the firſt and moſt individual 
Limit of ſpiritual Agency in the World 
of Nature. The Philoſopher next pro- 
ceeds to the Conſideration of what he 
calls the FIRST FINITE or MarTTIR 
with its AQtivities; and hence he de- 
duces the Origin of the Elements, with 
their ſeveral Motions, Figures, Quali- 
ties, and Modes of Operation. This 
naturally leads him into a curious and 
intereſting Enquiry into the Exiſtence 
and Nature of the Sun and it's Vortex, 
the Cauſes and Laws of Magnetic 
Powers, the original Chaos, the Forma- 
tion of the Earth, the firſt State of Para- 
diſe and of Man therein, with other 
Speculations alike entertaining and im- 

portant 
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portant ; in all which you will be at a 
Loſs which to admire moſt, the ſolid 
Learning, the deep Inveſtigation, the 
mature Judgment, or the unaffetted 
Piety of the Philoſopher. The two 
other Volumes of this extraordinary 
Work form a complete Syſtem of M- 
TALLURGY, but with more particular 
Reference to the chymical Operations 
relating to. Iron and Copper, in the Pe- 
ruſal of which the curious Chymiſt and 
practical Mechanic will find their Cu— 
rioſity abundantly gratified and their 
Pains well rewarded. 


Soren. And pray, Sir, what is the 
particular Subject and Deſign of the 


two other Philoſophical Works, which 
you ſay you have read, the one entitled 
the ANIMAL Kincpom, and the other 
the Aconomy or THE ANIMAL 


Kincpom ? 
PRI. 
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Pait. They relate to the Structure 
of the human Body and it's ſeveral Parts, 
with their reipethve Uſes; highly wor- 
thy of the Attention of every Lover of 
Science, for the Subject Matter; the 
Manner in which it is treated; and the 
fublime Concluſions which. are thence 
deduced. You will there ſee collated 
the Experiments and Diſcoveries of the 
moſt celebrated modern Anatomiſts 
and Naturaliſts, as He1$5TER, WinsLow, 
MaLPtGiUs, SWAMMERDAM, BoOER- 
HAAVE, Coweesr, Ruvyscnivs, LEEVU- 
WENHOEK, and others; and you will 
ſee thoſe Experiments and Diſcoveries 
examined with the moſt diſcriminating 
Judgment, and the moſt ſublime Rea- 
ſonings deduced from them according 
to the Laws of the moſt critical Ana- 
lyſis. You will in ſhort find yourſelf 
led inſenſibly from a juſt Anatomy to 
a true and rational PsxcuoLoGyY, where 
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you will be ſurprized to ſee eſtabliſhed 
the moſt important and inſtruftive 
Truths relating to the human Spirit, 
with a Degree of Evidence and Con- 
viction which you would imagine the 
Subject incapable of. Every individual 
human Body, according to the Diſco- 
veries of Baron Swedenborg conſiſts 
of ſeveral Orders of Forms, diſtin— 
guiſhed from each other according to 
Degrees of Purity, where in the loweſt 
Degree is the Baſis or Receptacle of 
one ſtill purer and more interior, and 
this again of a higher Degree which is 
the moſt pure and inmoſt. In this 
higheſt Degree the human Spirit hath 
it's Reſidence, being a $PIRITUAL OR- 
GANIZZED Form, correſponding to that 
of the Body, and communicating Life 
thereto, whillt the Spirit itſelf receiveth 
Life from the ſpiritual World. And 
here our Philoſopher arrives at a Con- 


cluſion 
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clukon of the higheſt Conſequence to 
be rightly conſidered and underſtood, 
viz. that the Cauſe and Origin of the 
Organization, Life, and Action of the 
human Body, is to be deduced from the 
Organization, Life, and Action of the 
human Spirit received by continual In- 
flux from the Father of Beings, the 
Source of all Life, and the primary 
Cauſe of all Action in all the Creatures 
which he hath made. 

Sorh. I am much obliged to you 
for opening to me this clear though 
conciſe View oi the Philoſophy of Ba- 
ron Swedenborg; which, I muſt confeſs, 
appears much in his Favour, and in- 
clines me to give more Credit to his 
theological Sentiments; for though I be- 
. heve a Man may be a good Theologian 
without Learning and Philoſophy, and 
that heavenly Truth is of ſuch Simplicity 
as to admit of being both clearly un- 
derſtood 


14 
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derſtood and communicated without the 


Aids of earthly Sciences, yet where old 


Opinions are controverted, and new 
Ones adopted, as I am told is the Caſe 
in the Theological Writings of Baron 
Swedenborg, it ſhould ſeem as if all 
Qualifications and Aſſiſtances would be 
neceſſary on the part of the Writer, to 


oppoſe the Prejudices of others, and re- 


commend his own Sentiments. 

PHIL. Such Qualifications and Aſſiſt- 
ances were not wanting to Baron Swe- 
denborg, and whether we regard his natu- 
ral Genius and acquired Learning, his 
Family Connettions, his purity of Lite 
and Charatter, or the Employments and 
Dignities to which he was exalted in Con- 
lequence of theſe Qualifications, Ithink 
we need not ſcruple to aflert, that he 
was a Perſon admirably fitted both to diſ- 


cover the Truth himſelf, and to recom- 


mend it to others, 
C. PIII. 
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SOPH. You have given me ſufficient 
Proof of his Genius and Learning: I 


ſhould be glad to know Something of 
his Family Connettions and his private 
Character, together with his Employ- 
ments and Dignities. 

PHIL. As to his Family Connections, 
he was the Son of JES PER SWE DB ORC, 
who was Biſhop of WrsT- Gorunta, 
and of celebrated Character in his Time: 
He had four Siſters, one of whom was 
married to ERIC BENZ ELius, after- 
wards made Archbiſhop of Urs aL: Ano- 
ther was married to LARS BENZ EI- 
STIERNA, Who was promoted to a pro- 
vincial Government. In Regard to his 
private Charatter, it appears to have 
been altogether irreproachable, or ra- 
ther altogether moſt commendable, be- 
ing formed in every Reſpett according 
to the excellent Spirit of the four Rules 
which he preſcribed for the Regulation 

ol 
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of his daily Conduct, and which were 
found amongſt his Manuſcripts after his 


Deceaſe, viz. I. To read frequently 
the Word of God and meditate much 
upon it. II. To be always reſigned 
to, and content under, the Care of 
Providence. III. To obſerve a De- 
cency and Propriety of Conduct, 
and to keep a Conſcience pure and 
without Offence. IV. To be obe- 
dient to what is ordained; faithful 
in the Diſcharge of the Duties of his 
Station, and to do all in his Power 


to render himſelf uſeful to all with- 


out Exception. As to his Employ- 
ment and Dignities, they were {ſuch as 
might juſtify the Expettations which his 
extraordinary Qualities had given Birth 
to; for at a very early Age he became 
an Object of royal Attention and Fa- 
vour, being admitted to frequent Con- 

C 2 | verſe 
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verſe with Charles XII. then King of 
Sweden, and appointed by him to the 
Office of Aſſeſſor of the Metallic Col- 
lege, a Place of great public Truſt and 
Emolument. He was alſo enobled in 
the Year1719by Queen Urrica Els a- 
NORA, and named SWEDENBORG, from 
which Time he took his Seat with tne 
Nobles of the Equeſtrian Order, in the 
Triennial Aſſemblies of the States. He 
was made a Fellow, (by Invitation) of 
the Royal Academy of Sciences at Stock- 
holm, and had a like Honour conferred 
on him by foreign Societies. He lived 
in much Efteem with the Biſhops and 
Nobles of his own Country, and his 
Acquaintance was alſo ſought after by 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed Perſons in vari- 
ous Parts of Europe, with many of whom 
he continued to correſpond till his Neth. 

Soru. Sir, I mult acknowledge that, 


according to your Account, the Cha. 


racter 
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rater of Baron Swedenborg claims Re- 
ſpect, and promiſes to add all the Autho- 
rity to his Dottrines that can be derived 
from ſuch a Source. But ſtill, Sir, you 
will excuſe me if I have yet my Doubts : 
Great Philoſophers, we know, and Men 
of the moſt extenſive Learning, and of 
the fineſt Talents (whether natural or 
acquired) have not always been moſt 
diſtinguiſhed for their Knowledge of Di- 
vine Truths. Baron Swedenborg there- 
fore might be an excellent Scholar and 
a good Metallurgiſt, and yet but an in- 
different Theologian. Pardon me then, 
if, for fuller Satisfaction on a Subject of 
ſuch Importance, I trouble you with 
tome further Enquiries. 

PII. I ſhall not account it any 
Trouble to anſwer all your Queſtions 
according to the beſt Light that I my- 
felf have received; and it will be a 
particular Pleaſure to me, if either your 

C 3 Queſtions 
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. Queſtions or my Anſwers may conduce 


to the Diſcovery of the REAL Truth, 


which I truſt is the Pxixciyar OBJuct 


we both have at Heart, and are in Pur- 
fuit of 

SoPH, I feel myſelf happy in the 
Liberty you allow me of ſeeking In- 
formation, and truſting with you that 
Truth is the only ground of my En- 
quiry, and not Curioſity or barren Spe- 
culations, and {till leſs the Petulance 
of Controverly, I ſhall herein ground 
my firſt Queſtion, wiſhing you to ex- 
plain a principal Difficulty, which I 


confeſs perplexes me in Regard to the 


Theological Writings of Baron Sweden- 
borg, and which is this—If the Truth 
be contained in thoſe Writings, why 
does it not ſtrike all Men alike with the 
Force of its Evidence ? I have always 
conceived Truth to be Somewhat ſo 
clear and convincing in itſelf, that it 

| carried 
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carried it's own Teſtimony along with 


it; but in Regard to the Theological 


Writings of Baron Swedenborg, the 
Opinions of Men are much divided: 
Some inſiſt they contain the moſt un- 
equivocal Characters of Truth, whilſt 
others aſſert the direct contrary. How 
then can theſe Writings contain the 
Truth? 

Pair. Your Difficulty herein, my 
dear Sir, is grounded ſolely in your 
own wrong Conception reſpetting the 
Evidence of Truth. It is certain, 
Nothing is Id ITS ELF ſo clear and ſo 
convincing as TRUTH, but then it is 
equally certain, that all Minds arenot in 
a STATE to be lo affected by it's Clear- 
neſs, as to receive Conviction. I fancy 
we are both agreed, that Nothing is more 
true than THE WorD or Gop, this 
being the very Es$ENTIAL TRUTH; 
and yet, how plain is it to ſee that Tyz 


Won 
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Word or Gop 1s EI does not carry 
Convittion with it to all Minds! The 
Reaſon whereof is plainly pointed out 
by our Lord, where he ſays, © He 
te that is of God heareth God's Words; 
ye therefdre hear them not, becauſe 
« ye are not of God.,”* Your Argu- 
ment therefore will apply equally a- 
gainſt the TRUTH of the Ho Scr1yP- 
TURES as againſt the WxriTtinGs of 


BARON SWEDENBORG. 


SoPn. But might not the Writings 


of Baron Swedenborg, ſuppoſing them 


to contain the Truth, have been more 
clear and ſatisfactory? J am told there 


are many Things contained therein of 


a deep and myſterous Nature, which 
few, if any, can comprehend ; many 
Things alſo, eſpecially in his xEMOR“ 
ABLE RELATIONS, which are Matter 


of 


1 John vili. 47. 


pt 
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of Stumbling and Offence, even to 
well-difpoſed Minds: Now, ſuppoſing 
theſe int to contain THE TRV rn, 
how is *that they contain ſuch deep 
Myſteries, which can be profitable to 
very few, and ſuch offenſive Paſſages 
as may prove a Stumbling-block to 
many ? 

PHIL. You do not ſurely conſider, 
Sir, that this Argument alſo will hold 
equally good againſt the holy Scrip- 
tures, as againſt the writings of Baron 
Swedenborg. (Do not miſconceive 
me however, as if I meant hereby to 
put the holy Scriptures, and the Wri- 
tings of Baron Swedenborg on a Level, 
and to conſider them alike inſpired.) 
I only wiſh to obſerve, that in. the 
Holy Scriptures there . are many 
Things of a deep myſterious Nature, 
which few, if any, comprehend; and 
there are many Things alſo which have 


given, 
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given, and do ſtill give great Offence, 
and prove a Stumbling-block to ſeveral; 
and yet no wiſe Man conſiders ſuch 
Things as Arguments againſt their high 
Reaſonableneſs and Truth. Number- 
leſs weighty and ſolid Reaſons might 
be aſſigned in Juſtification of the Di- 
vine Wiſdom, in diſpenſing Truths to 
Mankind under myſterious, and, in 
ſome Inſtances, offenfive Forms: I 
{hall beg Leave to mention only Ox E, 
which ſtrikes my own Mind more par- 
ticularly, and which is this: It appears 


to me much better for ſome perſons, 


that they ſhould meet with OrrrNCE 
reſpecting the Truth, and be thereby 
prevented from ſeeing, acknowledging, 
and receiving it, ſince the Truth itſelf, 
if ſeen, acknowledged, and received, 
would but hurt them the more by en- 


crealing their Condemnation, 
SOPH. 


. = 
= 2 2 3 . 
J r r CY io. weaÞ©DÞ©o 


DoPHRON AND PaHrtADELPHUS. 23 


Sor. How, Sir! The Truth hurt 
any one by encreaſing his Condemna- 
tion! I confels I do not underſtand 
your Meaning. 

Pult. My Meaning, my dear Sir, 
is neither more nor leſs than what is 
contained in theſe few but weighty 
Words of the Lord on the ſame Sub- 
ject, where ſpeaking to the Phariſees 


he fays, © IH ye were bind, ye 


« ſhould have no Sin; but now ye ſay, 
« We fee, therefore your Sin remain— 
« th; * from which Words it ſhould 
appear, that it would have been better 
for the Phariſees, and they would have 
been leſs ſinful, had they been totally 
BLIND as to the Light of Truth, than 
SEEING as they fancied they $Aaw ; 
and therefore, as I oblerved, it may 
be perfectly conſiſtent with the Coun- 


{els 


® John ix. 14. 
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ſels of the Divine Mercy and Wiſdom, 
to hide ſuch Light from ſome Men's 
Eyes, either by enveloping it in My- 
ſtery and Obſcurity, or by preſenting 


it under ſuch an oFFENSIVE EXTER= 


NAL Fox, as may prevent them from 
ſeeing, acknowledging, and receiving 


1%: And thus God is exceeding merci- 
ful, in ſome Caſes, even where he 
ſeems to us moſt cruel, as where it is 
written, © He hath blinded their Eyes, 
&* and hardened their Heart, that they 
« ſhould not ſee with their Eyes, nor 
| « underſtand with their Heart, and be 
\ | | « converted, and I ſhould heal them.“ 
„ Sopn. What you ſay, Sir, appears 
to have ſome Foundation, but I con- 
feſs I cannot at preſent clearly com- 


prehend the Ground and Reaſonable- 
nels it. 


—_— 
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PII. Cannot you comprehend, 


Sir, that the ſole End and Deſign of 
all KNowLEtDGE and INSTRUCTION, 
which we call TzxuTy, is to amend the 
Heart and Life, by purifying the Will, 
by regulating the Aﬀettions, and re- 
forming the whole Man from earthy 
to heavenly Diſpoſitions. Now, if you 
can comprehend this END and Des16N 
of TxuUTH, you will at once diſcover 
the Ground and Reaſon, why the Di- 
vine Wiſdom is ſo ſcrupulouſly exact 
both as to the Mode and Meaſure of 
diſpenſing heavenly Truths to Man. 
For if a Man's Will and Affections 
be in ſo corrupt a State, as not to ful- 


fill the END of TRVUrn, by yielding 


an entire Obedience to it's DiQates, 
and thus coming into Reformation and 
Purification, 1t 1s very evident that 
Truth, to ſuch a Perſon, would not only 


be a very unprofitable, but a very hurtful 
1 Gift, 
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Gift, as it would be thę Means of his 
ſinning againſt a greater Light than 
before, amd would this bring upon 
him a greater Condemnation, accord- 
ing to thoſe other. Words of the Lord 
to the ſame Purport, © That Servant 
« which knew his Lord's Will, and 
« prepared not himſelf, neither did ac- 
« cording to his Will, ſhall be beaten 
« with many Stripes.”* 


Sorn. I think, Sir, I begin to un- 


derſtand you : You argue that the great 
End of Truth 1s Charity, or a good 
Life; and therefore that Truth is only 
ſo far diſpenſed to Man, and is uſeful 
to him as he is in a Diſpoſition to be 
led thereby to Charity, and by Charity 
to Newnels of Life: I admit the Force 
of your Argument, and truſt that what 


you have ſaid will be an uſeful Leſſon 
tO 


* Luke xii. 47. 
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to me for the future as to the Evidence I 
may leek of Truth, as well as in Regard 
to the Uſe I ſhall make of it: I thank 
you alſo for opening to me a new and 
moſt ſatisfactory View of the Divine 
Wiſdom in diſpenſing Truth\or Know- 


ledge to every one, according to the 


Ule they will make of it in applying 
it to Life, and conſequently in with- 
holding it from thoſe who would not 
be faithful in ſuch Application of it. 
And Methinks I ſee now an additional 
Force and Beauty in thoſe Words of 
the Pſalmiſt, „ Them that are meek 
“ ſhall he guide in Judgment, and 
„ ſuch as are gentle, them ſhall he 
© learn his Way.“ 

PHIL. It gives me much real Plea- 
ſure to find that your Eyes are opened 
to ſee into'a Matter of ſo much real 


D 2 Impor- 


* Pſalm xxv. 8. 
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Importance ; and I truſt that for the fu- 
ture you will ever hve under this Con- 
viction ; that Truth may be Truth, and 
vet be full of Myſteries, yea, even of 
Offences and apparent Contradi&ions, 
when viewed by Perſons of a certain 
Character, who are not in a State to 
profit by it in their Hearts and Lives; 
whilſt to the xREEK and GENTLE and 
well-prepared Mind, it will be found 
perfectly clear, convincing and fatil- 
factory in all Reſpetts; becauſe being 
applied to the Regulation of the Life, 
which is its ſole End, it will manifeſt it's 
Certainty in it's Tendency to produce 
all the ſalutary Effects of a pure Love 
towards God, and a pure Charity to- 
wards Man, in which the true Regu- 
lation of the Life conſiſts. 

SoPH. I beheve it is poſlible this 
may be the Caſe, and I hope I ſhall be 
enabled ſo to profit by your Obſerva- 


tions- 
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tions, both in reading the holy Scrip- 
tures and other Books written by Per- 
lons of acknowledged Piety, as not to 
be offended at thoſe Paſſages which may 
appear either myſterious or contra— 
dictory, But ſtill, Sir, you will excuſe 


me, if I cannot help thinking that the 


Teſtimony of Baron Swedenborg would 
have been rendered more effectual and 
convincing, had it been ſupported by 


ſome MIRACULous Evidence; and I 


am of Opinion that in a Matter of ſuch 
Importance, as the Subject of his Wri- 
tings ſeems to be, (ſo far as I can learn 
from others, for I have not yet read 
them myſelf) it was neceſſary it ſhould 
have been recommended and enforced 
in a Manner ſo extraordinary, and by 
Signs ſo indiſputable, that none could 


have been able to gainſay or reſiſt it. 


For my own Part, I muſt confeſs, had 


the Author been enabled to confirm his 
D 3 Doc- 
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Dottrines by Mix acLEs, I ſhould have 
made no Scruple to admit inſtantly their 
kigh Authority, and have paid them'an 
implicit Obedience. 

PHI. Lou conceive MiRACLES 
then, Sir, to be PRO ER Teſts of Truth? 

SorH. I do. 

Pait. And to be convincing Teſts 
alſo ? 

Sorg. Yes. 

PHIL. And tobe required as NECES- 
SARY Confirmations of every Diſpen- 
ſation of Truth? | 

SoPH, Sol conceive. 

PII. Will you anſwer me then 
theſe few plain Queſtions? Why were 
not all ALixE convinced by our Lord's 
Miracles, and by thoſe which MoszEs 
wrought in the Preſence of the Chil- 
drenof Iſrael? Why does our Lord re- 
prove the Jews for laying ſo mach Streſs 
upon this ſupernatural Evidence, as 

| | where 
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where he ſays, Ax evil and adulte- 
« rous Generation ſeeketh aſter a Sign”?* 
and in another Place, “Except ye ce 
« Signs and Wonders ye will not be- 
lieve” ? P Why were the Magicians of 
Egypt permitted to imitate the Mira— 
cles wrought by Moles and Aaron 2. 
Why are FALSE CuRIisTs, and FALSE 
PrRoPHETS, the Dx acon, the BEAST, 
and ANnTicnR1isT deſcribed as ſhewing 
great Signs and Wonders?) Why is it 
written, “If they hear not Moſes and the 
«Prophets, neither will they be perſuaded 
«<hough one roſe from the Dead”? q Why 


did not John the Baptiſt work Miracles, 
when yet he bare a faithful Witneſs to 


the Truth? And laſtly, Why doth not 
the Almighty ſtill work Miracles forthe 


Con- 
Matt. xii. 39. xvi. 4. + John iv. 48. 
See Exod. wii. 11, 22. Chap. viii. 7. 
5 See Matt, xxiv. 24. Rev. xili. 13. Chap, xvi. 14. 
2 Theſſ. ii. . 
+ Luke xvi. 31. 
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Conviction and Converſion of Jews, 
Turks, Infidels and Heathens? — Do not 
miſconceive me, as if I meant by theſe 
Queſtions to invalidate, in any ReſpeRt, 
the Divine Authority of Miracles, or 
to infer from hence that they are of xo 
Uſe in the Confirmation of Truth: 1 
thank God, I feel my Mind penetrated 
with a deep and lively Senſe of that Di- 


vine Power, which hath in all Ages thus 


diſcovered itſelf unto Man, and con- 
firmed the Dittates of it's own heavenly 
Wiſdom by ſuch weighty Proofs ; and 
I am willing to allow the Force of ſuch 
Evidence as far as it goes: All I would 
contend for reſpetting Miracles is, that 
they are not the ONLY PROPER, CON=- 
VINCING, - Or NECESSARY Teſts of 
Truth, and that Truth may be Truth 
without ſuch Teſts. | 

Sorn. But may I aſk then, To 
what End did our Lord and his Apol- 


tltes work Miracles ? 
PHIL, 
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Pair. The Miracles wrought by 
our Lord, and by his Apoſtles in his 
Name, had ſurely a rURTHER End 
than the mere Confirmation of the 
Truth of what they taught, being in- 
tended as ſo many o0UTWARD NATU- 
RAL Signs, to ſignify and make known 
unto Man the Nature of the Divine 
Power, in it's 1INWARD and SPIRITUAL 
Operations. Every Miracle therefore 
was an important Leſſon of heavenly 
Truth and Inſtruttion to ſuch as could 
view it in a ſpiritual Light, inaſmuch 
as it bore a moſt faithful Teſtimony to 
that redeeming Virtue communicated 
from the 1iNncarnaTE Gop to the 
Soul iNnwaRDLY, which it was then 
ſeen to do for the Body ovrt- 
WARDLY. I am always therefore 
much grieved to hear it aſſerted, that 
the s80LE Deſign of Miracles is to 
confirm the Truth of Doctrine, when 

It 


| 
1 
: 
| 
| 


— . 


34 DI ALOGUES BETWEEN 


it muſt be very plain to every conſide- 
derate Mind, that True Divine Mira- 
cles, if rightly regarded, do themſelves 
TEACH and DECLARE the Truth, as 
well as coNFIRM it: It is well how- 
ever to obſerve, that they neither teach 
nor confirm the Truth, except to ſuch 
as are in a State to receive the pRoyER 


and GENUIN E Evidence of Truth it- 


ſelf; and I will venture to add further, 
that the Evidence ariſing from Mira- 
cles May BE dangerous and hurtful to 
others not in that State. 

Sorh. In what Reſpetts ? 

Part. In comyPELLING Belief, 
where the Heart is not in a State to 
profit by it; ' in which Caſe, as was 
hinted before concerning Knowledge, 
it would be better not to believe. For 
the great End of 'Faith, or Behef, 
like that of Knowledge, being to re- 


form and amend the Life, if the Heart 
be 
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be not in a State to be reformed and 
amended, Faith or Belief is not only 
uſeleſs, but even prejudicial in encreal- 
ing Condemnation, by cauſing Man to 
{in againſt a greater Evidence than he 
would otherwiſe do. 

Sorn. You believe then, Sir, that 
the Evidence ariſing from Miracles is 
only ACCESSARYAas1t were to the GEN U- 
INE Evidence of Truth, and that the 
genuine Evidence of Truth itſel, as 
contained in itſelf, and communicated 
by and from itſelf, is it's moſt proper 
and convincing Evidence-? 

Prir. I believe ſo; and this in 
Conformity to the Lord's own Decla- 
ration, where he ſays, © If any Man 
« will do his Will, he ſhall know of the 
% Doctrine whether it be of God;”® and 
in another Place,“ Why even of your- 
« ſelves judge ye not what is right?“ T 


Our 
» John vii. 17. + Luke zii. 57. 
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Our Lord here points out the PRO ER 
and convincinc Evidence of Truth, 
as ariſing from the Doc rRINE of Truth 
itſelf, and in Agreement with that 
Principle in Man which is capable of 
JUDGING reſpecting it; and he points 
out alſo the proper Qualification for 
| Judging right, and being rightly con- 
vinced, v1z. a ſincere Defire To DO 


THE WIIIL or GoD. 


Sorry. TI think, Sir, I begin to 


apprehend the Force of your Reaſon- 
ing; but how ſhall I apply it ſo as to 
remove my Difficulties in regard to the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg ? Do 
they contain fuch INTERNAL, PROPER, 
and convincing Evidence as you 
conceive to be the Charatteriftic of 
Truth? If ſo, be kind enough to point 
out to me this Evidence in a few In- 


ſtances, for from the Love which 1 
: truſt 
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truſt I bear towards the Truth, I am 
perſuaded it will give me, Pleaſure to 
acknowledge it whereſoever I find it. 
Part. I ſhall be happy to give you 
every Satisfaction in my Power on this 
Subject: Nevertheleſs, there are ſome 
Things to be premiſed, reſpetling the 
MEASURE AND KIND or Evinexct 
TO BE LOOKED FOR on this Occaſion; 
and alſo reſpeding THz PERSONS T0 


4 
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WHOM SUCH EVIDENCE 1S PROPOSED, 
in Order to the forming a right Judg- 
ment. In Reſpe@ to Tur MEASUu A 
and KIND OF EVIDENCE TO BE 
LOOKED FOR, I ſhould wiſh firſt to 
obſerve, that we are not to expect, either 
in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, 
or in any other human Writings, the 
REAL IRUTH ITSELF. 
SoPpH. How, Sir! not expect the 
real Truth itſelf! What are we to ex- 
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pedt then? I confeſs I do not under- 
ſtand you. | 

PII. Have a little patience, Sir, 
and you will ſee clearly what I mean. 
All that human Writings can do, or 
are intended to do, is like St. John the 


Baptiſt to BEAR WITNESS TO THE 


TRV TH; they are not PROPERLY them- 
ſelves THE TRU TU, but are ATTESTA- 


TORS of the Truth: Iam here ſpeaking 


to you as a Chriſtian and a Philoſopher, 
and therefore ſhall not ſcruple to declare, 
that TxUTH PROPERLY SO CALLED, 
is not of human Origin; it is a Thing 
purely Divine; and of Conſequence, as 
THERE 1S NONE GOOD BUT ONE, AND 
THAT ONE 1s Gop, ſo PRO FPERLV 
ſpeaking, there is none TRUE, or the 
TxuTn, but One, and that is God 
and his Worp ; therefore our Lord, 
as being God, calleth himſelf, by Way 

of 
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of Eminence, Tus TxuTn,*and giveth 


the ſame holy Appellation alſo to his 


Word.t 
Sorn. What would you infer from 


hence ? 

Pair. That, PROPERLY SPEAKING, 
we are not to look either in the Writ- 
ings of Baron Swedenborg, or in any 
other human Writings, for the REAL 
TRUTH ITSELF, but only for a WIr- 


„Ess to the Truth; and it will there-. 
fore be a ſufficient Evidence in Favour 


ty tha * 2610 „ Baron Swedenborg, 


QI ws «4%. YV 21 ns 1 


if they can be proved To BEAR A 
FAITHFUL WIITNESss to the Truth. 
SoPH. You conceive then, Sir, 
this to be the true Diſtinction between 
the Word of God and the Words of 
Man, that the Word of God is the 


FE 2 REAL 


* John xiv, 6. 
+- John viii. 30, 45, 46. Chap. xvii. 17. and in 
other Places. 


| 


as in natural Philolophy, the REAI. 


to it, by opening and explaining it's 


r 
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REAL TRUTH ITSELF, and the Words 
of Man are only ſo far RUE, as they 


BEAR A FAITHFUL WITNESS TO THE 
WorD oF Gop ? 


"TIO r 


PHIL. That is my Meaning: For 


TRVr of that Science is the Wiſdom | 
of the Deity manifeſted in the various 

. „ , \ 
Works of Creation, ſo the true Philo- | 


ſopher cannot ſo properly be ſaid ſpeak | - 
that Wiſdom, as to Brar WirtNtss 


marvellous Operations ; in kke Manner 
in Theology, the REAL Txurn of this 
Divine Science is the Wiſdom of the 
Deity manifeſted in his Word, and the 
true Theologian cannot ſo properly be 
ſaid to ſpeak this Wiſdom, as to BEAR 
WIrNESs to it, by opening and ex- 
plaining it's true Senſes and Significa- 
tions. | 


SOPH, 
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Sorn. You would have the Theo- 
logical Writings of Baron Swedenborg, 
regarded then as BEARING TESTI- 
Mony or WITNESs to the Truth, and 
would eſtabliſh an Evidence 1n their Fa- 


vour according to this View of them? 


Part. I would; and conſidered in 
this View, and according to the Di- 
ſtinction here pointed out between THE 


REAL TRUTH ITSELF, and a WiTt- 


NESS TO THE TRUTH, it appears to 
me that the Evidence in Favour of 
the Writings of Baron Swedenborg is 
ſuch, as no $ERtouUs Chriſtian can poſ- 
ſibly oppoſe, or rejett. I ſay xoGsERI“ 
ous CuRrisTian, becauſe notwith- 
ftanding the Weight of Evidence in 
the preſent Caſe, much will ſtill depend 
ON THE PERSONS TO WHOM SUCH Ei- 
DENCE IS PROPOSED. 

Soru. But perhaps the Qualifica- 
ions xequired to admit this Evidence 


E 3 may 
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may be ſuch as fall to the Share of 
very few Perſons ? 

Pr1r. No, Sir; I require only thoſe 
Qualifications which ought to be con- 
MON to ALL CHRISTIANS, Viz. an 
Acknowledgement of the Divinity and 
Spirituality of the holy Scriptures, or 
Word of God, attended with a ſincere 
Deſire to underſtand the genuine Truth 
thereof, for the Purpole of living a 
Life conformable thereto. Where theſe 
Qualifications are found to exiſt toge- 
ther, I have no Doubt but the Evi- 
dence in Favour of the Writings of 
Baron Swedenborg, as BEARING A 
FAITHFUL WirNEsSS TO THE TRUTH, 
will be found moſt convincing. But 
if all, or either of theſe Qualifications 
be wanting ; if the Mind, for Inſtance, 
be in ſo diſordered a State, as not to be 
willing to allow the Divinity and Spiri- 
tuality of the Holy Scriptures ; or, 

| allowing 
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allowing this, if it be more contentious 


tor Syſtems of eſtabliſhed Opinions 


and the Traditions of Men, than for | 
he Diſcoveries of genuine Truth from | 
the Word of God; or, ſuppoſing it | | 


even an Advocate for the Truth, if it | 
be. yet careleſs reſpetting a Conformity 
| of Life to the heavenly and purifying 
4 Dictates thereof; in all theſe Caſes the ; 
| Writings of Baron Swedenborg will | 
| carry with them no Convittion, and 
; therefore it cannot be expected they 
4 will find any Reception. 
Soren. Well, Sir; taking it for 
| granted, that Perſons thus unqualified 
* cannot diſcern any Evidence in Favour 
: of the Writings 1n Queſtion, will you 
ö be pleaſed to inform me, what Ground 
or Reaſon you have to ſuppoſe, that 
| their Evidence will be admitted, as con- 
4 cluſive and convincing, by thoſe who 
poſſeſs the Qualifications you mention? 
PHIL. 
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Parr. The Anſwer to your preſent En- 
quiry is not ſo eaſy as to ſeveral of your 
former Queſtions; for in reading a Book, 
(of the Truth of which we are fully con- 
vinced ourſelves whilſt we are reading) 
it is not always an eaſy Matter to recol- 
leckt all the particular Arguments, Rea- 
ſonings, and Motives, which operated 
at that Time to produce Convittion in 
the Reader's Mind. This I have found. 
by Experience to be ſingularly the Caſe 
in Regard to the Theological Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg, every Page 
whereof brought with it tomy own Mind 
(whilſt reading) ſome additional Con- 
firmation of ſome preceding Truths not 
before Tully admitted or thoroughly un- 
derſtood, and which ft is impoſſible 
either fully to recollect, or explain to 
any other Perſon. Nevertheleſs, there 
a few GENERAL Points of Doctrine 
contained and explained in thoſe Writ- 

| INZS> 
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ings, which have left a more than or- 
dinary Impreſſion on my Mind, and 
which I cannot help thinking muſt ap- 
pear ſatisfactory and convincing to every 


{ober ſerious Chriſtian of the Character 


above deſcribed. 

Soru. What are they? 

Pull. The Doctrine concerning 
the CuRISsTIAN Loksp, concerning the 
SACRED SCRIPTURES, and concerning 
a TRULY CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

Sork. Pray, Sir, may I aſk, What 
is ine particular Doctrine contained in 
theſe Writings concerning the Chriſtian 
Lord ? 

Pair. You are not ignorant of the 
divided Sentiments of the Chriſtian 


World at this Day on this Subject 


how ſome believe JIrsus Cur1sT to be 
God, but then not the on Ly God, mak- 
ing him only a szcownD PERSON in the 
Divine Trinity, and acknowledging at 

the 
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the ſame Time Two OTHER PERSONS, 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, whom 
they conceive and ſpeak of as diſtinct 
from JESUS CuRklIs r. Thus, according 
to their Creed, the Chriſtian Lord and 
Redeemer JESUS ChRISTH is only a 
Kind of MEDIATORY OLINTERCESSORY 
God, whilſt God the Father is regarded 
as the God with whom he MEDIATES 
and INTERCEDEsS, and God the Holy 
Ghoſt as the God who operates in Con- 
ſequence of ſuch MREDIATIO x and Ix- 
TERCESSION, Others again wilt not al- 
low to the Chriſtian Lord and Redee- 
mer the Character and Attributes of 
Divinity : Such are the ARIANs and 
SOCINIANS: The former aſſign him a 
Place indeed infinitely above all other 
created Beings, but yet infinitely be— 
low the Creator; thus they refuſe him 
Divine Honours, and addreſs all their 
Worſhip and Adoration to God the 

| Father, 
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Father, regarding ]zsus CHRIST only 
as his great Vicegerent in Heaven and 
Earth, inveſted with a temporary Au- 
thority for executing the Purpoſes of 
the Divine Adminiftration : The lat- 
ter, viz. the Socin1tans, degrade the 
Chriſtian Redeemer ſtill lower than 
the Ax lANs, by diveſting Him, not 
only of his Divinity, but of all Power 


and Authority ſuperior to that of other 


holy and inſpired Men; they allow him 

indeed to have been an extraordinary 
Prophet, and to have been endowed 
with MiRacuLous Powers, as they al- 
low to have been the Cale with Moss, 
Etijan, ELISsHA, and others, but 
then they do not believe him to have 
differed from other Men in any other 
Reſpetts than theſe. The Faith of 
almoſt all Chriſtians at this Day may 
be comprehended, I believe, under 
one or other of theſe three Formulas 


aboye- 
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above mentioned. But in the Writ- 
f ings of Baron Swedenborg, we are 
preſented with a Chriſtian Creed dif- 
fering eſſentially from all theſe: You 
will there find, in Oppoſition to the 
ARIANs and SociNIANs, the Pivini— 
ty of the Lord and Saviour JIESuvs 
CurisT aflerted and proved from a 


| deep Scriptural Ground; and in Con- 
, dradiction to the firſt mentioned Opi- 
j nion, you will ſee the Divinity of the 
; ſame Lord maintained in it's undivided 


UNIT, Whilſt it is clearly demonſtrat- 
ed, from an endleſs Variety of Texts 
both in the Old and New Teſtament, 
that the IEsUs of the Chriſtians is the 
Jznovan of the Jews, or, in other 
Words, that the Lord JEsus CHRIST 
is the manifeſted IEHñOVARH-FATHER. 
SoPH. But how will you reconcile 
this Dodrine vith the Doctrine of a TRI“ 
7 8 NITY 


. — 
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NITY, as generally taught and received 
throughout the Chriſtian World? 
Purt. With the Doctrine of a Tri- 
nity AS GENERALLY APPREHENDED, it 
is not reconcilable ; but with the Sei- 
TURE Dottrine of a Trinity 1t 1s per- 
fealy ſo. Whilſt, for Inſtance, you 
ſuppoſe the Trinity in the God-head 
to conſiſt of THREE DisTINCT, PER- 
soNs, each whereof 1s a ſelf,ſubſiſting 
God, having SEPARATE Offices, and 
exerciſing SEPARATE Operations, at 
18 not. poſſible to reconcile this Idea 
with that of Jzsus being ]JExovangs 
any more than it is reconcilable with 
the Divine Unity: But if inſtead of 
this Idea, you adopt the genuine Scrip- 
tural Idea of a Trinity, viz. that of 
FaTHER, Son, and Holy GuosrT, 
nothing 1s more eaſy than to reconcile 
this Idea with that of the Divinity of 
the Chriſtian Redeemer as ſtated in the 


F Writings 
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Writings of Baron Swedenborg, whilſt, 
by FaTHER is underſtood the Es- 
SENTIAL Diving Principle in the 
Lord JEsus, by Sox the Human 
Principle therewith effentially and 
intimately united, and by Horx 
Gnosr the Divins ProcttbinG 
Principle, or Operation, as reſult- 
ing from the Union of the other two 
Principles, all forming together One 
GOD-MAN, juſt as Soul, Body, and 
Operations form one human Man. This 
is perfectly agreeable to the Doctrine 


generally received in the Chriſtian 


Church, where it is aſſerted, that“ al- 
* though the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be God 
« and Man, yet he 1s not two but one 
« Chriſt; one altogether, not by Con- 
« fuſion of Subſtance, but by Unity 


-—_ 


„ of Perſon; for as the reaſonable 


©« Soul and Fleſh is one Man, ſo God 
« and Man is one Chriſt :** And in 
| this 

See the Athanafian Creed. | 
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this Caſe, you have a full and complete 
Trinity in the ONE Diving PERSON 
of the Lord ]zsus CHRIST, whereby 
both the Unity and Trinity of the God- 
head are preſerved inviolable, and at 


M. ſame Time, the Divinity and Humanity 


of the Chriſtian Lord are acknowledg- 
ed. Numberleſs Difficulties urged a- 
gainſt the Dotirine of a Trinity by 
modern UN ITARIANS, and number- 
leſs Perplexities reſulting from the ſeme 


Doctrine as explained by modern TRI“ 


NITARIANS, are hereby removed; 
whilſt at the ſame Time the Scriptures 
both of the Old and New Teſtament 
are ſhewn to harmonize herein with 
each other, and to bear a joint Wit- 
nels to this great and eternal Goſpel 
Truth, that the Loxp and Saviouk 


JIrsus CHRIST Was GOD MANIFEST 


IN THE FLESH, the JEHovan of the 
Jews, the CREATOR of all Worlds, 
. and 


| 52 DiatoGuts BETWEEN 
We | and the FATHER of all Creatures, made 
Ti Man, according to theſe his own De- 
0 tions, “ I and my Father are One.“ T 
| ** Eeheve me that I am in the Father 
= hy b 52 
TK and the Father in me.“ T “ He that 
| 4 7 4 3, 
q” '* bath ſcen me hath ſeen the Father.“ 
þ % Father, all Mine are Thine, and 
$3) « all Thine are Mine.“ &c. &c, &c. 
| N SOPH. A TRINITY OF PERSONS 
1 then is rejected in the Writings of Baron 
ER \ J 
Vx RG 3 
1 Swedenborg ? 
1 ' Putt. Yes; if by a Trinity of Perſons 
1 0 vou underſtand three diſtin Beings 
1 of diſtinct Offices, Powers, and Ope- | 
© ) rations; but if by a Trinity of Perſons *} 
It vou underſtand three diſtinet Effences, 
"4 Le. | 5: . » — ' * 
© \ Principles, or Characters, as exiſting 
Ll together inthe One Perſon of Tut LORD 
F 9 
1 ESUS 
5 | 
, 1 + John x. 30. 1 John xiv. 11. ; 
. $ John xiv. 9. xil. 45. 4 John xvii 10, 1 
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Jesus CuxIST,viz. the Drvine Eſſence, 
Principle, or Character, in and by Vir- 
tue of which He is called FATUHER 
or CREATOR; and the Human Eſ- 
ſence, Principle, or Charadter, in and 
by Virtue of which He is called Sox 
and REDEEMER; and laſtly the PRO- 
cCEEDING Eſſence, Principle, or Cha- 
racter, in and by Virtue of which He 
is called the Horx Ghost, the 
SANCTIFIER, and  REGENERATOR: 


According to this Senſe of the Word 
PERSON (which by the Way appeals 


to be it's genuine primitive Senſe) a 


Trinity of Perſons is not rejected in 0 
the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, 0 

but on the contrary is proved to be a 
ſcriptural and rational Idea. 


SoPH. But does not this Idea of 


| the Chriſtian Redeemer and of the Di- 
„ vine Trinity militate againſt the com- 
| | 23 monly | 
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monly received Doctrine of Ar ONE“ 


MENT ? 

Pair. May I aſk, Sir, what is the 
coumonly received Doarine of Atone- 
ment to which you allude ? 

Son. I mean the Satisfaction of 
Chriſt's Merits, in Conſequence of his 
bitter Sufferings and Death, whereby, 
it is aflerted, the Wrath of God to- 
wards finful Man was appeaſed; the 

Price of Redemption paid ; the Debt, 
which Man had contracted through 
Tranſgreſſion, diſcharged; and Man, 
who was before regarded as a condemn- 
ed Criminal, was thus reconciled unto 
an offended and heretofore angry, but 


now reconciled, God. 
Puit. This Idea of Atonement, 
in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, 
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0 is ſhewn to be altogether unſcriptural 
4! and unreaſonable, neither reconcile- 
f able with the Attributes of the Deity, 
4 | nor 
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nor with the Nature of that Sin-on 
Man's Part, which made ſuch an Atone- 
ment neceſſary. Underſtand however, 
than AN ATONEMENT is not denied in 
the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, 
but on the Contrary is aſſerted in all 
it's Fulneſs and Reality. It is only 
THIS UNSCRIPTURAL AND UN REA“ 


SONABLE IDEA or an Atonement 
which is ſet aſide, whilſt in the Place 
thereof you will ſee adopted the follow- 
ing truly ſcriptural, edifying and rati- 
onal Idea, viz. that there was an inh- 
nite Merit, Virtue, and Efficacy in the 
Sufferings and Death of Chriſt, but 
that the Merit, Virtue, and Efficacy 
thereof conſiſted, not in changing the 
Diſpoſition of God towards Man from 
Wrath to Love and Mercy, becauſe 
that ever was, and ever muſt needs be 
unchangeably, the fame Divine Defire 
of bleſling his Creatures ; but in chang- 


ing 
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ing the State of Man, by removin; 
from him the Powers of Hell and 
Darkneſs wherewith he was infeſted in 
Conſequence of Tranſgreſſion, and by 
bringing near to him the Divine and 
heavenly Powers of Goodneſs and 
Truth in the Perſon and Spirit of the 
bleſſed Ixs us, the manifeſted Gon and 
SAVIOUR, whereby the Infirmities and 
Corruptions of human Nature might be 
approached, reached, and wrought up- 
on, and every penitent Believer might 
be thus placed in a State and Capacity 
of ariſing out of all the Evils which 
Sin had given Birth to, and of becom- 
ing thus again a Child of God, through 
a real Renewal and Regeneration of 
all the Parts, Powers, and Principles 
of his Life, both in Soul and Body. 
Sorn. I wiſh, Sir, you would be 
kind enough to explain yourſelf further 
ON 
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on this Subject, for I fear I do not 
rightly comprehend your Meaning. 
PHIL. According to the comMoN LY 
RECEIVED Doctrine of Atonement 
which you havejuſt now ſtated, it muſt. 
8 be plain to ſee, if you will attentively 
examine it, that the Nature of Sins 
wherein that Doctrine is grounded, is 
moſt unhappily miſtaken, being conſi- 
dered only as Somewhat of Guilt and 
Offence on the Part of the Creature, 
removable by an arbitrary Act of Di- 
vine Mercy and Forgiveneſs, hke what 
we ſee takes place at an human Tribu- 
nal, where an arbitrary Prince abſolveth 
from Penalty and Puniſhment whomſo- 
ever he plealeth. You will diſcover 
further, if you examine the Dottrine 
ſtill more attentively, that it originates 
likewiſe in a miſtaken Idea of the Na- 
ture of God, as if he imputed Treſpaſs 
or Guilt to any one, was wrathful to- 
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wards any, or needed Satisfaction to 
make Him propitious, and incline Him 
to be merciful, when yet He is, and 
declares Himſelf to be the moſt eſſen— 
tial Love and Mercy. Need I add, 
that the Doctrine, as commonly receiv-— 
ed and underſtood, is big allo with this 
Abſurdity, that it ſuppoſes it neceſſary 
for one God to have ſuffered and died 
in Order to appeaſe another God? For 


thus it is argued by the Aﬀertors of 


that Doctrine, that God the Son, the 


ſecond Perſon in the bleſſed Trinity, 


came into the World, and ſuffered, 
and died, that by the Merits of his 
Sufferings and Death he might ſatisfy 
the offended Juſtice of his Father, and 
incline him thus to be merciful to his 
guilty Creatures. I ſhould be very 
forry to put an uncharitable or miſtaken 
Conitruttion either upon the Grounds 
or Nature of the Doarine as above 

| {tated ; 
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ſtated; but theſe are the great Objec- 
tions which ariſe in my own Mind from 
an impartial View of it, and, which 
have ariſen alſo in the Minds of many 
others, ſo as to excite an utter Repug- 
nance to it's Reception: And hence 
too many, alas! have been led to con- 
ceive Prejudices againſt Chriſtianity it- 
ſelf, as if that pure and holy Religion 
was founded on Sentiments ſo very con- 
tradictory to ſound Reaſon and the 
common Senſe of Mankind. Herein 
therefore, I confeſs for myſelf, I can 
never be enough thankful to the Divine 
Mercy for the Light thrown on this 
important Subjett in the Writings of 
Baron Swedenborg, whereby all the 
Difficulties and Errors of theſe miſtaken 
Ideas are removed, and the Doctrine 
of Atonement is preſented in a Point 
of View at once molt ſcriptural, rati- 
onal, fimple, and edifying, and alto- 

gether 
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gether conſiſtent with the Truth and Pu- 
rity of a Religion originating in the 
God of infinite Mercy and Wiſdom. 
For thus it is argued in thoſe Writings, 
and the Argument is enforced both by 
Scripture and Reaſon: The Sin of 
Mankind was what alone made Atone- 
ment neceſſary; but the Sin of Man- 
kind conſiſted in a Departure from 
God and his Laws of Order and Up- 
rightneſs, and a conſequent Fall into 
Diſorder and Unrighteouſneſs, whenee 
came Diſeaſe and Death, to the human 
Soul or Spirit: Nothing therefore could 
poſſibly prove or conſtitute an Atone- 
ment for Sin, but what had a Tendency 
to lead Man out of the Diſeaſe and 
Diſorder thereby occaſioned, and reſtore 
him to Health, Order, and Upright- 
neſs through a Return to, and Con- 
junktion again with his God. This was 
all the Atonement or Satisfaction the 
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God of Mercy required, becauſe it was 
all that was neceſſary for the eternal Well” 
being of his Creatures. But how now 
was this Satisfaction to be obtained ? 
The Creatures had immerſed themſelves 
in innumerable Evils through Sin, and 
had thereby joined themſelves in Con- 
federacy with the infernal Powers of 
Darkneſs, who have their Abodes in 
all Man's Evils, and whoſe Empire 
was thereby become ſo. powerful on 
Earth, as to threaten a total Deſtruc- 
tion of the Human Race. The Crea- 
tures again had by Sin ſo ſeparated 
themſelves from the God of Purity, 
that they could no longer ſee him, ap- 
proach unto, or have any internal | 
Communication with him, and yet with- 
out internal Communication with God, 
it was impoſſible they could be reſtored 
to ſpiritual Health, Order and Upright- 
neis, On both theſe Accounts there- 

G fore, 
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Tore, it was become abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary that God himſelf ſhould come 
down amongſt Men, by taking upon 
Him the human Nature, and thus pro- 
cure for Himſelf the Satisfaction He re- 
quired of ſaving his otherwiſe loſt 
Creatures; firſt, by fighting againſt and 
removing the Powers of Darkneſs from 
Man, and this was to be done accord- 
ing to Divine Order; ſecondly, by 
glorifying, or eſſentially uniting Him- 
ſelf with the Human Nature which He 
aſſumed, in, by, and through which 
his repenting and returning Crea- | 
tures might for ever ſee, approach 
unto, and have Conjunction with. 
Him, and He with them. This Satisfac- 
tion and the Proceſs of obtaining it, is 
thus deſcribed in the Writings of Ba- 
ron Swedenborg, © The Lord from 


Eternity, who is JIEHOVAu, came 
| into 
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into the World, that he might ſubdue 
« the Hells, and glorify his Humanity ; 
c and without Him no Fleſh could 
c have been ſaved; and all will be 
« ſaved who believe in Him, and 
& live a Life conformable to his Com- 
« mandments. Inaſmuch as this could 
« only be affected by Means of the 
« Temptations wherewith he ſuffered 
“% his Humanity to be aſſaulted, even 
« to the laſt and moſt extreme of all, 
« which was his Paſſion on the Croſs, 
« therefore he endured that Proceſs of 
« Suffering.”* The ſame is ſtill more 


particularly deſcribed in the following 
Words, Jerovan Gov is eflential 
b | « Love, and eſſential Wiſdom; or He 
1 « js eflential Good, and effential 
: « Truth; and as to his Divine Truth, 


1 c which is the Word, and which was 


1 Ga . « God 
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«© God with God, He came down and 
« and took upon Him Human Na- 
« ture, for the Purpoſe of reſtoring to 
« Order all Things which were in 
Heaven, and which were in Hell, 
« and which were in the Church; in- 
c aſmuchas at that Time the Power of 
„ Hell prevailed over the Power of 
« Heaven, and on Earth the Power of 
Evil prevailed over the Power of 
« Good; in Conſequence whereof a 
t total Deſtruction and Damnation 
« were at Hand, and threatened every 
« Creature. This impending Deſtruc- 


« tzon and Damnation Jznovan Gop 


c 


F 


« removed by his Humanity, which 


« was Divine Truth, and thus he re- 
« deemed both Angels and Man; and 
© afterwards He united in his Huma- 
© nity Divine Truth with Divine Good, 
© or Divine Wiſdom with Divine Love, 
| cc and 
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« and thus returned into his Divinity, 
« jn which he exiſted from Eternity, 
« together with and in his glorified 
Humanity.“ “ 

Sorn. The Idea then of Atone- 
ment and Satisfaction ſuggeſted in the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg is, 
that God ſatisfied Himſelf, and Him- 
{elf made Atonement for the Sin of 
Man, by taking upon Him the Infir- 
mities of human Nature, and ſuffering 
thus in the Fleſh, in Order to remove 
Evils and the Powers of Darkneſs from 
Man; and at the ſame Time, and by 
the ſame Proceſs, making Himſelf viſi- 
ble, known, and for ever approachable 
to and by his Creatures in the, Huma- 
nity which He aſſumed and made 
Divine ? 
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Patt. This is the Idea ſuggeſted 
in thoſe Writings, and it is according 
to this Senle that all thoſe Paſſages are 
underſtood, which ſpeak of the Merits of 
Chriſt's Sufferings and Blood-ſhedding, 
as where it is ſaid, By his Stripes we 
« are healed,” & c. &c. not implying 
any Change wrought thereby in the 
Nature of God himſelf, only fo far as 
He was brought NEARER as it were 
unto his Creatures, in the human Na- 
ture which he aflumed and glorified; 
but implying a very extraordinary 
Change wrought in the State and Con- 
dition of the Creatures, in that they 
were, by this proceſs of Chriſt's Suf- 
fering in his human Nature, put into a 
Capacity of being delivered from the 
Bondage and Death of Sin, and ob- 
taining Conjunction with their incar- 
nate God, and thus of riſing out of Dil- 


eaſe and Diſorder into the Regions of 


ſpiritual 
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fpiritual Health, Order, Peace, and 
eternal Bleſſedneſs. 

Sorn, Well, Sir, I think I begin 
now to apprehend your Meaning; and 
the Subject of Atonement and Satiſ- 
faction (which, I confeſs, always ap- 
peared heretofore perplexing and un- 
ſatisfactory to my Mind) now aſſumes 
a new Form, which I can look upon 
with much Delight, as exhibiting clearer 
Views of the unchangeable Nature of 
the Divine Mercy on God's Part, and 
of Sin on the Part of Man; and it 
will be my own Fault if I do not pro- 
fit by it in my Life and Converſation ; 
for ſurely the Doctrine thus opened 
and explained becomes moſt edifying. 
But, my dear Sir, you muſt ſtill bear 
with me a little farther, and excuſe the 
Dulneſs of my Apprehenſion, whilſt 
new Doubts ariſe in my Mind from what 
you have told me: I have always been 


taught 
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taught to look upon I ESS CHRIST, not 
only as making an ATONEMENT or 
- DATISFACTION for Sin, according to 
the Idea J juſt now mentioned to you, 
buf likewiſe as being the Sinner's Ap- 
vacate, MEpiator, and INTER“ 
CESSOR, With the Father, for ſo he is 
called in Holy Scripture, and is ac- 
cordingly repreſented as $1TTING ON 
THE RIGHT HAND or Gop; and 
agreeable to this Repreſentation, I have 
always in my Prayers been accuſtomed 
to approach the Father iN THE NAME 
or JESUS CHRIST, believing that my 
Addreſſes were accepted only through 
his MzpiaTion and INTERCESSION, 
as an ADVOCATE ON THE RIGHT 
HAND of his Father: How now ſhall 
I reconcile theſe Notions and Prattices 
with what you have taught me to be- 
lieve, from the Writings of Baron 

Swe- 
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Swedenborg, concerning the LorD 
Jesvs CryrisT, as being the ONE 
Ox LY God? 

PII. You have been accuſtomed 
then to regard Jesvs Cur1sT as an 


Apvocartre, MEeDiartoR, and INTER 


CESSOR, and as $1TTING ON GoDS 
RIGHT HaND, according to, the cou- 
MONLY RECEIVED Senſe of thoſe 
Words, when applied to Men here be- 
low, and to human Tranſattions be- 
tween one Man and another ? 

Sornu, I have; for I find thoſe 
Words applied to him in Holy Scrip- 
ture. | 

PHIL. But you find JESUS CHRIST 
called alſo in holy Scripture a VIX E, a 
Doo, Lilo, anda Laws, and ſee him 
deſcribed ass81TrTING on a THRONE IN 
THE MIDST OF SEVEN GOLDEN CAN- 
DLESTICKS; and do you therefore re- 
gard Him as a Vinx, a Door, a Liox, 


and 
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and a Lawns, and as s1TTING THUS 
ON A THRONE IN THE MipsrT OF 
SEVEN GOLDEN CANLESTICKS, AC- 
cording to the couuox and L1TERAL 
Acceptation of thoſe Words ? 

Sorn. No; I ſuppoſe that thoſe 
Names and Figures are applied to Him 
only in a FIGURATIVE Senle, to de- 
note Divine Qualities, Properties, and 
States reipetting Him, of which the 
LITERAL Names and Figures are ex- 
preſſive Signs. 

PII. You are certainly right; 
and why then cannot you conceive, as 
conſiſtently and agreeably to the Truth, 
in Regard to thoſe other Names and 
Characters of ADVOCATE, ME PDIA“Z§ 
TOR, and INT ERCESSOR, SITTING AF 
THE RIGHT HAND or Go, which 
are no more. applicable to the Lord 
Jesus Cnrisr, according to the L1- 
TERAL Senſe in which they are GEN E- 
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RALLY underſtood, than the Names of 
VINE, Door, Lion, and Laws, or 
the SITTING ON A THRONE IN THE 
MipsT or SEVEN CANDLESTICKs; 
but which yet are moſt ſtrictly and pro- 
perly applicable to Him in a IGOUAA“ 
TIVE Senle. 

Soren. As how? 

PHIL. As applied to denote what 
Jzsus CnrisT himſelf hath taught re- 
{petting Himſelf, when he faith, « No 
« Man cometh unto the Father but by 
% Me: * « By Me if any Man enter in, 
“ he ſhall be ſaved, and ſhall go in and 
c out, and find Paſture.” | 

Sopu. Pray explain yourſelf. 

Pail. Have you not already ſeen, 
how the eternal FaTHER JEHOVAR, 
in the Perſon of JzsUus CuRIST, took 
upon him the Human Nature, in Or- 

der 
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der therein, and thereby, to make 


Himſelf known to and approachable by 
his ſinful Creatures, who could not 
otherwiſe have approached Him, or 
been approached by Him, whilſt He 
remained in his pure Divine unmani— 
feſted Eſſence? 

Sor. I have. 

PHIL. You have ſeen alſo. how the 
Divine Eſſence, or IEHOVAU, is now 
eternally and eflentially united with the 
Human Eſſence, and the Human with 


the Divine, according to the Lord's 


own Declaration, © I and my Father 
« are One:“ « Father, all Mine are 
« thine, and thine are Mine: T And 
according to the Declaration of St. 
Paul, In Him (Jeſus Chriſt) dwell- 
« eth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead 
« bodily ;”{ and alſo according to what 

18 


John x. 30. + John xvii. 10. 5 Coloſſ. ii. 9, 
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is expreſſed in the Athanaſian Creed, 
« As the reaſonable Soul and Fleſh is 
© one Man, ſo God and Man is one 
et Chriſt ?” | 

inn en 

PHIL. Cannot you then clearly hence 
perceive, why Jzsus CurisTi1s called 
an ApvocArE, a MEDIATOR, and an 


InTERCEss0R, and deſcribed as fitting 


on THE RIGHT HAND or Go; and 
is not only ſo called and deſcribed, but 
really 1s $0, in the full and true Sig- 
nification of thoſe Expreſſions, denot- 
ing, that henceforth none can approach 
unto, or have Communication with, 
the Divine Effence, or IERHOVAH the 


FaTHER, but in, through, and by 


the Human Eſſence, in which He the 
Father dwells Bopity, and which He 
hath made One with Himſelf; uſt as, 
in an human Way of Speaking, none 
can approach unto, or have Communi- 
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cation with the Soul of Man, but in, by, 
and through the Body wherein the Soul 
dwelleth, and by which it is made ma- 
nifeſt. As therefore the human Body 
is, properly ſpeaking, the Mrpiun, 


or INTERCEDING Principle, whereby 


the Soul 1s approached, and whereby 
allo it approaches and operates, ſo the 
glorified Body, or Humanity of JIESsUs 
CurisrT, is now the MzDium or 1N- 
TERCEDING Principle, whereby the 
Divinity 1s approached, and whereby 
alſo it approaches and operates upon 
ſinful Man, to reſtore him to Order, 
Uprightneſs and Happineſs. And in 
this Senſe the Humanity may properly 
be ſaid to be an ApvocarE with the 
Father, inaſmuch as having paſſed to 
ſuch Divine Union through Suffering 
and Trial, the Sinner who approaches 
thereto receives hereby Confidence of 


Help, Acceptance, and Mercy, ac- 


cording 
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cording to the tenor of thoſe Words 
of the Apoſtle, « In that He Himſelf 
« hath ſuffered being tempted, He is 
able to ſuccour them that are tempt- 
« ed.“ Xx And in this Senſe alſo the 
Son of Man is TRULY SEATED ON 
THE RIGHT Hand of the Father; for 
the Humanity of TJzsvus Cuxisr being 
exalted to a full and perfe& Union with 
the Divinity, hath thereby acquired 
OmnirzoTENCE, which is indeed the 
21cur HAND of God, according to 
the Lord's own Declaration after his 
Reſurrection, “ All Power is given to 

« me in Heaven and in Earth.“ T 
Sorn. Sir, I ſincerely thank you 
for the FULL SATISFACTION you have 
afforded me on this very important and 
edifying Subject, and I truſt that hence- 
forth 1 ſhall trouble you with no fur- 
H 2 ther 
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ther Doubts and Difficulties on this 
Head, but ſhall regard it as an extraor- 
dinary Teſtimony in Favour of the 
Writings in Queſtion, that the NAME, 
NATURE, Or ric, and CHARACTER 
of the Chriſtian Lord and Redeemer 
are therein thus exalted, and explain- 
ed in a Manner ſo very worthy of the 
Divine Wiſdom, and ſo very conſiſt- 
ently with the ſacred Scriptures, and at 
the ſame Time ſet in a Point of View 
likely to "operate ſo very profitably on 
the Lives of Chriſtians, by leading 
them to right ſcriptural Notions of the 
great Object and End of their Faith 
and Worſhip, May I now entreat 
you to proceed tothe other Doarine you 
mentioned, viz. concerning the noLy 


SCRIPTURES, Which you ſaid had LEFT 
AN EXTRAORDINARY IMPRESSION 
ow your Minn, and which you 
thought muſt needs appear ſatisfactory 

| tO 
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to every ſober and ferious Chriſtian, 


and a convincing Teſtimony concerning 


the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, as 
BEARING A FAITHFUL WIT ESS TO 
TEE TRUTH. How am I to regard 
this Teſtimony ? 

Pair. You yourſelf, and all other 
ſerious Chriſtians, acknowledge the 
holy Scriptures to be p1ivINELY IN» 
SPIRED, and you reverence the holy 
Record accordingly ? 

Sopn. We do, 

Pair. Should any one attempt to 
prove that they were Nor divinely, 
inſpired, and that you ought Nor to 
reverence them, what Judgment would 
you, or any other ſerious Chriſtian, 
form of ſuch a Perſon ? 

Soru. We ſhould certainly ſay that 
he was an Enemy to the Truth; and 
that he BARE A FALSE WITNESS a- 
gainſt it, 

H 3 PHIL, 
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PII. And ſuppoſing he ſhould 


proceed further, to vilify and profane 


the holy Books, accounting them not 
only Nor divinely inſpired, but teach- 
ing that they were full of Abſurdities, 
Inconſiſtencies, and Contradictions; 
what would you think in this Caſe ? 
Sorn. We fhould ſurely think ſtill 
worſe of the Perſon, and account him 
a ſtill greater Enemy to the Truth, and 
a FALSE WIrNBss in a ſtill greater 
Degree. 

Pur. But if another was to con- 
firm your own juſt and pious Senti- 
ments concerning the Holy Scriptures, 
as being divinely inſpired, and lead 
you to a higher Reverence for them 
than you entertained before, what 
would you, or any other ſerious Chriſ- 
tian, fay of ſuch a Perſon ? 

Sorxn. Certainly that he was 4 
FRIEND ro THE TRUTH, and that 
he 
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he FARE A TRUE W1TNESS concern- 
ing it. | 

Pair. And Cuarpoling that he ſhould 
proceed further, to exalt and venerate 
the holy Books, accounting them not 
only divinely inſpired, but alſo. point- 
ing out the NATURE of ſuch Divine 
Inſpiration, and ſhewing wherein it 


conſiſted, and where it reſided; and 


ſuppoſing further that, in ſo doing, he 
ſhould: be enabled to reconcile many 
APPARENT ABSURDITIES, INCONS1ST- 
EN CIES, and CONTRADICTIONS; bring 
to, Light. an Infinity, of precious and 
profitable Truths which bad before 
been concealed; make the Whole to 
harmonize with each Part, and each 
Part with the Whole; convince you 
that the FulN ESS of the Divine Will 
and Wiſdom was contained therein, 
and conſequently that every Page, 


Line, Word and Letter, not only ori- 


ginated 
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ginated with God, but alſo was full of 
God, in Conjunttion with God, bare 
Witneſs of God, and led to God; what 
Sentiments would you, and other ſeri- 
ous Chriſtians, entertain in this Caſe ? 

SoPpy. We ſhould moſt aſſuredly 
greatly love and reſpett ſuch a Perſon, 
call him a GREATER Friend to the 
Truth, and have a higher Opinion of 
his Teſtimony. 

PII. Then, it ſeems, you, and 
all other ſerious Chriſtians, eftimate a 
Perſon's Credit as a WITNESS To 
THE TRUTH, according to the Reve- 


rence he expreſſes for the Holy Scrip- 


tures as being Divinely inſpired, toge- 
ther with the Views he has of the Na- 
ture of ſuch Inſpiration, and of the 
Contents of the ſacred Books ? 

Sorn. It ſeems reaſonable ſo to do. 


Pn1it, Give me Leave then to ob- 


ſerve, from your own Confeſſion, that 


you and all other ſerious Chriſtians 
muſt 
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muſt needs highly eſtimate the Teſti- 
mony of Baron Swedenborg, - in this 
Reſpett, as being a MosT FAITHFUL 
WIITINESS TO THE TRUTH. For ſure- 
ly no. other Perſon did ever expreſs 
a higher Reverence for the ſacred 
Writings, or point out ſo clearly their 
D:ivins Original, and the Nature of 
their Divine Inſpiration, or open and 
elucidate. their heavenly Contents with 
ſo much Perſpicuity, Harmony, and 
Conſiſtence, all tending ſo immediately 
and powerfully to the Reader's Edifi- 
cation, He not only venerates their 
Divine Authority on all Occaſions, 
therein grounding, and thereby con- 
lirming every . Doarine which he de- 
livers; he was not only well read in 
the Sacred Oracles, almoſt aboye the 
Example of any other Perſon, in the 
preſent or former Times; but he like- 
wiſe aſſerts, and proves indiſputably, 
that 


— 


82 D1iALOGUES BETWEEN 


that there is contained in the holy 
Books an INTERNAL $PIRITUAL Senſe 
heretofore little known, to which the 
OUTWARD LITERAL Senſe ſerves as 
a Baſis, or Receptacle, anſwering or 
correſponding thereto in a ricuRa- 
TIVE, ALLEGORICAL, or SYMBOLI1- 
cal Way, as a Type anſwers to it's 
Archetype, or as a Repreſentative to 
the Thing repreſented. He ſhews 
that in this internal Senſe conſiſts the 
SelR1TUALLITY and Divinity of the 
ſacred Writings, whereby they zs8zx- 
TIALLY differ from all other Books 
whatſoever, and that by Virtue of this 
Senſe they are adapted, not only to the 
Uſe of Men on Earth, but of Angels 
in Heayen, containing the great eter- 
nal Laws of that Order, whereby the 
Heavens are formed, preſerved, and 
governed, and whereby Man is refôrm- 
ed, regenerated, and reſtored to 

heavenly 
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heavenly Order ; being thus accom- 
modated to the Inſtruction and Per- 
fecting of all Intelligences from the 
higheſt to the loweſt. And that the 
Importance of his Teſtimony on this 
Subject might not reſt on mere Aſſer- 
tion only, he was gifted with the ex- 
traordinary Faculty of opening and un- 
folding this internal or ſpiritual Senſe 
of the Whole of the Books of GEN E- 
$15, Exopus, and the REVELA- 
TIOoNs, and occaſionally of various 
Paſſages both of the Old and New 


Teſtament, which he hath done in a 


Manner ſo edifying and convincing, 
particularly in his Work entitled An- 
canAa CEALESTIA, that I am perſuaded 
every well-diſpoſed Chriſtian, who ac- 
knowledges the Divine Inſpiration of 
the Holy Word, muſt needs be at once 

| aſtoniſhed, 
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aſtoniſhed, delighted, and inſtruted 
by it. 
Sorg. Pray, Sir, have not other 
Writers, both ancient and modern, 
maintained in like Manner the Exiſtence 


of a SPIRITUAL Or INTERNAL Senſe 


in the ſacred Scriptures ? If I recol- 
lect right, I have been told that ſome 


of the ancient Fathers were of this 
Opinion. : 
PII. They were; particularly 
Or1ctx, who abounds much in alle- 
gorical Interpretations of the Letteral 
or Hiſtorical Parts of the Bible. There 
have not been wanting alſo ſpiritual 
Writers in modern Times, who have 
had extraordinary Views of the ſame 
Nature, and have been enabled to open 
the ſacred Books in the Way of much 
Edification and Comfort, according 
to this their hidden or myſtical Signifi- 
cation. 
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cation.“ But I will venture to ſay 
there is none, either Ancient or Mo- V 
dern, who was ever ſo wonderfully 4 


. ˙ Ot. 8 Tre F * 


gifted with a Talent of this Sort as 
Baron Swedenborg, and I only wiſh | 
you to read his Interpretation of the 
5 Pooks of GENESIS, Exopus, and the | 
1 REVE- b ll, 
( 


» See particularly Dr. HER RVY Mokz's Cas. = 
BALA, containing a ſpiritual, moral, and philoſo- '2 
phical Explication of the three firſt Chapters of Ge- 

: neſis. See alſo Biſhop HATLL's. Contemplatiors, and 

BROMIEv's Journeys of the Children of Ifrael 

through the Wilderneſs; and in our own Times, 
Dr. HoRNE's Commentary on the Pſalms, and 
the Reverend Mr. Jon Es's Lectures on the FIG U- 
RATIVE LANGUAGE OF THE SCRIPTURES * 
all which Works are earneſtly recommended to the. 
Reader's Peruſal, as tending to open and form the 
Mind to edifying Conceptions of the hidden Wiſ⸗ 
dom and SanRities of the Holy Word, To theſe 
might be added a long Liſt of German and French 
Divines, all of them Perſons. of acknowledged | 
Piety and Learning, who bear the ſame Teftimonr,, | 
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REVELATIOxs, to judge for yourſelf 
in this Matter. In regard to my own 
particular Caſe, I am bound to ac- 
knowledge my infinite Obligations to 
the Divine Providence, for having 
brought me acquainted with Writings, 
which have taught me ſuch a Venera- 
tion for my Bible as I confeſs I never 


felt before, and have beſides opened 


it's holy and hidden Contents in a 


Manner ſo entirely ſatisſactory and edi- 
fying; and though you know I am not 
naturally of a warm Temper, yet when 
I refleft on the Ideas ſuggeſted in the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg con- 
cerning the Holy Worp, what it is, 
and what it contains ; eſpecially when 
Jam enabled to ſee in ſome Degree in- 
to the heavenly Contents, and am made 
ſenſible of their Divine Sandtity; I 
can never think or ſpeak on the Sub- 
ject but with a pleaſing, and, I truſt, 
profitable 
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profitable Mixture of Warmth and De- 
light; and I conſider it ſuch an Argument 
in Favour of the Teſtimony of Baron 
Swedenborg, as no Miracles whatever 


could ſupply. 
Sor. Sir, you have touched a 


tender String, and inſpired me with a. 
moſt ardent Longing to look into the 
Writings in Queſtion; for it has ever 
been my own private Opinion, though 
I ſcarce knew whence it came, or in 
what it was grounded, that there was 
a hidden Myſtery contained in the Let- 
ter of Scripture, which few, if any, 
were acquainted with; and I always 
thought that the Pſalmiſt meant Some- 
thing of this when he ſays, “ Open: 
« thou mine Eyes, that I may ſee the 
« woxDROUS Things of thy Law;”* 
tor ſurely if the Divine Law had con- 

I 2 tained 


* Pſalm cxix, 18, 
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tained no wonpRouUs Things, but 
what were viſible in the Letter, there 
would have been no Occaſion to pray 
unto God for Illumination to diſcover 
and ſee them. 

PRI. You are certainly right; 


and the ſame Thing is made cqually 
manifeſt by what is written of our Lord 
after his Reſurrectton, where it is ſaid, 
«<< Then opened He their Under- 


0 nn MO" * 
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« ſtandings, that they might under- ; 

« ſtand the Scriptures;““ for the Diſ- 
_ ciples, before this Time, had doubtleſs 
| frequently read and underſtood the 
N LETTER of the Scriptures, but for 


Want of having their UN DERSTHAN D/ ' 
INGS OPENED, they had not ſeen into 
or underſtood the Sy1rir thereof, that 
1s, the ſpiritual Things contained under 
the Letter, which had all of them Rela- 
tion 


Luke xxiv. 45. 
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tion to our Lord and to his Kingdom, 
as he himſelf plainly declares in the 
precceding Verſe: It is clear alſo, from 
St. Pau L's allegorical Interpretation of 
ſome Paſſages in the Old Teſtament,* 
that he had his Eyes opened to lee into 
an internal Senſe of the Sacred Hiſtory, 
which he therefore call Tus Wi1sDo0M 
of GOD IN a MYSTERY, EVEN THE 


HIDDEN Wispom:t And therefore 
there is Nothing of NoveLTy in the 


Sentiment; the only Wonder 1s, that 


the Holy Writings have not been more 
generally attended to and regarded in 
this View, as being the REAL WorD 
or Gop; for ſurely common Senſe 
and Reaſon mult ſee, that if they are the 
Word of God, they myſt needs con- 
tain the whole Will and Wiſdom of 
God, and yet it is equally plain that 


I g this 


» See particularly Gal, iv. 24 to 31. f 1. Cor. ii, 7, 
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this Divine Will and Wiſdom are not 
manifeſt in the mere Letter and Hiſtory, 
of Conſequence they mult reſide in the 
internal or ſpiritual Senſe. 

Sopn. Well, Sir, I believe I ſhall 
lole no Time in making myſelf ac- 
quainted with the Writings of Baron 
Swedenborg, which promiſe ſuch a rich 
Source of Edification and Entertain- 
ment as you ſpeak of; and at preſent 
I ſhall be glad if you will acquaint me 
with the DocrRINE or LITE recom- 
mended in theſe Writings, which you 
mentioned as a further Teſtimony in the 
Author's Favour. And firſt, What am 
I to underſtand by your Expreſſion, 
THE DOCTRINE OFT LITE” 

PHIL. I mean by it a Deſcription 
or Expoſition of a TRULY CHRISTIAN 
LIE, or ſuch a Life as leads to the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 


SOPH, 
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Sorn. Are not all agreed that a 
TRULY CARISTIAN LITE conſiſts in 
keeping the Commandments of IESsUs 
Curisr, and that this is the only Way 
which leads to Heaven ? Can there be 
any other DocTRINE or LITE beſides 
this ? 

Part. It may ſeem as if all were 
agfced in this Point, and as if it were 
impoſſible they could diſagree; and yet 
ſo it has unhappily come to paſs, that 
there is amongſt Chriſtian Teachers at 
this Day, a total Diſagreement on this 
Subject. Thus you will find ſome in- 
fiſting on CHARITY ALONE as a Pre- 
parative for Heaven, ſome on Fairy 
ALONE, and others on GOD Works 
ALONE. Some, you will obſerve, re- 
commend a mMoRAL LITE ſeparate 
from a $PIRITUAL LiF; others fall in- 
to the contrary Extreme, and exalt a 
SPIRITUAL LIE ſeparate from a Mo- 
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RAL LITE. Some again maintain, 
that Man is fitted for Heaven merely 
through the Or ERATIONS or DIVINSE 
GRACE, Without any Regard to ks 
own ExEtRT1oNS ; whilſt others lay all 
the Streſs upon nuMan ExXERTIONS, 
without any Regard to Diving GRACE 
AND SUPER-NATURAL AilDs; not to 


mention a Variety of other Sentiments, 


in which the Chriſtian World at this 
Day is moſt miſerably divided, ſo that 
it is become difficult for a ſimple Mind 
to diſcover the Truth, and ſtill more 
difficult to adhere to it when diſco- 
vered. 79h 
SoPH. And pray, Sir, what new 
Light is thrown upon this Subject in 
the Writings of Baron Swedenbors ? 
PII. No new Light at all, but only 
that which was FROM THE BEGIN- 
NING, unleſs it may be called xnzw 
to expole the Errors which had crept 
into 
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into the Church through a Departure 
from the ourd CommanDMEnNT. In 


the Writings therefore of Baron Swe- 
denborg, you will ſee a clear and full 
Refutation of all that Doctrine which 
would teach, that Man may be ſaved | } 
either by CuARITY ALONE, orby FAitH 
ALONE, or by coop Worxs alone 3 
or by a MORAL LITE ſeparate from a 
SPIRITUAL LIE, or by a SPIRITUAL | 
LirE ſeparate from a Moral LITE Y 
or by DivIx E GRACE witnout Regard | 
to HIS OWN FREE EXERTIONS, or by 
HIS OWN FREE ExERTIONS Without | 
Regard to Divine GRACE. Having 

<A thus taught what a Chriſtian Life 18s Nor. 

4 the Author next proceeds to ſhew, and 

A | demonſtrate from the holy Scriptures, | 

| what it really 1s; and his Doctrine on 

the intereſting Subject may be reduced 

to the following Summary, A truly 

Chriſtian Life is a Life which leads to 


Heavens 


— 4 a a. i 
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Heaven, and to be led to Heaven is the 
ſame Thing as to be formed in the 


Image, Likeneſs, and Spirit of Hea— 
ven, according to our Lord's Decla— 
tion, © THE KINGDOM or HEAVEN 
IS WITHIN You, A truly Chriſtian 
Liſe therefore is that which tends moſt 


perfectly open & form in Man the 


Image, Likeneſs; and Spirit of Hea- 
ven: But whereas Man conſiſts of dif- 


ferent Parts or Principles, each of them 


capable, in it's Degree, of receiving 
this heavenly Image, Likeneſs, and 
Spirit, therefore this heavenly Image, 
Likeneſs, and Spirit cannot be fully 
opened and formed, unleſs it be opened 


and formed in each Part or Principle. 


Theſe Parts or Principles are in gene- 
ral the WII I, the UN DERSQTHAN DIN c, 
and the Act or Or ERATION thence 
proceeding, A truly Chriſtian Life 
therefore hath Reſpect to theſe three 

ſeveral 


R 
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ſeveral Parts or Principles of Man, to 
open and form each of them according 
to the Image, Likeneſs, and Spirit of 
Heaven: The W1LL is thus opened 
and formed by CRHRARITX, with all it's 
heavenly attendant Graces and Virtues: 
The UNDERSTANDING Is thus opened 
and formed by Fairtn, with all the 
bright Knowledges and Perceptions of 
holy Truth thereto appertaining: And 
laſtly the AcT or Or ERATION is fo 
formed by coop Works, or an obe- 
dient Prattice of the Things which 
Charity and Faith dictate. A truly 
Chriſtian Life therefore, or a Life which 
leads to Heaven, is a Life of Cyarirty, 
of FAITEH, and of coop Works con- 
JoiNTLY: If the Heart and Lungs 
are ſeparated all bodily Action ceaſes ; 
in hike Manner if you ſeparate any one 
of theſe three Conſtituents of a Chri- 
ſtian Life from the other two, they all 


periſh ; 


* 
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periſh ; but being joined together, they 
tend to each other's Stability and Per- 
fettion, and thereby to the Stability and 
Perfection of all the Parts and Princi- 
ples of Man, and this in the Degree in 
which each is cultivated, and brought 
into due Subordination. 

SoPH. Pray, Sir, in what Senſe do 
you here ule the Terms Cyuarity and 
Fairn? It ſeems to me that the Sig- 
nification you annex to theſe Terms is 
Somewhat different from what 1s gene- 
rally received, 

PHII. CHARITY, according to the 
Senſe in which it is underſtood and ap- 
plied in the Writings of Baron Swe— 
denborg, is the Divine Life of holy 
Love, proceeding from the Lond GOD 
THE SAviouR JESUS CHRISx, and his 
HOLY Wos, operative in Man's WILI, 
whereby he is led earneſtly to forſake 
all Evil, and to love God and Good- 


nels 


* 
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nels above all Things and his Neigh- 


bour as himſelf, and to live a Life ac- 
cording to ſuch Love, fulfilling faith- 
fully, uprightly, and conſcientiouſly 


all the relative Duties of his Rank, 


Station and Calling: And Fairn, 
according to the Senfe in which it is 
underſtood and applied in the ſame 
Writings, is the Divine Life of holy 
and pure Wiſdom, or Truth, from the 
ſame Lo RD Gop and Saviour, and his 
no Worp, opened and operative 
in Man's UNDERSTANDING, whereby 
he is led to rejett all Perſuaſions which 
are contrary tq heavenly Truth, and to 
confirm ſuch as are agreeable. thereto, 
and thereby to attain a clear and diſtinct 


Knowledge and Perception in his Mind 


of the Nature of Good and Evil, with 
their ſeveral Degrees and Quali- 


tics; and alſo the Natures, Meaſures, 


and Orders of the ſeveral Duties thence 
K reſulting: 


4%, 


102 DIALOGUES BETWEEN 


reſulting : ſo that as Cuarity is the 
eflential LITE of Faitn, FAITH on 
it's Part is the eſſential LIGHT of Cu a- 
RITY, and each is neceſſary for the 
other's Exiſtence, Preſervation, Qua- 
lification, and Operation. It is proper 
however to be obſerved, that in the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg, Cn a- 
RITY is always conſidered as having 
the Preheminence over Faith, that is, 
Purity of Will and of Life is conſider- 
ed as infinitely ſurpaſſing all ſpeculative 
Knowledge and mere Contemplation of 
holy Things : Nevertheleſs, ſuch ſpe- 
culative Knowledge, when grounded in 
the genuine Truth of God's holy Word, 
is ſhewn to have it's great and manifold 
Uſes, both as leading to the Diſcovery 
of genuine Charity, and as tending to 
confirm, qualify, exalt, and perfett it 


when diſcovered, 
| SOPH. 
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Sorh. In what Senſe then is a Mo- 
RAIL Life conſidered by Baron Swe- 
denborg ? 

PHII. As originating in genuine 
Charity and Faith, and being Charity 
and Faith in Operation; or, in other 
Words, as conſiſting in coop Works, 
proceeding from good Motives, and be- 
ing thereby the Bas1s and FouNDA- 
Tion of sreIRITrUAL LIE in Man, 
and therefore abſolutely neceſſary to 
the Exiſtence of his ſpiritual Life, juſt 
as it is neceſſary for the Exiſtence of a 
Houſe to have a Foundation to ſtand 
upon. This Kind of Morality is the 
o0UTWARD Form of Charity and Faith, 
a LIVING Form if it be joined with and 
grounded in Charity and Faith, but 
a DEAD Form if it be ſeparated from 
and hath not Reſpe& unto thoſe hea- 
venly Principles. It is further to' be 
noted, that by the Conjunction of 


* CuARITV, 
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CHARITV, Faith, and coop Works, 
Man's $PIRITUAL and MoRar Lile 
are joined together in ON k, and the 


WHOLE Man 1s formed according to 
the Image, Likeneſs, and Spirit of 


Heaven, 
SOPH, But you were ſpeaking con- 


cerning the OrERATIONS OT DIVINE 


GRAck, and the ExrtRrTIONS or 


Man, as. being confounded together 
by ſome Writers : Pray how are theſe 
Operations and Exertions reconciled 
in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg ? 


PII. The Charity and Faith, of 
which we have been {peaking as to 


their Origin, are fhewn to be not of 


Man, but of God, inaſmuch as every 
GOOD AND PERFECT 'GIFT IS FROM 


ABOVE; they are therefore God's con- 
tinual Gir to Man, but then they 


are given to Man to EXERCISE FREELY 
as 41s OWN, and whilſt he fo excrcil- 


eth 
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eth them, and at the ſame time acknow- 
ledgeth in Humiliation and Self-Abaſe- 
ment that they are from above, that 1s, 
from the LoD Gov the Saviour, 
they are then IMPUTED and APPRO- 
PRIATED to Him, and become his for 
Salvation and eternal Life; ſo that he 
liveth FREELY the Life of Charity aud 
Faith, as if it was his OWN PROPER 
Life ſelf-derived, and yet confeſſeth it 
at the ſame Time to be a Life derived 
from ANOTHER, that is, from God; 
thus he acknowledgeth all Salvation to 
be purely the Effect of the DiviIxE 
GRaAck and MERcy, yet not without 
the Concurrence of yis OWN FREE 
EX ERTIONs, for it is by his own free 
Exertions that ſuch Divine Grace and 
Mercy are implanted, and acquire 
Life, Formation, Stability, and Ope- 
ration in him; otherwiſe they muſt re- 
main Things rorticw to him, and 


K 3 can 


* rl 2 9 


* 
1 

t 
* 


106 DIALOGUES BETWEEN 


can have no place 1x him, not being 


received and exerciſed in his FREE.“ 
WILL. 

Soen. Is. the Doctrine of FREE.“ 
WILL then maintained in theſe Writ- 
ings ? 

Pair. Yes, Sir, in all it's Purity 
and it's fulleſt Extent; and Nothing 
can be more edify ing than what is ſaid on 
this Subject, and the Manner of recon- 
eiling the FREEWIII of the Creature, 
with the TREE GRACE and Operation 


of God. 


Soyn. I have been told, that Ba- 
ron Swedenborg held ſome particular 
Sentiments reſpecting the FALL os 
Man. | 

PII. His Sentiments are only 
PARTICULAR in this, that he conſiders 
the preſent FALLEN STATE Or MAN 
not as an Effect of the Tranſgreſſion 


of ONE SINGLE Perſon ALONE, but of 


"MANY 
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many Perſons progreſſively through _ 1 
SUCCESSIVE GENERATIONS ; he ſhews 
that it conſiſts in a Departure from the 
Love of the Creator and mutual Love, 
into the Love of Self, of the World, 
and of the Fleſh, and of the various | 
Concupiſcencies therein originating, 
and this ſucceſſively with Accumula- 
tion from Parents to their Poſterity, 
each adding his own acquired to his 4 
hereditary Evils, and tranſmitting them | 
ſo increaſed to his Progeny, ſo that Man's 4 
natural Life at this Day, which he de- = 
rives hereditarily from his Parents, is | 
become altogether evil and infernal : 
And herein is grounded the Neceſſity 
of deep REPYENTANCE, FAiTH in an 
INCARNATE Gos, and real REGtnzt- 
> RATION and RExoOvaATION in all the 
# ſeveral human Properties and Princi- 
: ples, before Man can be meet for Ad- 
miſſion into the Kingdom of Heaven, 


which 
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which is a Kingdom of pure diſinter- 
eſted Love and Charity. 

SOPH. Is it not aſſerted in theſe 
Writings, that the Rio may enter into 
Heaven as eaſily as the Poos ? 

Pair. Yes, Sir; the mere Possts- 
sro of Riches, is there ſhewn, will 
preclude none from the Kingdom of 
Heaven. It is the Love of Wealth, 
and not the mere Poſſeſſion thereof, 
which is a Hindrance to Man's Salva- 
tion. Theſe Writings clearly prove 
that it is Self-love and the Love of the 
World, that oppoſes and obſtrutts 
Man's Entrance into Heaven ; becauſe 
theſe two Kinds of Love are PpRINcI“ 
PALLY Oppolite to the pure Love of 
God and of our Neighbour, in which 
the Life of Heaven conſiſts, and by 
which it is opened and formed in Man. 
In hving therefore a Life which leads 
to Heaven, the chief Difficulty 1s, ac- 
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cording to the Teſtimony of Baron 
Swedenborg, to remove Self-love and 
the Love of the World, with their va- 
rious attendant Concupiſcencies, ſo 
that the Love of God and neighbourly 
Love may have free Admiſſion into 
the Heart, and Formation in the Life. 
It is therefore of no Conſequence, in 
this Reſpect, whether a Man be Rick 
or POOR as to his OUTWARD C1RCU M- 
STANCES, becauſe in either -Caſe he 
MAY remain in Self-love and the Love 


of the World or, he May purify himſelf 


ſrom thoſe unclean Aﬀettions. 

SoePH. There is no Call then in 
theſe Writings to any PEcULLARITIES 
of Life? | 

PHIL. Only the Peculiarities of 
forſaking all inordinate ſelfiſh and 
worldly Love, and ſtriving to become 
perfect in heavenly Love and Charity, 
by a faithful, ſincere, and upright Diſ- 

: | charge 
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charge of all the relative Duties to 


which every one 1s called by Provi- 


dence, in his reſpective Character, Sta- 
tion, Office and Employment, whether 
as a KING Or a SUBJECT, a PRIEST or 
a LAYMAN, a STATESMAN or a SOL- 
DIER, a MERCHANT Or a MEcpyaNnic: 
No AusTERITIEs are inſiſted on, but 
this Sacrifice of Self-love; and no 
RENUNCIATION OF THE' Wong p, 
but this Renunciation of the inordi- 
nate Love of it: Nay, it is much in- 
filted on, that a Life Id TE WorLD 


is abſolutely neceſſary to fit Man for 


Heaven, becauſe otherwiſe he can have 
no Opportunities for the Exerciſe of 
Charity, and conſequently no Oppor- 
tunities for renouncing and expelling 
Self-love. But you mult read for your- 
ſelf on theſe important Subjeas, for 
I find it impoſſible for me to acquaint 
you with a Thouſandth Part of all the 

Par- 
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Particulars relating to a coop LITE, 
which are declared in the Writings of 
Baron Swedenborg, and which have 
made mo ſo frequently bleſs the Day, 
when I firſt ſet Eyes upon them. 

Sorn. Well, Sir, from the Informa- 
tion you have been fo kind to favour 
me with, I think I ſhall hardly be con- 
tent to remain much longer a Stranger 
to the Writings in Queſtion: For ſurely 


to recommend ſuch Purity or LITE, 


to expreſs ſuch Veneration for the noLy 
ScRIPTURES, and to exalt ſo highly the 
PERSON, OrFics, and CHaracTEr 
of the CHRISTIAN REDEEMER, are 
weighty Arguments in their Favour. 


Puir. Sir, they appear to me ſuch 
Arguments as no ſober, ſerious, and 


unprejudiced Chriſtian can poſſibly 
withſtand ; and ſure I am, that Nothing 
but Prejudice ariſing either from the 
Evil of Life, or from Miſ-information 


reſpec- 
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reſpecting the honourable Author's Cha- 


ratter and his Works, could induce 


any one to forego all that Variety of cu- 

rious Inveſtigation and profitable In- 

ſtruction with which they abound. 
SoPH. I am much obliged to you 


for the Satisfaction you have afforded 


me in your Anſwers to my ſeveral En- 
quiries. Being called away by partic u- 
lar Buſineſs at preſent, I muſt take my 
Leave of you; but I hope at ſome fu- 


ture Time to have an Opportunity of” 


renewing my Converſation with you on 
this very intereſting Subjec. Farewell, 
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D 1A LOG 


SoPHRON. 


Y dear PrniLadELPHUs, I am 
glad to take you again by the | 
Hand, and have long wiſhed for this 1 

| Pleaſure: Since our laſt Interview I | 
| have been led, in Conſequence of the 1} 
- Encouragement you had given me, to | 
look into ſome of the Theological Wri- 
tings of Baron Swedenborg, and I think 

I have Reaſon tothank the Divine Pro- 
vidence for what I have found therein; 
for ſurely never was the Way to Heaven 


2 


pointed out more plainly. The Doc- 
trines you, mentioned concerning the, | 
CHRISTIAN LoRD, concerning the. | 
| L HorLv 
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HoLy SCRIPTURES, and concerning a 


TRULY CHRISTIAN LITE, are indeed 


moſt comfortable, animating, edifying, 
and convincing; and though I was 
highly pleaſed with what you related in 
Regard to each of thoſe Doctrines, I 
am infinitely better ſatisfied fince I read 
and judged for myſelf, DRIN KING at 
THE FouNTAIN- HEAD. There are 
alſo ſeveral other Dottrines, which have 
afforded me extraordinary Delight, and 
which appear to me ſtrongcoLLATERAL 
Evidences at leaſt in Favour of the Au- 
thor's Teſtimony : Such are the Doc- 
trine of CoRRESPONDENCE BETWEEN 
TRHINGS SPIRITUAL and TrinGs Na- 
TURAL, the Doctrine of Inr1ux, the 
Doctrine of DEOGRE ES, the Doctrine of 
PROVIẽDDENCE, of ImeuTATION, of 
REGENERATION, of BA TISM, and of 
the Hol Sur ER, with many others 
that do not immediately occur to my 

| Remem- 
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Remembrance, all tending to deliver 
the Mind from perverted Ideas of the 
Truth, and to'eſtabliſh it on ſolid Prin- 
ciples both as to Perſuaſion and Prac- 
tice. But, Sir, I find the Author de- 
clares himſelf tothe World, not onlyas a 
TEACRHER of DoctriNEs, but allo in 
the ſuperior Character of a SEER, one 
that had his ſpiritual Senſes open ſo as to 
hold Communication with the inviſible 
World of Spirits and Angels ; and that 
he makes known in his Writings ſeve- 
ral extraordinary Particulars in Rela- 


tion to that World, and to the State of 


Man after Death when heenters therein, 
Now, Sir, though what he ſays on this 
Subject gives no Offence to my own 
Mind, but quite the contrary, ſerving 
to confirm my Behef in a future Life and 
its great Realities, yet, as ! am aware 
many will object to this Part of his Cha- 
racter, I ſhould be glad to know your 

L 2 Senti- 
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Sentiments on the Subject, both for the 
fuller Satisfaction of my own Mind, and 
allo for the removing the Scruples of 
others. 


PHIL. This Subject is ſo fully treated 


of in two excellent Prefaces, written by 


a pious and learned Clergyman of the 
Church of England, and prefixed, one 
to the TREATISE ON HEAVEN AND 
HEL1, and the other to the TREATISE 
on IN LV x, tranſlated by him from the 
Latin of Baron Swedenborg, that I think 
no candid Perſon can wiſh for any fur- 
ther Satisfaction in Regard to this Part 
of the Baron's Charatter ; the Peruſal 
of which I beg Leave to recommend 
not only to you but to every other 
Perſon who feels diſpoſed to read the 
Baron's Writings. It 1s not however to 
be expetted that a carnal and careleſs 


World will be perſuaded, by any Argu- 


ments of Man, to believe what is ſo con- 
trary 
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trary to their own groſs and earthly Ap- 
prehenſions. The Spirit of SckyrIieis 
and SAD DVS, in Regard to all Com- 
munication between the viſible and in- 
viſible Worlds, is at this Day ſo preva- 
lent, that there is Room to queſtion 
whether the Report even of an Angel 
from Heaven, if ſuch a Being was to ap- 
pear amongſt us, would be able to over- 
come it. If I have told you earthly 
Things and ye believe not, how ſhall ye 
believe if I tell you heavenly Things,“ 
is a Rebuke, which was ſurely never more 
applicable than to the incredulous Tem- 
per of the preſent Times: And what 1s 
moſt extraordinary, and ſeems moſt to be 
lamented, is, that this Temper hath ta- 
ken deeper Root amongſt the LEARN ED 
than the UNLEARNED, inſomuch that 
it is even conſidered as a Reflection on 


the Character of a Philoſopher and a 
Man 


* John iii. 12. 
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Man of Letters, and a Proof of a little. 
narrow, or ſuperſtitious Mind, to ad- 
mit of any ſuper-natural Agency either 
in the Way of Voice or Viſion. Never- 
theleſs, the Simple and the Sincere, who 
believe in a Heaven and a Hell, and in 
a Life after Death; and who are per- 
fuaded, on the Authority of their Bibles, 
that Men like themſelves,* even during 
their Abode in the Body, have been ad- 
mitted to ſee and hear what paſſes in ano- 
ther World, will not, it is to be hoped, 
fo eaſily become the Dupes of ſuch un- 
happy Incredulity. They will be con- 
vinced at leaſt, that it is yoss1BLE for 
the Almighty to effect at this Day what 
he has done in Days of old, and where 

the 


4 


* See the various Viſions of the Prophets, as deſcri- 


bed in their Writings throughout. See allo St. 


Paul's Relation of himſelf, 2 Cor. xii. 1 to 5. 
and the Whole of the Revelatians of St. John. 
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the particular Purpoſes of his Providence 
require it, to open both the Eyes and 
Ears of his choſen Servants to a more 
immediate Intercourſe with Himſelf 
and his inviſible Kingdom. They will 
ſee allo, if they be at all acquainted 
with eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that ſome- 
thing of this Sort of ſpiritual Commu- 
nication has been vouchſafed in all 
Ages and Periods of the Church; and 
though it is not to be denied that many 
falle and groundleſs Relations of this 
Kind have been and are {till circulated, 


yet they will be enabled to diſtinguiſh 


between the TRUE and the FaLssx, the 
REAL and the PRETENDED, and will 


not reject what is GENUINE on Ac- 
count of what is $PÞUR1oUs, any more 
than they would reject STERLING Coin 

becaule there are COoUNTERFEITS. 
SOPH. You think then that the Teſti- 
mony of Baron Swedenborgyin Regard 
tO 
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to his ſuper-natural Communications, is 
well grounded ? | 
PHIL. As to myſelf, I candidly 
confeſs, I do not entertain the ſmalleſt 
Doubt concerning it, whatſoever Im- 
putation of Weakneſs, Credulity, Su- 
perſtition, or Ignorance, this Confeſ- 
fon may expole me to. In Regard to 
others, I do not expect or even wiſh 
them to believe merely on the Autho- 
rity of my Sentiments, nor ſhall I quar- 
re] or diſpute with any one, who 1s 
not diſpoſed to think with me on this 
Matter. But, this I will be bold to 
aſſert, that it is the Duty of every 
Chriſtian at this Day, to think well 
FOR HIMSELF ON the Subjett, without 
reſting too much on the Opinions of 
fallible Men ; and not to be haſty in re- 
jecting an Authority like that of Baron 
Swede nborg, merely becauſe he de- 
5 elares 
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clares that he has ſeen and heard what 
the Prophets and Saints of old declared 
they had ſeen and heard; remember- 
ing the ſober and ſolid Advice former- 
ly given on a ſimilar Occaſion, © It 
« a Spirit or an Angel hath ſpoken to 
„ him, let us not fight againſt God.”* 
And in Order to form a juſt Judgment, 
it appears to me that every candid 
Perſon is bound to conſider further the 
Nature and Tendency of that Infor- 
mation which Baron Swedenborg brings 
concerning another World, for this 
ought ſurely to have it's proper Weight 
and Influence. As to myſelf, when 
I reflect on the uniform ſerious Aﬀeve- 
rations of a pious and learned Man like 
Baron Swedenborg, during a Courſe of 
more than twenty-five Years, that he 
was favoured with ſuch ſuper-natural 
Intercourſe; when I conſider that he 

Was 

Acts xxiii. . 
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was as ſecure from the Deluſions of 
Enthuſiaſm or an overheated Imagina- 
tion, as found Senſe and Sobriety of 
Underſtanding could render any Mor- 
tal ; when I weigh further the Particu- 
lar and intereſting Relations, which in 
Conſequence of his extraordinary Com- 
munications he has publiſhed concern- 
ing the other World, their Harmony, 
Conhiltence, Variety, Importance, and 
edifying Tendency; and when I ſee all 
this at the ſame Time ſupported and 
confirmed by a Purity and Conſiſtence 
of Life and Doctrine agreeable there- 
to and correſponding therewith, I muſt 
confeſs I feel a Weight of Evidence 


reſpetting the Author and his Writings 


which I cannot withſtand, and if ſuch 
Evidence 1s not to be admitted as va- 
lid, it will be difficult to ſay what Evi- 
dence, in ſuch a Caſe, is admiſſible. 
But 
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But in this, as inall other Things, Peo- 
ple muſt be left to judge for themſelves, 
for it is one of the Maxims inculcated 


by our Author, that no Perſon's free 


Will ſhould be forced. 

Sorn. Sir, I entirely agree with 
you in this, that it is beſt to leave ſuch 
Things to every one's own private 
Conſcience; ſor it appears to me that 


each will be determined in his Judg- 


ment herein, not ſo much by the Argu- 
ments and Reaſonings of others, as by 
the Bias of his own particular Diſpo- 
ſition. If his Mind be ſet towards the 
Things of Heaven, he will be diſpoſed 
to credit thoſe who bring him a Rela- 
tion of ſuch Things, eſpecially if he 
finds ſuch Relation agreable to the ob- 
vious Senſe of the Holy Scriptures, 
and tending to Purity of Life; but if his 
Mind be towards the Things of this 
World only, it is not. then to be ex- 
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petted that the Relations of heavenly 
Meſſengers, howſoever well authenti- 
cated, will find Acceptance, according 
to that ſtriking Teſtimony of our Lord, 
« If they hear not Moſes and the Pro- 


te phets, neither will they be perſuaded 


« though one role from the Dead,”* 
Leaving. therefore this Matter for the 
preſent, I muſt now trouble you on ano- 
ther Subjett, which ſomewhat perplexes 
me, and which 1s frequently ſpoken of 
in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, 
and that is a NEW Cuvuxcu. - Pray, 
Sir, what am I to underſtand concern- 
ing this NEW CaHuRcu ? 

Pair. May I firſt aſk, what is the 


Idea which you annex to the Term 


Caukcu ? 

Soph. In my Opinion, Sir, the 
Term is of a very vague indefinite 
Signification, as uſed in our Language: 
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For Inſtance, we call a Building of 
Brick and Stone a Cnurcn, when it is 1 
conlecrated to ſacred Purpoſes: We 

: talk alſo of the Cuurcn or EncLawnD, | 
THE Chuxch OF SCOTLAND, THE ( 
Cxaurcu or Roux, &e. meaning | | 
thereby, as I ſhould ſuppoſe, certain | 
diſtinct Congregations of Perſons 
united together by ſome particular 
Tenets of Faith and Doctrine, or N 
particular Modes of Worſhip: We 
profeſs to believe allo in the HoLy 
Carimoliic Caurcn, by which, as I | 
have always been taught to conceive, 
1 is meant the REAL CHURCH OF CURIST, 

4 or the Congregation of his true Chil- | 
dren throughout the whole World, by | 
whatever particular Names they are 

called, or by whatever particular Doc- 

trines and Modes of Worſhip they are 
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according to his Holy Will and Com- 
mandment. 

PHII. And pray, Sir, according 
to your Opinion, in which of theſe ſe- 
veral Senſes is the Term Cxurcn moſt 
PROPERLY to be underſtood ? 

Soyn. I ſhould think in the latter. 

PII. Why do you think ſo ? 

Soyn. Becauſe it is very plain, from 
the general Uſe of the Term in the 


ſacred: Scriptures, as where our Lord 


ſaith, „ Upon this Rock will I build 


« my Church ;”* and where the Apo- 
ſtle calleth the Church the Bopy os 
CurisT,} that it does not ſignify a 
Building of Brick and Stone only ; for 


the ſame Reaſon neither can it ſignify 


any particular Congregation of People 


united together by particular Modes of. 


Worſhip and Tenets of Faith becauſe 
| it 


Matt. xvi, 18. + ColoT, i. 18. 2. 
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it is POSSIBLE that ſuch Congrega 
tion, notwithſtanding their Modes 
of Worſhip and Tenats of Faith and 
Doctrine, may be very UNCHRISTIAN 
and wicked People, and conſequently 
cannot conſtitute that Bopy or CHRIST 
the Church, which muſt needs be pure 
and clean both in Heart and Life: 
The Term Cuvaxcn therefore, pro- 
perly and ſcripturally ſpeaking, as it 
appears to me, 1s to be conceived in an 
UNIVERSAL Senſe, as comprehend- 


ing all true Believers, who worſhip 


the Lord JESUS CurIsT, IN SPIRIT 
AND IN. TRUrn. $4 

Prrt. You diſtinguiſh then between 
the Term Cuukrcn when ſpoken of a 
Building of Brick and Stone; ofa yar+ 
TICULAR CONGREGATION or: CRS 
TLANS; and of the uNIVERSAL Bopx 
OF SINCERE BELIEVERS THROUG H- 
OUT THE WORLD ? 
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SOPH. I do. 

Pnit. And according to this LAST 
Senſe, you think, it is properly and 
{cripturally denominated the Cn RCH 
oF CuRIsT ? 

SOPH. Les. 

PHIL. And that particular Congre- 
gations of People, ſuch for Inſtance, as 
what is called the Chunrcu oF ExNG- 
LAND, the CHURCH OF SCOTLAND» 


or the Cnurcn or Roux, &c. may» 


or may not, make a Part of the vx1- 
VERSAL CHURCH, or Cnurcu oF 
CuRISsT, or Bovy or Curisrt, ac- 
cording as their Lives are formed, or 
not formed, in Agreement with and 
Obedience to the Spirit of a right Faith 
and Love towards CHRIST? 
Sorn. That 1s my Meaning, 

PII. May I aſk you further then, 
What do you conceive to be the rt ar. 
GENUINE CONSTITUENT PRINCIPLES 


necel- 
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neceſſary to form what is properly cal- 
led the Bop or CuuRCH of Cux1srT? 


Sorun. I ſhould apprehend ſuch 


Principles to be a genuine Faith and 
Love towards Chriſt, operating in the 
Heart and Life, producing all the Va- 
rieties of Chriſtian Graces, Virtues» 
and Fruits, and tending thus to Man's 
Purification, a Renewal in an heavenly 
Nature and Image, and conſequently 
a Conjunttion with Heaven. 

PuiL. No Modes of Worſhip then, 
no Tenets or Doctrines of Faith, no 
particular Code of Articles or Canons, 
according to your Opinion, can conſti- 
tute a CHURCH, PROPERLY and $CR1P* 
TURALLY ſo called, if they be ſepas 
parated from the Purities of a genuine 
Chriſtian Faith and Love operating 
as you have juſt now deſcribed ? 

SoPH. That is my Opinion: All 
ach Things, as I conceive, when in a 

M 3 State 
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State of Separation from True Chriſtian 
Faith and Love, produttive of New- 
meſs of Life, may rather be conſidered 
as the SrrUIcHRE or SKELETON of a 
Church, than the Church itſelf. 

Prit. Your Opinion is certainly 
right; keep cloſe to this jusT Idea of 
a CHURCH, and you will readily and 
clearly apprehend all that Baron Swe- 
denberg has ſaid in Regard to a NEM 

nunc. His Doctrine on the Sub- 
je ct is ſimply this: The preſent Chriſ- 
tian Church, through an unhappy De- 
parture from genuine Faith and Love, is 
come to it's Decline, and become No 
Cuvxcn, for where genuine Faith and 
Love are wanting, there can be No 
CuvRcn, according to your own Prin- 
ciples. Not that it is to be ſuppoſed 
that, at this Day, there are no good 
People in the Chriſtian World, who 
tear and love God, but that the Num- / 
| ber 'Y 
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Her of ſuch is ſo ſmall, in Reſpe@ to 


the whole Body of Chriſtians at large, 
that they may compaRATiVELY be 
called vox x, anſwering to that Deſcrip- 
tion in the Prophet, * Yet Gleaning- 
« Grapes ſhall be left in it, as the ſhaking 
« of an Olive-Tree, two or three Berries 
ein the Top of the uppermoſt Bough, 
e four or five in the outmoſt fruitful 
te Branches thereof“. Nevertheleſs, the 
Divine Mercy and Wiſdom requires, 


that there ſhould be a CHURCH on 
Earth, wherein the LORD may be 


known, loved, and obeyed, and thus 
Man may have Conjunttion with God, 
and God with Man, otherwiſe Man- 
kind muſt periſh everlaſtingly : It hath 
therefore pleaſed the LORD at this 
Time to lay the Foundations of a Nzw 
Cnc or, in other Words, to make 


ſuch 
* Iſalah xvii. 6, 
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ſuch niw Diſcoveries of Himſelf, his 
heavenly Will and Wiſdom, and the 
eternal Laws of his Kingdom and Go- 
vernment, derived from the genuine 
Spiritanduncorrupted Senſe of his Holy 
Word, as may operate to the Reſtora- 
tion of genuine Faith, Love, and Cha- 
rity again amongſt Men, and to the Re- 
produttion thereby of all Chriſtian 
Graces and Virtues, and thus to the 
heavenly Order, Happineſs, and final 
Salvation of the Human Race, by re- 
ſtoring them to Conjunttion with Hea- 
ven and the God of Heaven, in the 
Love, the Knowledge, and the Prac- 
tice of the Laws of Heaven, 


Sore. But why ſhould this Church 
be called a xzw Church? Are not all 
Churches oxz and THE SAME, from 
the Beginning of the World, as con- 
ſtituting the Lord's Body, and conſiſt- 


ing of the ſame ſpirithal Principles? 
Pr1Ls 
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Pair. Conſider, Sir, and apprehend 
this well. In Regard to LITE and 
Ess ENCE, there never was or can be 
more than oNE REAL and TRUE 
Cnuncn, as there never was, or can 
be, more than oN Will and Law of 
God, oN Way of Salvation, and ox E 
Body of JESUS CnRISTI; for Life eter- 
nal, or ſpiritual Life, in it's Eſſence, 
ever was, and ever mult be, oN E and 


the SAME, juſt as Life temporal, or na- 


tural Lite, as to it's Eſſence, ever was 
and muſt be oNE and the s AMuE: Ne- 
vertheleſs, as temporal or natural Life, 
at different Times, and in _.fferent 
Places, and by different Means, has 
been variouſly modified, and aſſumed 


different Forms and Appearances a- 


mongſt Men, ſo it has been alſo with 
SPIRITUAL OY ETERNAL Life: it has 
been at various Times, and in various 
Places, and by divers Means of dE 

Openings 


— — 
2 . 
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Openings of the genuine Truth of 
God's Word, variouſly modified, and 
aſſumed various Forms and Appear- 
ances here on Earth, under all which 
it was called, at the Time, a NE 
Cuurcn: Nevertheleſs, each NE 
Cnvrcn was, in Fatt, nothing elſe but 
a Renewal or Re-produttion, and 
thereby Continuation of the ESSEN“ 
TIAL LITE and Se1K1T of the preced- 
ing Church, opened under ſome new 
Form, DisPENSATION, Or APPEAR= 
ANCE, accommodated to the peculiar 
Circumſtances of Time, Place, and 
People, and calculated to exhibit to 
Mankind the Divine Mercy, Love, 
Wiſdom, and Power, in all their in- 
ſinite Varieties, and ever new Glories. 
It is therefore an unſpeakable Satisfac- 
tion to my own Mind to think, that 
ABRAHAM, Isaac, and Jacos, and 


every other ſpiritual Member of the 
Church 
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Church exiſting at that Time, and 
fince, were in Heart CRISTIANs, as 
all true Chriſtians are in Heart the 
CullpREN OT ABRAHAM, and thus 
chat the Patriarchal, Jewiſh, and Chrif- 
tian Churches were in EssENCE and 
LirE ONE and the SAME; and by Pa- 
rity of Realoning, the NEW Cuugch 
now about to be eſtabliſhed will, in 


EssENGE and LIFE, be Onz and the 


SAME with all preceding Churches, and 
ſo conſtituted in the uUntvERSAL Body 
of JEsus CurisT, that the good 
Members of all preceding Churches will 


perceive a Bleſſing from it, as its own 


Members will perceive a Bleſſing from 
and ENTER INTO THE LABOURS OF, all 
preceding Churches, according to what 
is intimated in thoſe Words of the 
Apoſtle, „ Theſe all having obtained 
« good Report through Faith, re- 
« ceived not the Promiſe; God having 


pro- 


—— — — 
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« provided ſome better Thing for us, 
re that they wiTHOUT US SHOULD NOT 
« BE MADE PERFECT,” * 

Sorn. By a NxwW Cnurxcn Doc- 
TRINE then, as ſpoken of in the Writ- 
ings of Baron Swedenborg, am I to 
underſtand a x Ew REvEtLaT1on ? 

Pult. If by a NEW REVELIATION 
you mean a new Law, a new Com- 
mandment, or a new Divine Word, 
promulged immediately from God, to 
ſuperſede the ou.d Law, Command- 
ment, and Word, this you are not in 
any wiſe to underſtand : But if by a 
NEW REVELATION you mean a Re- 
PUBLICATION: and FURTHER OPExN- 
ING of the op Law, Commandment, 
and Word, in Order to it's being more 
clearly apprehended according to it's 
proper and genuine Senſe and Mean- 
ing, and that all the Perverſions there- 


of, 


* Heb. xi. 39. 40. 


4 
2 
2 
ä 

, 
2 


SOPHRON AND PHILADELPHUS: 137 


of, ariſing from falſe or mere external 
Interpretations, may be rectified, and 
it may thus have a fuller Admittance 
to, and Operation upon, the Hearts and 
Lives of Mankind, according to it's 


heavenly Spirit and Intention; this you 
are to underſtand. 


Sor. But ſome may poſlibly aſk, 


Why are not the Holy Scriptures 
THEMSELVES ſufficient for all theſe 
Purpoſes of Inſtruftion and, Righte- 
ouſneſs, without the Aid of Baron 
Swedenborg's Writings ? 

PII. The Holy Scriptures would 
doubtleſs THEMSELVES be ſufficient to 
anſwer all the Purpoſes of heavenly 
Inſtruction and conſequent Reforma- 
tion of Mankind, provided they were 
well underſtood and prattiſed, accord- 
ing to their genuine Senſe and Signi, 
fication. But it ſhould be conſidered, 
that they may be miſunderſtood, and 

N that 


& 
'F 
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that without souND DocrRINE de- 
rived from the Word of God by ſuch 
as are enlightened, the Word of God 
itſelf is obſcure, and to ſome totally 
DARK, or elſe it is FALSIFiED and 
PERVERTEED, every one interpreting 
and underſtanding 'the Scriptures ac- 
cording to the Doctrine which he has 
imbibed from Infancy. Thus the Jews, 
by the falſe Doctrine of their Tr ap1- 
ros, had totally obſcured and per- 
verted the Word of God, making it ox 
noxns Errrer, according to our 
Lord's Teſtimony; and thus it may 
have happened at the preſent Time, 
and according to the Teſtimony of 
Baron Swedenborg has really happened, 
in Conſeqence whereof the pure Foun- 
tain of Livinc WATER is become fo 
' polluted and adulterated, as to be in- 
ſufficient for the Purpoſe of ſuſtaining 
ſpiritual Life; and hence he ſhews the 
Neceſſity of a pure and ſound Form of 
Doctrine 


„ e ee 
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Doctrine being again opened and pub- 
lied to Mankind, in Order to lead 
them to a right Underſtanding again of 
the Holy Word, that they may thus 
drink of the rpuRE WATER or LITE 
for Inſtruction and conlequent Reno- 
vation in Righteouſneſs. How far the 
preſent Times required ſuch a NE 
Form of Doctrine, and how far the 
Doctrine opened in his Writings is cal- 
culated to anſwer the above great End 
and Purpoſe, mult be left to the Deei- 
ſion of ſerious and intelligent Readers. 

Soyn. But Baron Swedenborg calls 
the Doarines, which he has delivered 
in his Writings, by the Name and 
Title of THE DocTRINESOF THE NEW 
JzRUSALEM, or NEW CHURCH: How 
am I to conceive of this 5 

PHIL. You find, Sir, throughout 
the Prophets, particularly in Isa1an, 
Paſſages too numerous to be here re. 


N 2 counted, 


— 
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counted, wherein Mention is made of 
a glorious State of the Lord's Church, 
and particularly, “ that the Light of 
* the Moon ſhould be as the Light of 
Sun, and the Light of the Sun ſeven- 
« fold, as the Light of ſeven Days ;"* 
« that inſtead of the Thorn ſhall come 
« up the Fir-tree, and inſtcad of the 
« Brier ſhall come up the Myrtle- 
« tree; * that for Braſs there ſhould 
« be Gold, and for Iron Silver, and 
« for Wood Braſs, and for Stones 
« Iron;”} denoting a Manifeſtation 


of different Degrees of heavenly 


Truth and Goodneſs, as ſuperior to 
what had been heretofore known, as 
the LicuT or THE SUN is ſuperior to 


the LICHT or THE MOON; or as the 


FiR-TREE and MyYRTLE-TREE are 
{uperiox 


+ Iſaiah xxx. 26, Iſaiah lv. 13. 
{ Iſaiah Ix. 15, 


e OI PIT TE". * 4 
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ſuperior to the THuorn and BRIER; or 
as StrIVER and GoLD are to the 
BASER METALS here ſpoken of. Theſe, 
and many other prophetic Scriptures of 
a like Nature, have in general been 
applied to the firſt Chriſtian Church 
eſtabliſhed at our Lord's Coming in the 
Fleſh, to denote the Bleſſings thereby 
communicated to Mankind. But that 
many of theſe bleſſed Prophecies remain 
yet unfulfilled, and have Relation to ſome 
KUTURE happy States of the Church 
of God, there is every Reaſon to ſup- 
pole. The Book of the ReveLati- 
ONS puts this Matter out of all Doubt, 
there being ExyRtss Mention made in 
this Book of a glorious State of the 
Church vosTERIOR to the. Lord's firſt 
Coming, and deſcribed under: the 
Name and Character of the NRW- IE- 
R US ALE Mu, by which, according, to the 
Teſtimony of Baron Swedenborg, is 

N. 3 ſignified 
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ſignified a Nzw Cuvurcn, or a new 
Diſpenſation of heavenly Truth and 
Doctrine to be opened from the pure 
Word of God amongſt Men, in the 
laſt Ages of the World, to reſtore again 
pure Love and Charity; to remove alt 
Iniquity, Error, and Diſorder; and to 
put Man in Poſleffion of all the Bleſ- 
ſedneſs deſcribed, when “the Taber- 
* nacle of God ſhall be with Men, 


„ and he will dwell with them, and 


« they fhall be his People, and God. 
e himſelf ſhall be with them, and be 
« their God; and God ſhall wipe away 
all Tears from their Eyes ; and there 
{hall be no more Death, neither Sor- 
row nor Crying, neither ſhall there be 
any more Pain, for the former Things 


« ſhall be paſſed away. Baron Swe- 


-, 


10 


cc 


«c 


c«c 


denborg further teſtifies, that the Doc- 


trines of Truth contained in his Writ- 


ings 
* Rev. xxi. 3. 4. 
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ings have all of them Reſpett to this 
new and glorious State of the Church, 
or NR. JERUSALEM, and were in- 
tended to conduct Mankind into it; 
the Loxp having choſen him expreſ- 
fly for this Purpoſe, to unfold the sp1- 
RITUAL INTERNAL Senſe of the Holy 
Scriptures, and to make known again 
thereby to Mankind the great eternal 
Laws of Order, Truth, and Righte- 
ouſneſs, which through corrupt Tra- 
ditions had been miſerably perverted, 
that ſo walking according to theſe 
Laws, they might come out of all falſe 
and evil Principles both of Life and 
Doctrine, and regain their primitive 
Paradiſiacal State of Innocence, Love, 
and Charity, through a bleſſed Con- 
junction with God and his Kingdom. 
SOPH. I am to conceive then of the 
New JERUSALEM, or NEW CHURCR, 
that it is a Diſpenſation of the pureſt 


Good. 


wn 
8. 8 e * . 5 
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Goodneſs, Truth, Righteouſneſs, Peace, 
and Order, revealed to Man from the 
genuine Senſe of the Word of God. 
and that the Dottrines. of this. New 
Diſpenſation. are now at this Time 
opened and publiſhed. to the World in 
the Writings of Baron Swedenborg ? 
PHIL. This is the true Meaning. of 


the NEW CHURCH as ſpoken of. by Ba- 


ron Swedenborg. But let me caution 
you to diſtinguiſh carefully herein be- 
tween the NEw JERUSALEM or NE 
CuuRcn, and it's DocTRiNEsS as de- 
livered in the Writings of Baron Swe— 
denborg; for if this Diſtinction be not 
well attended to, much Miſtake and 


Miſapprehenſion may be the Conle- 
quence. Remember therefore, that 


the DocTRINEs OF THE CHURCH, and 


the CHURcCuy 1TSELF, are very different 
Things. The Docrtrines are merely 
Principles of Truth introduttory, to 
the 
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the Cnurcn ; but the CHurcy 1TSELF 
conſiſts of thoſe Principles brought 
into Life amongſt Men, and incorpo- 
rated with the Spirit of Charity, and 
conjoined thereby with Heaven, and. 
thus rendered living, operative, and 
fruitful from the God of Heaven. It 
is POSSIBLE therefore Man may be 
principled in the DocrRIN E of the 
New Chuck, and yet not be a Mem- 
ber of or belong to the NEW CRHVURcR. 

Sofh. You would inſinuate then, 
it I underſtand you right, that it is not 
lufficient merely to read and under- 
ſtand the Writings of Baron Sweden- 
borg, in Order to become a Member 
of the NEW Cnurcn, but that Man 
muſt be oBEDIEN T to the Doctrine of 
that Church therein ſet forth, joining 
therewith all pure Love and Charity, 
by the Practice of Virtue, before he 


can 


140 DiALOGUES BETWEEN 


can be ſaid to have a Part in the Bleſ- 
ſings of the New JzerUSALEM. | 
PHIL. That is my Meaning: The 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg con- 
tain merely the, PRINCI LES of the 
heavenly, Science needful to open and 


form the NEW Cyuvuxca on Earth, 


either OENERALLXOTINDIVIDUAL TY; 
and as ſuch they vill be found moſt 
highly profitable to all who wiſh to attain 


unto true CHURCH-MEMBERSHIP; but | 


to attain unto CHURcn-MEMBERSHIP, 

it is neceſſary that thoſe Principles ſhould 
be brought into Practice by a Sincere 
Obedience, according to what our Lord 


ſaid reſpecting the DoQrines which, 
He taught, „If ye know theſe Things, 
i happy are ye if ye do them.“ Then, 


and in that Proportion only, the Nzw 


CnvRcy will be opened and formed 
both 
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both 1NDIDIDULLY and GENERALLY, 
which New Cuvrcn, Sir, I conceive 
to be a State of the moſt exalted Love, 
Charity, and conſequent operative 
Virtues and Graces from Heaven, that 
was ever yet manifeſted here on Earth; 
conſiſting in an entire Eradication of all 
the inordinate, falſe and evil Principles 
of Self-love and the Love of the World, 
with all the proud, envious, wrathful, 
and covetous Affections therein origi- 
nating; and at the ſame Time a Re- 
newal or Regeneration, wrought by the 


pureſt Principles of heavenly Good- 


' neſs and Truth, through Obedience, 


in all the ſeveral Forms and Degrees 
of human Life, whether soc1ar, ci- 
VIL, MORAL INTELLECTUAL or $SPI- 
RITUAL, according to what I lately 
ſignified to you in ſpeaking of the Doc- 
TRINE OF LITE as taught in the Writ- 
ings of Baron Swedenborg. Thus, 


and 


148 D1iALOGUES BETWEEN 


and in no other Way, as it appears to 


me, and as thoſe Writings abundantly 
teſtify, “ can the Tabernacle of God 


* be with Men, and he dwell with them, 


© and they become his People. And 
of this 1t would be well that all the 
Readers of theſe Writings ſhould be 
mindful, leſt they ſhould fancy them- 
felves Members of the NEW Cuvukcu, 


merely becauſe they, are acquainted 


and delighted with it's DocrRINES; 
whereas, according to the Teſtimony 
of thole Writings, the NEW Cnvuxcu 
can only be implanted in Man through 
Obedience, and paſſing through the 


ſeveral States of Repentance and Rege- 
neration, and the Temptations or Trials 


proper to each, till his whole Life, in 
all it's Principles, Perſuaſions, and 
Practices, is brought into an entire 


Conformity to the Will and the Wiſdom 


of 
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of God, by an abſolute Humiliation 
and Submiſſion thereto, 

Sor. Well, Sir, my Mind is much 
ſatisfied and delighted with this Idea of 
a NEW Cho Rc, as tending to renew, 
bleſs, and perfect all the Principles of 
corrupt human Nature throughout the 
Earth, by reſtoring them to Conjunc- 
tion with God and Heaven. But what 
am I to conceive in Regard to the 
EXTERNAL Fokus and CEREMONIES 
of this NEW CHURCH? Every Church, 
you know Sir, has it's OUTWARD as 
well as it's INWARD Worſhip. Do 
you apprehend then, or do the Writs 
ings of Baron Swedenborg any where 
ſuggeſt, that any Change will be hereby 
wrought in the ExTERN ALS of Divine 
Worſhip at preſent uſed throughout 
Chriſtendom ?. 

Purt. Sir, the Writings of Baron 
Swedenborg are ſo fully taken up 

98 with 
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with pointing out the Ess ENTIALS ot 
the NEW CuvurRcn, which are pure 
Love and Faith, and a conſequent 
Obedience of Life, that they ſay little 


concerning it's FORMALITIES, except. 


this, that the outward Rites of BAP“ 
isn and the Lory's Sur ER ſhould 
be retained therein, In Regard to 
other parts of external Worſhip, though 
fuch Worſhip is IN GENERAL ſtrongly 


recommended and enforced as expe- 


dient and profitable, yet no yARTICU- 
LaR ForM is expresſly pointed out; 
and therefore ve may reaſonably ſup- 
poſe, that every one is left at Liberty 


to make Uſe of ſuch Fo Rus, as may 


ſeem beſt fuited to his own particular 
State and ſpiritual Benefit. There is 
one Circumſtance however, which I 
cannot help here remarking as of ſome 
Importance, and deſerving ſerious At- 
tention from all the Readers of thoſe 


Writings, 
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Writings, and that is, that very weighty 
Cautions are contained therein againſt 
any raſh or haſty Oppoſition to, and 


Rejection of, thoſe EXTERNAL FORMS 
or WorsHiy, in which Man has been 


EDUCATED, and which are PUBLICKLY 
SANCTIONED in the Country where he 
tives. | 

Sorn. Pray, Sir, be ſo kind 
to point out to me ſome Pallages in 
thole Writings, which contain the 
Cautions you ſpeak of. 

Pair. I ſhall willingly do it, in 
Order to. convince you that Baron 
Swedenborg exerciſed a moſt cool de- 
hberate Judgment in ſuch Things, — 
and was no violent IN NOVATOR in 
Matters not immediately connected 
with Purity of Life, thus ſetting an 
admirable Example to all his Readers 
of wiſe Condutt and of Caution againſt 
haſty Changes in Points Nor Essxx- 

O0 2 TIAL 


152 D1iAaloGUES BETWEEN 


TIAL to Salvation. The Paſlages 1 
mean are theſe: Speaking in his Book 
of HEAVENLY MysSTERIES, n. 1992. 
concerning the ExTERNALS of Wor- 
{hip implanted from Infancy, he has 


theſe Words, „ The Lord is never 


« willing to deftroy ſuddenly, much 
e lels inſtantaneouſly, the Worſhip 


c 


A 


inſeminated in any one from In- 
e fancy, for this would be to pluck up 
e the Root, and thereby deſtroy the holy 
« Principle of Adoration and Worſhip 
« deeply implanted, ' which the Lord 
& never breaks but bends; the holy 
« Principle of Worſhip rooted in early 
« Life is of ſuch a Nature, that it 
« cannot endure Violence, but muſt 
« be bended with Moderation and 
Gentleneſs: And again, in the ſame 


Book, n. 2180, are theſe Words, 


« What is once implanted from In- 
fancy with an Idea of Sandtity, par- 
« ticuarly 
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« ticularly if it be implanted into 
« Children by their Fathers, and there- 
« by rooted in them, tuis the Lord 
« never breaks but bends, unleſs it be 
« contrary to eſſential Order.“ More- 
over, in ſpeaking of a LIFE or PrETY, 
in his Treatiſe on TE NEW JERUSA- 
LEM AND IT'S HEAVENLY DOCTRINE, 
n. 124, he deſcribes it particularly as 
conſiſting in “ a conſtant and devout 


„ Attendance on the public - Worſhip 


« of God, in a frequent receiving of 


c 


A 


the holy Sacrament, and in a right 
« Obſervance of all other Parts of 
« Divine Worſhip, according to the 
« Ordinances of the Church.” To 
this may be added his own Example, 
in that he himſelf continued in out- 


ward Communion with the Church in 
which he had been educated, having 


a few Hours before his Death received 
the holy Communion from a Swediſh 


O 3 Clergyman 
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Clergyman, according to the Form of the 
Swediſh Church, and he never called 

any from the Uſe of thoſe ExTERNALS 

of Worſhip to which they had been ac- 
euſtomed from Infancy. I am neverthe- 
leſs well aware, that Perſons of a cer- 

tain Character, and under the Influ- 

ence of a warm external Zeal for what 

they call the Truth, obſerving ſome 
Differences between certain DoArines 
contained in the Writings of Baron 
Swendenborg, and certain Expreſ- 

Hons in the preſent eſtabliſhed LIT u R-“ 

GciEs, or Forms of public Worſhip, 

Te will be for Puſhing Matters to Ex- 
3 tremes, by haſtily rejetting the op, 
þ and as haſtily introducing x RM Forms. 
„ — This is a Spirit of the NATuRAL Man, 
1 which hath too much, alas! prevailed 
| in all Ages of the Church to it's great 
7% Diſturbance and Confuſion, whilſt 
| "Novelty of Mops and Exrxrs- 
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s10Ns of Worſhip has been more at- 


tended to than NEewNness of LITE, and 
Men have imagined true Church-Mem- 
berſhip to conſiſt rather in awt LL-PEN- 
NED LiTURGyY, than in the living and 
heavenly Graces of aWELL-REGU LAT-= 
ED FAITH and Love. What however 
I would here contend for is, that the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg are 
far from encouraging ſuch a Spirit, 

Sorh. Do you ſuppoſe then that 
the preſent eſtabliſhed Forms of pub- 
lic Worſhip are in themſelves ſo per- 
fe&t, as to admit of no Change for the 
better ? a 

PRHII. This is altogether. a differ- 
ent Conſideration. It muſt be confeſ- 
ſed that in all eſtabliſhed Forms of 
external public Worſhip, there ever 


Was, and probably ever will be, more 


or leſs of Iur ERTECTION, inaſmuch 
as they are all nuxan Eſtabliſhments, 


and 


2 
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and of Conſequence cannot be PER:“E ͥ 
FECT. This is allowed to be the Cale 


with all Liturgies in all Churches 
throughout Chriſtendom at this Day, 


which have grown more or leſs imper- 
fect, according as the Church which 
adopts them has grown more or leſs 


corrupt in Doctrine and in Life. But 


the great Queſtion is, How far are theſe 
Forms, in their preſent Imperfection, 
adapted to the Bulk of the People 


for whole Uſe they were intended? 
May they not be better ſuited to the 


MuLTiTUDE than more perfect Forms? 
We know that the LETTER of holy 


Scripture itſelf, is thus accomodated 


to Man's natural and grols Apprehen- 
ſions, for we read that the Lord taught 
his Word to his Diſciples © as they 


« were able to hear it ;* and he 


had “ many Things to ſay unto 
« them 
Mark iv. 33. 
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«. them, but,” ſays he, © ye cannot 
« bear them now ;”* and may not this 
be the Caſe with the preſent eſtabliſhed 
Forms of public Worſhip? Might 
there not therefore be a Danger in 
making any Change, till the People were 
in a better State to BEAR and profit by 
it? And would it not be wiſer and 
more expedient, and conſequently more 
becoming the Duty of every ſincere 
and humble Chriſtian, at preſent, in- 
ſtead of ſeparating from his weak and 


ignorant Brethren in the Uſe of their 
imperfect Forms, rather to accommo- 


date himſelf herein to their Infirmi- 
ties; to ſet them thus an Example of 
orderly Life and Submiſſion To THE 
OR DINANCESS OF MAN FOR THE 
Lord's ' SakxE; to acquire thereby 
ſuch an Influence over them, as might 


lead them by Degrees to receive more 
| | ſolid 


* John xvi. 12. 
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ſolid and perfect Principles of Doc- 
rine and of Life? The Truth being 
thus recommended, it appears to me 
there might be better Hope of a more 
general Reception, and as the Recep— 
tion became more general, there might 


be Hope alſo, in Proceſs of Time, of 
it's effecting an Alteration and Improv- 


ment in every Liturgy of every Church 
in Chriſtendom. But to attempt a 
Change in any other Way, is as con— 
trary, I am perſuaded, to the whole 


Tenor and Spirit of the Writings of 


Baron Swedenborg, as it would be con- 
tradictory to the Example and Pre- 
cepts of our Lord and his Apoſtles, 
who never rejeted, or even ſpake 
againſt, the Externals of the Jewiſh 
Worſhip, but continued in the con- 
ſtant Uſe and Toleration of thoſe very 
Formalities, which they well knew 
were, in Proceſs of Time, to be done 

away 


11 rr 
* 


1 
SoPHRON AND PHILADELPHUS. 159 


away by the Doctrines which they 
preached. ; 

Sork. But, Sir, I was lately in 
Company where it was aſſerted by a 
Reader of the Writings of Baron Swe- 


denborg, that all the preſent external 
Forms of Worſhip, uſed in Chriſtian 


Churches, are to be conſidered as conſti- 
tuting what is called in the Revelations 
the Dracoxn, Basylon, and the 
GREAT WHORE, and therefore that it 
is DANGEROUS even to come into a 
Congregation where ſuch Forms are 
uled. 

PHIL. Sit, it is an eaſy Matter to 
make Aſſertions, and to apply hard 
Words to favour our own pre- conceiv- 
ed Opinions. I doubt not but that 
the Perſon who made ſuch an Aſſer— 
tion, had affixed, in his own-Ipzas; 
fuch a Signification to the Terms DRA- 
con, BaByLomn, and the GREAT 


WHORE, 
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Wuoks, ſpoken of in the Revelations, 
and made them denote the preſent 
eſtabliſhed Forms of Public Worſhip. 


But I am bold to aſſert, this is a Senſe 


of thoſe Words not to be found in the 


Writings of Baron Swedenborg, who, 


in his Interpretation of them in his 
APOCALYPSIS REVELATA, informs us 
expreſsly, that by the DRAGON are 
fignified all ſuch Perſons in the Chri- 
ſtian World, as © ſeparate Faith from 
« Charity, and attribute ſaving Power 
« to the former without the latter ;” 
and that by BABVYLON are ſignified all 
thoſe, „ who have profaned, or do 
« profane, the holy Things of the 
« Word of God, by the Spirit of Self- 
« love in the Luſt of Dominion;” and 


by the GREAT WHORE thoſe, © who: 


« have adulterated, or who do adul- 
« terate, the holy Truths of the Word 
« of God by Evil of Life.“ But what 


OW 
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now has all this to do with the outward 


eſtabliſhed Forms of public Worſhip ? 
The above abominable Terms, it is 
plain, are here applied to denote, 
not Foxms of DEAD WorpDs, but 
Tempers or LIVING MEN, whether 
of Individuals or of Congregations,who 
either through Evil of Life are con- 
firmed in falſe Doctrines, or, being 
principled in Truth of Doctrine, live 


in Evil of Life. It is therefore well 


to be noted, that every one, yea, even 
a devout Reader and Admirer of the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg may 
juſtly come under the Appellation of 


DRAGON, BABZYLON, and GREAT 


Wu ok, in Caſe his Life and the 
Dottrines which he receives do not 
accord with each other. In Regard 
to the Dancer of entering into a 
Congregation where ſuch Forms arc 
uſed, I cannot fee, for my own Part, 

P whence 
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whence it ſhould come, (even ſup— 
poſing thoſe Forms ſo DRACON-LIKE 
as you have heard them repreſented) 
except from a Spirit of ALSE ZEAL 
and SEVERE JUDGMENT Void of Meek- 
neſs, Moderation and Charity. For if 
Meekneſs, Moderation and Charity be 
not with us, we ſhall aſſuredly be in 
DAN GER, whether in the Usx of Forms, 
or in the REeJzcTtion of them; but if 
we be influenced by true Meekneſs, 
Moderation and Charity, I will ven- 
ture to ſay we might then be unhurt 
and undefiled, not only in an Aſſembly 
of Chriſtians uſing their preſent Forms 
of public Worſhip, but alſo in an Aſ- 
ſembly of Jews or of Pagans, inaſmuch 
for © to the pure all Things are pure; 
tc and who is he that will harm you if 


« ye be Followers of that which is 
&« (ood? 


Soren, 
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SopH. But does not Baron Swe- 
denborg ſpeak of the Danger of join- 
ing together the Faith of what he calls 
the Orp Cnurcn, With that of the 
NEW? 

Pair. He does, and moſt juſtly ; 
becauſe the Faith of what he calls the 
Orp Cuvrcn, is a Faith, he ſays, 
directed towards THREE DISTINCT 
PERSONS in the Godhead, as conſti- 
tuting three diſtin Beings of differ. 
ent Virtues, Powers, and Operations, 
whereas the Faith of the NEW CuuRcn, 
as hath been ſhewn, is directed towards 
ONE PERSON, in whom is the Di- 
viNE TRINITY. The Faith of the 
Orp CuuRcu is alſo diſtinguiſhed from 
that of the NEW in ſeveral other eſſen- 
tial Particulars. But this has Nothing 
at all to do with Modes and Expreſ- 
ſions of Worſhip, which, like nE 
LETTER OF SCRIPTURE, vill turn any 

= Way 
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Way to favour the particular Faith or 
Behef in which Man is principled, 
whether true or falſe: Suppoſing him 
then really principled in the Faith and 
Life of the New Cuvrcn, all his 
Forms of Worſhip, be they ever. ſo 
imperfect, will needs be brought to 
favour that Faith and Lite in his Mind, 
and will thus be conſecrated to his ſpi- 
ritual Good according to the Meaſure 


of his Sincerity in the Uſe of them. 


Soyrn. You think then, that a 
CLERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND, for Inſtance, may receive 
the Doctrines contained in the Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg, and yet con- 
tinue CONSCIENTIOUSLY in the Ex- 
erciſe of his Miniſtry, according to 
the eſtabliſhed Forms of that Church? 


PnIL. I not only think that he may 


continue CONSCIENTIOUSLY in the 


Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, but that he 
would 


* e ere , : 
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would follow the Dictates of a very 


ILL INFORMED CONSCIENCE, if he 
did Rot continue therein; ſo well per- 
ſuaded am I, in my own Mind, that 
it never was the Deſign of Baron Swe— 
denborg in his Writings to call any 
Clergyman from the Exerciſe of his 
Miniſtry, For is it not expreſsly de- 
clared in thoſe Writings, that the 
Clergy are gifted with particular Graces 
of the Holy Spirit, as ILLVMIVA“VÄ 
NATION and INSTRVUcTION,“ and 
are accordingly to be the Perſons, 
who, having firſt Themſelves receiv- 
ed the Truths of the NEW Cnurxcu 
Dottrine, SHALL BE THE MEANS 
OF EXTIRPATING FALSE PRINCIPLES 
AMONGST THE Laity ?F But how 


nov could this poſſibly be the Caſe, if 


P 3 the 


* See TRUE CHRISTIAN REL1GION, n. 146, 
+ See True Chriſtian Religion, n. 784. 
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the Clergy were to ceaſe from their 
miniſterial Functions, as ſoon as they 
had imbibed thoſe Truths? Is not 
alſo expreſsly declared further, in the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg, “ that 
* none ought to teach Truths but Mi- 
— <C« niſters appointed to teach, for if 
« otherwiſe, - then the Church is diſ- 
t turbed with Hereſies, and rent aſun- 
« der?”* If then theſe APPOIN TED 
MrinisTERs were all of them to reſign 
their eccleſiaſtical Functions, who would 
be left, according to the Declaration 
of Baron Swedenborg, to teach the 
Truth? | 
Sorg. But might it not be called 
PREAVARICATION, HYPOCRISY, or 
Diss1MULATION, in a Clergyman, 


to uſe Forms of public Prayer, and 
Confeſſions of Faith, which did not 
agree altogether with his own Ideas? 

PHIL. 


* Sce Arcana Cœleſtia, n. 6 822. 
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Parr. Vour Queſtion involves a 


very nice Point of CasvisTryY; and 


I believe that every Clergyman, who 
accedes heartily to the Dodctrines con- 
tained in the Writings of Baron Swe- 
denborg, will ſuffer more or leſs Trial 
in his Mind before he can be fully ſa- 
tisfied concerning that Point, if I may 
judge from my own Experience For 
the Charge of PxavaricaTion, Hx- 
pocRIsY, and DrssruvLATION, if 
JusT, is a very heavy one, both bur- 
thenſome to the Conſcience and inju- 
rious to the Charatter; and therefore 
will be avoided as much as poſſible by 
every conſcientious Miniſter, - But the 
great Point to be determined in the pre- 
ſent Caſe is, WHETHER SUCH A CHARGE 
BE JUST; and I will tell you ſome 
of the Conſiderations which have in- 
clined me to think that it is x or just, 

at 


f 
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at leaſt in Regard to a MixisTzR or 
THE CHURCH of ENGLAND, who 
receives the Writings of Baron Swe- 
denborg. All the Diſagreement which 
ſuch a Miniſter will find between his 
own Ideas, and the Liturgy of the 
Church in which he miniſters, may be 
referred to two Points, THE DocTriNE 
OF THE TRINITY, and THE Doc- 
TRINE CONCERNING THE CHRISTIAN 
Lord AND REDEEMER: In Reſpett to 
the firſt of theſe Points, a Trinity is 
allowed both in the Writings of Baron 
Swedenborg, and in the Liturgy of the 
Churchof England, and that this Trinity 
confiſts of FATHER, Sox, and HoLy 
GrosT, who all Three make ONE 
ONLY God; and the only Difference 
is in the Manner of conceiving and ex- 
preſſing this Trinity. So in Regard to 
the ſecond Point, the Divisity of the 
| Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Lord and Redeemer is ac— 
knowledged alſo on both Sides, and 
that He is a PRO ER Object of Wor- 
ſhip; and the only Difference here 
again is in the Manner of conceiving 
and expreſſing it. The Queſtion of 
Conſcience then in the preſent Caſe, 
appears to me to be this; Is it PRæ- 


VARICATION, HyPocRisY, or Dis-. 
SIMULATION, for a Clergyman to uſe 


Expreſſions x or ALTOGETHER AGREE+ 
ING WITH HIS own Ip EAS, when yet 
the REAL. Things fignified by thoſe 
Expreſſions, according to the Con- 
ſtruction which he is at Liberty to put 
upon them, Do AGREE WITH H1S 
Ip EAS? Another Conſideration, which 
has had great Weight with me on the 
Subject, is this; May not much Miſ- 
chief come ſometimes from To0 NICE 
A SCRUPULOUSNESS in Regard to 
Points of this and a ſimilar Nature? 

And 
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And may not therefore the Rules of 
good Conſcience, Duty, and Order re- 
quire, that certain private Reluttances 
of Sentiment ſhould be ſubmitted to, 
in Order to avoid ſome greater Incon- 
veniencies which might attend a non- 
Submiſſion? A remarkable Caſe of 
this Sort occurs in the Hiſtory of the 
Apoſtle Paul: You remember how, 
on his return to Jeruſalem, he was per- 
ſuaded by the other Apoſtles To pu- 
RIFY HIMSELF WITH FOUR OTHER 
MEN WHICn HAD A Vow, AND BE 
AT CHaRGEs WITH THEM; and the 
Reaſon urged for his doing ſo was this, 
« that the Multitude might know, that 
** thoſe Things whereof they were 
© informed concerning him were No- 
ce thing, but that he himſelf alfo walked 
« orderly, and kept the Law.“ Here 

the 


See Acts xxi. 17. to 27. 
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the Apoſtle, for the Sake of Ox DER, 
and to avoid giving Offence to the 
Multitude, in a Matter which might 
have been attended with hurtful Conſe- 
quences to theſe his WE ax BRETHREN, 
charitably ſubmitted to do Things, 
which in THEMSELVES, We may well 
ſuppoſe, were not altogether agree- 
able to his own Ideas of what was need- 
ful and meet to be done; for he well 
knew that the Law or ORDINANcEsS 
was then about to be ſuperſeded by a 
purer Diſpenſation. This might be 
called PR&xVARICATION, Hyyrockisy, 
or Diss1MULAT1ON in St. Paul; ne- 
vertheleſs he himſelf was doubtleſs 
thoroughly perſuaded in his own Mind 
that he acted right; and every enlight- 
ened conſcientious Clergyman will be 
thoroughly perſuaded alſo, that what- 
ever he does in Uprightneſs and Sin- 
cerity before God, for good and uſeful 


Ends 
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Ends, for the Preſervation of Order, 


and to avoid giving OFFENCE TO HIS 


WEak Brethren, is done without Pr x- 


VARICATION, HY POCRISY, or Dis- 
SIMULATION, though poſſibly he may 
uſe Words, as the Apoſtle did Ordi- 
nances, not altogether agreeing with 
his own Ideas. The Advice therefore 
which I ſhould with to give every 
Clergyman, on ſuch an Occaſion, is 
this : Let him rather learn to bear with 
the Reluctances of his own private 
Judgment, in the Ule of particular Ex- 
preſſions not preciſely in Agreement 
with ſuch as he himſelf would have 
adopted, than violate the great Law of 
Charity, by forſaking and offending 
his Flock, and thus putting 1t out of 


his Power to do them any Service: 


And let him be aſſured, that if, for the 
Good of thoſe committed to his Care, 
he ſubmits to the ImperfeQtions of hu- 

| man 
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man Eſtabliſhments, and would rather 
PRIVATELY ſuffer a Reſtraint on his 
own Mind from thoſe ImperfeQions, 
than diſturb evsL1ic ORDER, and or- 
FEND A WEAK BROTHER, he is ſo far 
from being a PRAVARICATOR, an 
HyrocRiTE, Or a DisSEMBLER, that 


he deſerves rather to be called a 


MarTyr for the Truth's Sake, inaſ- 
much as he makes a continual Sacri- 
fice of his own Selfwill to the Welfare 
and Edification of others. 

Sorn. And pray, Sir, what Ad. 
vice would you give to a private Lay- 
man, who receives the Writings of 
Baron Swedenborg, in Regard to the 
Uſe of the preſent eſtabliſhed Forms of 
Worſhip ? 

Pant. I would earneſtly counſel 
him, in the Words of the Apoſtle, to 


« ſubmit to every Ordinance of Man 


Q « {or 
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« for. the Lord's Sake;“ and to 


it give no Offence in any thing, that 


the Miniſtry benotblamed.” + I would 
recommend alſo to his molt ſerious Con- 
fideration theſe weighty Words of the 
Lord to his Diſciples, The Scribes and 
« the Phariſees ſit in Moſes's Seat; all 
« therefore whatſoever they bid you ob- 
« ferve, that obſerve and do; but do not 
« ye after their Works.“ I Not that I 
would inſinuate hereby, that the Chriſ- 
tian Clergy at this Day are in as cor- 
rupt a State as the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees of old were; but even sUPpPpos- 
ING it ſo, I would contend from theſe 
Words, that it was the Duty of every 
faithful Diſciple of Chriſt, to pay the 
Clergy the Honour and Reſpett due to 
their holy Office, and to liſten atten- 


tively 


* 


oz pet. ii. 13. + 2 Corinth. vi. 3. 
1 Matt. xziii. a, 3. 
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tively to their Teaching, as s1TTING 
IN THE SEAT, not only of Mosxs, but 
allo of Cukisr and his ArosTLEs. 
I would further wiſh him to attend 
well to the GENERAL Spirit and Tenor 
of the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, 
rather than-to any particular Part of 
them to confirm any particular Doc- 
trine, inaſmuch as he will find a Thou- 
ſand and a Thouſand Things therein 
leading to Purity of Heart, Humility, 
Love, Charity, Mercy, Honour and 
Reſpect due to the Clergy, and all the 
Graces and Virtues 'of a regenerate 
Life, but not a six Lt Wok D through- 
out calling any one to leave the exter- 
nal Forms of Worſhip in which he has 
been educated. I would next point out 
to him thoſe Paſſages in the Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg, which recom- 
mend particularly EXTERN AI Wor- 
SHIP, and which ſhew the great Danger 
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of violating the holy Principle thereby 
inſeminated in Man from Infancy. 
And further, I would recommend to 
his eſpecial Notice what is repeated 
again and again in the ſame Writings 
concerning TRUE WORSHIP, viz. that 
it conſiſts in real Humiliation of Heart 
before the Lord, under the Influences 
of a pure Love and Charity ;* and that 
if the Worſhipper be in this Spirit, all 
his Forms of Worſhip, let them beever 
ſo imperfect in themſelyes, will aſſur- 
edly be conſecrated and fſanttified to 
his eternal Good ; but if he hath not 
this Spirit, let his external Modes 
and Forms be what they may, his 
Worſhip is abominable and profane. 

1 


Note. See Extracts from the AR c ANA 
CELESTLA concerning Piety in the HEAVENLY 
PecTRINE OF THE NEW JERUSALEM. n. 
129. 
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I would further hint to him, that his 
eternal Salvation does not depend upon 
the Foxms or WorDs which he uſes 
in his Prayers, nor upon the LiTuUR- 
GIES OF THE CHURCH to which he be- 
longs, but upon the Sincerity of his 
own Life in departing from all Evil, 
and ſetting himſelf to will, to think, and 
to do what is right and good accord- 
ing to God's Commandments, I would 
therefore counſel him to leave the Ar- 
TERATION OF CREEDS AND LEtTaA- 
NIEs to thoſe, whoſe Office it is, and 
to whom it particularly belongs to 
compoſe and ordain ſuch external 
Forms of Worſhip for the general Ad- 


vancement of Piety, inaſmuch as theſe 


Perſons aLoNE are to be anſwerable 
for the Imperfe&ions of ſuch Forms; 
and I would advife him, at the ſame 
Time, to get all the Good he can from 
them in their prefent State, and not 

© >. make- 
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make them worſe than they really are 
by his Miſrepreſentations or Abuſe of 
them. | Nevertheleſs, if he was a Per- 
ſon in Authority, who had any Power, 
or might be ſuppoſed to have any 
Influence in changing old eſtabliſhed 
Forms of Worſhip for new Ones, which: 
might better anſwer the Purpoſes 
of pubhc Utihty, 1 would then adviſe 
him earneſtly, yea, I would convince 
him it was his Duty, to attempt ſuch 
a Change, whenſoever a proper Occa- 


fion offered, and it might be done 
SAFELY, Without being productive of 


more real Miſchief than real Good; for 
J am not ſuch a Srckles for old Forms 
as to think they are never to be altered; 
nor do 1 believe that the Forms at 
preſent 1 in Uſe are to remain for ever, 
being of the Number of thoſe change- 
able Things of which it is written, As 
A VIESTURE SHALT THOU CHANGE 
THEM, AND THEY SHALL BE CHANGED: 


All 
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All I would inſiſt upon is, that the 
Change ſhould be made with the utmoſt 
Prudence and Diſcretion, at the proper 
and needful Time, and by Perſons alſo 
inveſted with proper Authority to make 
it. And laſtly, I would preſs upon 
him to conſider his Neighbour's Edi- 
fication, and to aſł himſelf this impor- 
tant Queſtion, whether he thought it 
would conduce, his Neighbour's Wel- 
fare and the Good of Society, that all 
the preſent eſtabliſhed Forms of public 
Worſhip ſhould be inſtantly annihilated? 
If his Conſcience anſwered in the 
Negative, I would then make it plainly 
appear to him, how by ſeparating him- 
ſelf from ſuch eſtabliſhed Forms, he 
would infallibly, in ſome Meaſure, 
thwart his Neighbour's Edification, 
and thereby endanger the public Wel- 


fare; whilſt on the Contrary, by coun- 


tenancing fuch Forms, his example 
would tend to the Preſervation of good 
Order, 
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Order, and thus prove edifying to his 
Neighbour, and conducive to the beſt 
Intereſts of Society, 

Sorh. Do you think, Sir, that the 
Clergy are likely to receive the Writ- 
ings of Baron Swedenborg ? 

PHII. I can ſee no reaſonable 
Cauſe why they ſhould not, inaſmuch 
as they will find Nothing in thoſe 


Writings, but what they MHH find 
in their Bibles, and what is warranted 


by the pure Spirit of that moſt holy 
Book. It appears however to me as 
if the Matter would reſt ſimply here : 
If a Clergyman be of a worldly Spirit, 
and be more eager after Gain, Preſer- 
ment, or vain Glory, than the Salva- 
tion of Souls from a Love of Truth 


and Goodneſs, he may then probably 
reject the Teſtimony of Baron Sweden- 


borg, and not believe his Writings, 
and for this plam Reaſon, becauſe he 


may from the ſame Cauſe doubt even 
his 
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his Bible: But if on the other Hand» 
he be a ſincere Seeker after Truth for 
Truth's Sake, and be ſo far removed 
from a worldly and ſelfiſh Spirit of 


Pride, of Preheminence, and of falſe. 


Glory, as to deſire earneſtly the Sal- 
vation of Mankind from a real Love 
of Goodneſs, he will then moſt aſſured- 
ly not only receive, but greatly delight 
in, the Writings of Baron Sweden- 
borg, becauſe he will find them moſt: 
perfectly accord both with the Spirit 
of his own Mind, and with the Spirit 


of his Bible. I would however be un- 


derſtood to make this latter Aﬀertion 
only in Regard to thoſe, whoſe Minds 
have not been warped by  Prejudices, 
and Miſrepreſentations, for theſe 


Things, we know, ſometimes have an, 


Influence on the beſt diſpoſed Minds, 


to make them reject for a Time what. 


afterwards, when thoſe Prejudices are 
removed, 
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removed, and they come to be better 
informed, they receive moſt cordially. 
S0PH., You do not then apprehend, 
Sir, that by the Term NEW CHURCH 
is meant a mere x EW Sedt, or particu- 
lar Denomination of Chriſtians, as 
Qu AKERS, Moravians, Mruo- 
DIisTs, and the like, but that it denotes 
a Diſpenſation of UNIVERSAL Grace, 
Mercy, and Truth, to the whole Hu- 
man Race, without Exception or Li— 
mitation of Time, Place or Sett ? 
Parr. So 1 apprehend; and ac- 
cording to this UNIVERSAL Senſe the 
Term NEW Cnvxcu is adopted by 
Baron Swedenborg, and ſhewn to cor- 
reſpond herein with the concurrent 
Declarations of Holy Scripture, both 
in the Orp and NEW Teſtament, where- 
ſoever that Diſpenſation is pointed at; 
as where it is written in the Prophets, 
« The Lord hath made bare his holy 
« Arm 
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Arm in the Eyes of ALL IHE Na- 
TIONS, and ALL THE ENDS OF THE 
EARTH ſhall fee the Salvation of 
our God.“ Again, The GENTILES 
ſhall come to thy Light, and Kings 
to the Brightneſs of thy Riſing; 
thy Sons ſhall come ROM Far, and 
thy Daughters ſhall be nurſed at 
thy ſide: Then thou ſhalt ſee and 
flow together, and thine Heart ſhall 
fear and be enlarged, becauſe the 
ABUNDANCE OF THE SEA ſhall 
be converted unto Thee, 'the Forces 
of the Gentiles ſhall come unto 


Thee.” T Again, „In this Moun- 
tain ſhall the Lord,of Hoſts make 
unto ALL PzoPLE à Feaſt of fat 
Things, a Feaſt of Wines on the 
Lees; and he will deſtroy in this 
Mountain the Face of the Covering 


s caſt 


® Iſaiah ln, 10, +1faiab Ix. 3, 4, 5. 
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« caſt over ALI PEOPLE, and the Veil 
« that is ſpread over ALL NATTONS.“ 
Again, Fear not, for I am with thee; 
„I will bring thy Seed from the EasT, 
« and gather thee from the WEST; 
I will ſay tothe NorxTn, Give up; 
« and to the SouTn, Keep not back; 
« bring my Sons FROM FAR, and my 
« Daughter, from the Ends of the 
*« Earth.”+F Again, „ I ſaw in the 
„ Night Viſions, and behold, One 
like the'Son or Man came with the 
« Clouds of Heaven; and there was 
« given Him Dominion, and Glory, 
« and a Kingdom, that arr PEOPLE, 
« NATIoNs, agd Lancuacts ſhould 
« ſerve Him Again, It ſhall 
« come to pals afterwards, that I will 
« pour out my Spirit upon ALL 

FLESH." 


* 


„ Iſalah xxv. 6, 7. + Ifaiah xliii. 5, 6. 
T Dan, vii. 13. 14. 
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& FLESH.“ “ Again, © Tus EARTRH 


“e ſhall be filled with the Knowledge 


« of the Glory of the Lord, as the 


ce Waters cover the Sea.“ T Again, 
&« It ſhall come to paſs in that Day 
« that living Waters ſhall go out from 
« Jeruſalem, half of them toward the 
« the former Sea, and half of them 
« towards the hinder Sea; and the 
« Lord ſhall be King over ALL THE 
„EARTH. In that Day ſhall there 
« beoxx Loxp and his NAME ONE. T 
But this is declared ſtill more manifeſt- 
ly in the Revelations in the following 
Paſſages, « After this I beheld, and 
« lo, a great Multitude which no Man 
“ could number, of ALL NaTions, 
« and KinvpREDs, and PEO TE, and 


« ToxcUuExs, ſtood before the Throne, 
R « and 


-_ 


Joel ii. 28. + Hab. ii. 14. 1 Zech. xiv. 2. 9. 
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„“ and before the Lamb.”* Again, 
« The Seventh Angel ſounded; and 
« there were great Voices in Heaven, 
« ſaying, TE Kincpoms or THIS 
** WoriD are become the Kingdoms 
« of our LoRD and of his CurisT.'f 
Again,“ I ſaw another Angel fly in the 
« Midſt of Heaven, having the ever 
« laſting Goſpel to preach unto them 
« that dwell on the Earth, and to 
« EVERY NATION, and KinDRED, and 
« Toncvsx, and PEOPLE.“ T Again, 
ſpeaking of the New JERUSALEM, 
« The NATIONS of them which are 


% ſaved ſhall walk in the Light of it; and 


« the KINGS or THE EARTH do bring 
« their Glory and Honour into it; and 
« they ſhall bringthe Glory and Honour 
« of TuE NaT1oNnsinto it.“ Nothing 
therefore can be plainer than that the 


Lay 
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= Rey. vii. 9. + Rev. xi. 15. Þ Rev, xiv. 6. 
+ Rev. xxi. 24, 26. 
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New JERUSALEM Diſpenſation is to 


be UNIVERSAL, and to extend unto. 


ALL PEOPLE, NaTioNns, and LAN- 
GUAGES On the Face of the Earth, to 
be a Bleſſing unto ſuch as are meet to 
receive a Bleſſing: Sers and SECT a- 
RIANS, as ſuch, can find no Place in 
this GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
RANSOMED OF THE LoRD: All the 
little Diſtinctions of Modes, Forms, 
and particular Expreſſions of Devotion 
and Worſhip, will be ſwallowed up 
and loſt in the unlimited Effuſions of 
heavenly Love, Charity, and Benevo- 
lence, with which the Heart of every 
Member of this glorious NEW CHURCH 
and Bob of JEsus Curisr will 
overflow one towards another. Men 
will no longer judge one another as to 
the mere EXTERNALS of Cnurcn- 
Communion, be they erfe &, or be 
they imperfett, for they will be taught, 


R 2 that 
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that whoſoever acknowledges the Ix- 


CARNATE JEHOVAH in Heart and 


Lite, departing from all Evil, and do- 


ing what is right and good according 


to the Commandment, he is a Mem- 
ber of the NEW JERUSALEM, a L1V- 
ING STONE in the Lord's NEW TEA- 
PLE, and a Part of that great Family 
in Heaven and Earth, whole common 
Father and Head is JESUS CRHRIS r. 
Every one therefore will call his 
Neighbour BROTHER, in whom be ob- 
ſerves this Spirit of pure Charity, 
and he vill aſk no Queſtions con- 
cerning the Form of Words which 
compoſe his Creed, but will be ſatiſ 
fied with obſerving in him the Pu- 
rity and Power of an heavenly 
Life. Such, it appears to me, will 
be the bleſſed Temper influencing 
Mankind, under a Reception of the 
pure Diſpenſation of univerſal Grace 

and 
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and Mercy now going forth; and it is 
my firm Perſuaſion, and a Source of 
unutterable Conſolation to my Mind, 
that there is not a ſingle Perſon 
throughout the Earth, who is princi- 
pled in any Degree of Goodneſs, but 
but what will ſooner or latter be bene- 
fited by this Diſpenſation, and gather- 
ed within the happy Pale of this glo- 
rious New Cnurcn. Nay, I can 
never behold a ſingle Spark of genuine 
Love and Charity, Mercy and Bene- 
volence, in any Perſon whatſoever, 
whether he hath ever heard of the 
Name of Baron Swedenborg and his 
Writings, or not, but I fancy to my- 
ſelf that it belongs to this new King- 
dom or Body of the GREAT RED EEM- 
ER, and as it deſcends from this Ar- 
MIGHTY Los, ſo will it be gathered 
{ooner or later to Him, in the bleſſed 


Acknowledgment that He is it's Fa- 
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THER, PRESERVER, SAVIOUR and 
Gop., But as every human Being, 
who is principled in any Sort or De- 
gree of Good, will find a Bleſſing un- 
der this new Manifeſtation of heavenly | 
Truth, ſo I believe on the other Hand, 
according to. what is abundantly de- 
clared both in the prophetic Writings. 
of the Old Teſtament, and alſo in the 
Revelations, that all who are not ſo 
principled, but live in Evil of Life 
confirmed and unrepented of, will find 
their Miſery and Confuſion hereby en- 
creaſed, being brought into ſeverer 
judgment and Condemnation, accord- 
ing to the great eternal Laws by 
which every new Opening and Diſco- 
very of the Divine Word of. God 1s. 
regulated. in it's Operation. For as it 
was at the Lord's FI RSH Cominc into 
the World, to. open his Word AN RW 
amongſt Men, that this his Appearing 
* was for Joy, Peace, Gathering toge- 0 
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ther, and Salvation to the good, but 
for Trouble, Diſturbance, Separation; 
and Deſtruction to the wicked, fo it 
appears to me, from the general Teſ- 
timony of the holy Scriptures, it will 
be at this his sECOND CoMiNG. 

Sopn. This His SECOND Com- 
ING, Sir? What is it you mean? 
Would you inſinuate that the Eſta» 
bliſhment of this new Church is the 
Lord's sECOND CominG?. 

PHII. Nay, Sir, be not ſo haſty: 
Let me afk you, What it is You mean 
by the Lord's sEc O Comin ? 

Sorn. I have always been taught 
to conceive, that the Lord's szconD 
Coninc would be in the CLoups or 
HEAVEN, WITH ALL HIS HOLY AN- 
GELS, to execute Judgment on the un- 
godly, and to gather the righteous in- 
to his Kingdom, at which Time the 
preſent viſible Heavens and Earth are 


to 


W. 
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do deſtroyed with Fire, and the whole 


material Creation periſh and be dil- 
ſolved. 

PRII. And you conceive this to 
be a juſt and scx1»TURAL Idea of the 
Lord's sECOND COMING? 

Soren. I do. 

PII. But are you ſure that you 
do not put a wrong Conſtruftion here- 
in on the Words of Scripture, for in- 
ſtance taking that, in a mere LITERAL 
Senſe, which was intended to be taken 
in a SPIRITUAL Senſe? You know 
that the Jews of old, by thus abiding 
in the LETTER of Scripture only, 
miſconceived the Nature of the Lord's 
IRST Cominc, imagining that he 
was to appear in ſome extraordinary 


"OUTWARD Pomp, as a TEMPORAL 


Prince and Deliverer, and on this Ac- 
count they were unable to diſcern and 
acknowledge him in his IN TERNAI 


Glory, 
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Glory, as a SPIRITUAL Prince and 
Deliverer. Are you ſure now, that 
by this Idea which you have conceived, 
you are not impoſing on yourſelf as 
the Jews of old did? 

Soern. Nay, Sir, I only declare 
to you what my Idea is on this Subjett, 
and I believe it to be the Idea which 
generally prevails amongſt Chriſtians, 
even the moſt LEARNED. 

PHIL. I believe ſo too; but is it 
more to be more depended upon on 
that Account? The Idea of a temporal 
Prince and Deliverer was what GENE“ 
RALLY prevailed amongſt the Jews, 
even the moſt LEARNED, at the Time 
of our Lord's firſt Advent, but Expe- 
rience ſhewed what a vain and grounds 
leſs Idea that was. 

SOPH. In what other Senſe then, 
pray Sir, am I toconceive of the Lord's 
SECOND CoMinc ? 

Pair, 
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Pil. Why not in a spIRITVUAI 
Senſe? - 

Sorg. How do you mean in a ſpi- 
ritual Senſe ? 

Pair. As a Reſtorer of Righteouſ- 
neſs in the Earth, by opening anew, 


-and re-publiſhing to. Mankind, the 


pure Laws of his Kingdom from his 
own Holy Word; by making Himſelf 
herein KNOWN again to his People, 
who through Evil of Life and Unbelicf 
had loſt the true Knowledge of Him; 
by inſpiring them thus anew with the 
Love of Himſelf and of Virtue; by 
checking the powers of Ungodlineſs 
and Infidelity, which are at this Day 
riſen to ſo alarming a Height; and 
finally by repleniſhing the World with 
all the heavenly Graces, Virtues, and 
Bleſſings of Love, Purity and Peace, 
according to all theſe happy Deſcrip- 


tions gtven by his Prophets concerning 
his 
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his future Church or Kingdom to be 
eſtabliſhed here on Earth. Would 
not yourſelf and every other ſerious 
Perſon call this a REAL Comixc of 
the Lord, full as real as if he ſhould 
appear IN PERSON IN THE CLouDS 
of the viſible Heavens ? Nay, when 
rightly conſidered, would it not alſo be 
found to be a real Coming and Ap- 
pearance IN THE CLouDs?! 

Soph. How do you mean? 

PnII. What, Sir, if thoſe Crovps 
ſpoken of in Holy Scripture, wherein 
we are taught the Sox or Manx is to 
appear, ſhould no more mean x Ar u- 
RAL Clouds, than the MouNxTAIN or 
THE Load or HosTs means a NATU- 
RAL Mountain, or than the River or 
Gop means a NATURAL River, or than 
the noLy City NEW JERUSALEM 
means a NATURAL City? JEnovan, 
you know, 1s repreſented in Scripture 
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as RIDING UPON THE CrouDs and 
MAKING THEM HIS CuarIoTs; and 
HIS WoRsSHiP and STRENGTH ARE DE-. 
CLARED TO BE IN THE CLouDs;* his 
FAITHTULNESS and TxvurTu are alſo 


ſaid to REACH UNTO THE Ciovups:} 


Now can you, or can any conſiderate 


Perſon ſuppoſe, that theſe CLovps, 


on which IEHOVAH RIDETH, Which 
are his CHaR1orTs, in which nis Wok- 
SHIP and STRENGTH are, and to which 
His R1icnHTEousNEss and TruTH 
REACH, mean the NATURAL MATE= : 
RIAL CLoups of the viIsiBIE Hea- 
vens? Would it not be more agree- 
able to Wiſdom and Truth to ſay, that 
by theſe CLoups are rather meant, 
according to the Interpretation given 
in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, 


the LITERAL Senſe of his Holy Word, 


which 


„ Pſalm lxyiii. 24. j Pſalm xxxvi. 5. lvli. 10. 
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which is as a Vail or CLoup hiding and 
overſhadowing the SIR ITV Ar Senſe ? 
Many ſerious Chriſtians have long com- 
plained, that the Book of God's Word 
is become, at this Day, a sEATLED 
Book, according to that Deſcription in 
the Prophet, © The Viſion of all is be- 
« come unto you as the Words of a 
« Book that is ſealed, which Men de- 
« liver to one that is learned, ſaying, 
« Read this, I pray thee; and he ſaith, 
« I cannot, for it is ſealed : And the 
« Book is delivered to him that is not 
*« learned, ſaying, Read this, I pray 
« thee, and he ſaith, I am not learn- 
« ed.”* What now if this sEALED 
Book, through the Divine Providence, 
ſhould. be ortntzD? What if the 
Myſteries of Divine Wiſdom and 
Truth fo long hidden under the LEr- 
TER thereof ſhould at this Day be mani- 


8 feſted, 
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feſted, and made plain to Man's Appre- 
henſion and Underſtanding? What if 
the Powter and GLoRx of the Divine 
Truth ſhould thus appear fhining 
through the CLoups of Darkneſs and 
Obſcurity, which had before covered 
and concealed it ? What if Man ſhould 
hereby be renewed in Righteoulneſs, 
re-taught the Knowledge of IESUs 
Curisr, made, as the Apoſtle ex- 
preſſeth it, to BzHoLD in this Holy 
Word, as IN A GLASS, THE GTLORY 
or THE LoRD, and TO BE CHANGED 
INTO THE SAME IMAGE FROM Glory 
To GLory,* being repleniſhed with all 
heavenly Graces and Virtues of a rege- 
nerate Life? Might not this be truly 
called THE SIGN OF THE SON oF MAN 
COMING IN THE CLouUDs OT HEAVEN 
wits POWER and GREAT GLory ? 


Sorn. 
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SOPH. But how may I be aſſured, K 
that this is the true Sci rURE Idea of 
the Lord's s EON DP COMING? | 1 
PI. Read only the 21ſt Chapter of a 
the Revelations, and you will there find 9 
it plainly declared, that a moſt extraor- 4 
dinary bleſſed Work remains sT111LT to | 
be accompliſhed on THIS EarTn,in the ? 
Way of Renovation of it's Inhabitants | 
in Righteouſneſs. For it is written,, | 
] John faw the holy City new Jeru- / 
« ſalem, coming down from God out j 
« of Heaven, prepared as a Bride | 
« adorned for her Huſband.“ Here it is | 
exprefsly ſaid, that the Holy City cant | 
DOWN FROM GOD ouToOor HEAVEN; f 
and it immediately follows, “ Behold | 
c the Tabernacle of God is with Men, q 
„ and he will dwell with them, and 
* they ſhall be his People, and God | 
„ TIT 
. | 
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« himſelf ſhall be with them, and be 
« their God.”* This Scripture there- 
fore mult necds relate to ſome bleſſed 
Diſpenſation which was to be opened 
or God, and to have Place HERE 
BELOW amongſt Mankind, in an Age 
poſterior to that when this Propheſy 
was Written, 

SoPH. 8o it ſhould ſeem. 

PII. And what then can you, or 
any other ſerious Perſon, poſſibly under- 
ſtand by this noLy Ciry NEW I ERV: 
SALEM COMING DOWN OUT or HEA“ 
VEN, and this TABERN ACLE or Gop 
which is to BE WITH Men, but ſome 
freſh Openings or Diſcoveries of hea- 
venly Truth from the Word of God, 
made known to Mankind, whereby 
they might become his Temples, TA- 
BERNACLES, or Places of Abode ? For 
where can God have his Temple, Ta- 

BER= 
® Rev.cxxi. 3. 
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| BERNACLE, Or Place of Abode, but 
| in upright and pure Hearts, formed by 
q and according to his own holy Will, 
1 Word, or Wiſdom? 
Sopu. But what has all this to dg 
' With the Lorv's Coming? 

Puit. Rather ſay, my dear Sir, 
What is this but the Loxp's Couix d, 
and his Cominc in the utmoſt Reality 
of PowWER and Glory? For can the 
Holy Word. of the Lord be opened 
and made manifeſt? Can it's hidden 
Wiſdom: be diſcovered,. and brought 

f down to Man's Apprehenſion? Can it's 
| heavenly Contents be inſeminated in 
| the human Heart? Can Righteouſneſs - 
and Truth thus be made to flouriſh in 
the Earth, for it's Renewal and Reno- 
vation, without the Lord's Com- 
inG? Was not the Lord's IRST. 
Cominc to open thus his Holy Word 
anew in Men's Minds, and thereby to 
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PEO TE, or, in other Words, to form 
a NEW Choc of true ſpiritual Wor- 


ſhippers? And can a ?:cuLtiar Pro- 


PLE BE AGAIN PURIFIED UNTO HIM, 


through a freſh Publication of the 
GENUINE Senſe of his Word, without 
his Comine again? What I would 
therefore here inſiſt upon is this, in 
Conformity both to what is declared in 
holy Scripture and alſo in the Writ- 
ings of Baron Swedenborg, that when- 
ever and whereſoever any freſh Open- 
ings of the Divine Truth of the Word 
of God are made unto. Mankind, where- 
by a NEW Cuvuxcu of ſincere ſpiri- 
tual Worſhippers is eſtabliſhed in 
the Earth, then and in that Place 
the. LoRD MUST NEEDS COME ; juſt 
as in Regard to an Invivipuar 
Man, whenſoever the Light of Divine 
Truth is opened in his underſtanding, 
and his Mind is renewed in Righteoul- 
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neſs through Obedience thereto, and 
he is thus made what may be called an 
IN DIVIDVUAL CnvRcn, the Lord mult 
needs. ſpiritually come to, and dwell 
with, fuch a Man, according to his 
own Words, « If a Man love Me, he 
« will keep my Words, and my Fa- 
« ther will love him, and we will 
« Come unto him, and make our Abode 
« with him.“ And as we have already 
feen, that by the NEW JERUSALEM 
COMING DOWN FROM GOD OUT OF 
HEAVEN, AND THE TABERNACLE OF 


GOD BEING WITH MEN, is meant ſuch 


a new Diſpenſation of Heavenly 
Righteouſneſs and Truth, or, in other 
Words, a Re-publication of the Di- 
vine Will and Wiſdom from the Word 
of God opened anew, in Order for 
the Formation of a NEW CHURCH a- 
mongſt Men, this muſt needs ſignify, 


and 


1 John xiv. 23. 
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and be the ſame Thing with the Lord's 
SECOND COMING. | 

Soren. Sir, I think I begin to ap- 
prehend your Meaning. You allow, 
with myſelf and other Chriſtians, that 
the Lord is to coME AGAIN upon 
Earth, but you underſtand this to be 
meant $PIRITUALLY, as denoting, not 
the DesTRUCT1ON. of the Earth, but 
it's RxNovaT1oN, by purging it from 
Sin, and purifying the Hearts, the Un- 
derſtandings, and the Lives of Man- 
kind, through the Operation of genuine 
Truth, opened. anew from his own: 
Holy Word: 

Pyit. This is my Meaning: For it 
is plain the Lord's szconDd Cominc 
cannot be to DESTROY the Earth, inaf- 
much as He Himſelf ſays, ſpeaking on 
the Subject, © When the Son of Man 

= cometh, ſhall he find Faith on the. 
| «- Earth ? 
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« Earth?“ And in another Place, 
« Then ſhall two be in the Field; the 
te One ſhall be taken, and the other 
left. Two Women ſhall be grinding 


« at the Mill, the one ſhall be taken, 


« and the other left;“ T which Words 
can have no Meaning, when applied to 
his coming to ptsTROY the Earth, 


but have a moſt inſtructive Meaning 


when applied to his Coming, for the 
Purpoſe of purging and renewing it 1n 
the Senſe above deſcribed. 

SoPH. You conceive then this R- 
NEWAL of the Earth to be ſignified by 
the NEW JERUSALEM, or the NEW 
EARTH ſpoken of in the Prophets and 
the Revelations ? 


PHIL. So I conceive; and this 
RENEWED State of the Earth, or of 
the Hearts and Lives of Mankind, is 

what 


* Luke xviii. 8. 


T Matt. xxiv. 40, 41. 


FR ne Rt A. 
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what Baron Swedenborg calls the 


NEW Cnurcn, the Dottrines whereof 
are contained in his Writings ; and: 


the Eſtabliſhment of this Church, 


through the Opening and Formation 
of the CENUINE Truth of the Holy 
Word of God in human Minds, he: 
declares and clearly proves to be the 
true Senſe and full Subſtance of the 
Lord's szconD ComMinc. 

Sorn. Well, Sir, I find no Objec- 
tion at all in my Mind to this Idea, as 
you have explained it, but it ſeems to 
me both conſiſtent with the true Senſe 
of holy Scripture, and at the ſame Time 
very ſatisfactory, animating, and edi- 
fying; and I promiſe you I ſhall take: 


it into ſerious Conſideration. At pre- 


ſent I ſhall beg Leave only to trouble 


you with another Queſtion or two in- 
Regard to the Writings of Baron Swe- 
denborg; and firſt, Is there any 


Realon 


* . = 2 
n N 8 1 * 


0 
* 
7 
9 
: 
2 
: 
j 
OW 
I 
; 
: 


SOPHRON AND PHILADELPHUS. 209 


Reaſon to apprehend, that the Readers 
of theſe Writings will be expoſed to 
PERSECUTION ? 

PII. Not ſo much, I ſhould con- 
ceive, to o0UuTWARD Perſecution, but 
to INWARD in a high Degree. 

 Soyn. I cannot ſay I underſtand 
clearly your Diſtinction. 

Pair. By OUTWARD Perſecution I 
mean what may ariſe outwardly from 
Men, but by IN WARD, what may ariſe 
from the Oppoſition of contending Per- 
ſuaſions and Principles, in the Minds 
of thoſe who embrace the Dottrines, 


and live accordingly. In regard to 


the firſt, there 1s little Reaſon to be 
alarmed about it, eſpecially here in 
ENGLAND, where an univerſal Tor x- 
RATION is allowed to all religious Sen- 
timents and Opinions, which have not 
a Tendency to create Diſorder in the 
State, Oppoſition, indeed, may be 


excited 


hs — 
—— 
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excited in the Way of Contradiftion 
and Diſpute, both public and private, 
which may be called a Species of PER“ͤ 
SECUTION, eſpecially when attended 
with a baſe and cenſorious Judgment; 
but this will little affect thoſe who cor- 
dially receive the DoQrines, of the 
NEW JERUSALEM, fince they will 
be taught by thoſe Doctrines, that 
the Cavils and Raillery of Men are of 
ſmall Account, provided their own 
Conſciences be upright before God; 
and they will have this further Secu- 
rity againſt Diſpute and Contradic- 
tion, that they will never on any Ac- 
count promote it, either by a Fondneſs 
to enter into Controverſy, or by 
RETURNING RAILING TOR RAILING 
with ſuch as are petulant and froward ; 
knowing that THE SERVANT OF THE 
LoRD MUST. NOT $STRIVE, and that 
true Charity is never contentious about 

| Matters 
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Matters of Opinion, but will BEAR ALL 
THiNGs, SUFFER ALL TuiNnGs, and 
ENDURE ALL THIN Cs, rather than 


kindle the fierce Fire of Debate and 
Animoſity, having Reſpett to what is 
coop in All, and judging every one 
rather from, and according to, the 


Spirit of Goo x Ess, than the zealous 


and ſharp Spirit of Truth ſeparate from 
Goodneſs. Nevertheleſs they will be 
30 ED and PRUDENT to defend the 
Truth, as propez Occaſions preſent 


themſelves, and where it can be done 
to Edification. 


SoeH. You think then that IX WAR 
Perſecution is what may chiefly be ex- 
pected from a Reception of the Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg? pray explain 
to me what you mean * INWARD Per- 
ſecution. 

PII. I conceive it, Sir, in a 
DOUBLE Senle; firſt, in Regard to 


1 DocrRINS E, 


. : ICT on 
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DocrTRINE, and ſecondly in Regard 
to LIFE; firſt, in RegardtoDocrtriNne, 
it will be found no eaſy Matter for any 
one, at this Day, to bring his Under- 
ſtanding out of falſe Perſuaſions and 
preconceived Opinions, or thoſe exter- 
nal Appearances and Apprehenſions of 
Truth, which are at preſent circulat- 
ing ſo plentifully in the Chriſtian 
World, and which are all of them ready 
to oppoſe with Violence the Admiſſion 
of genuine Truth, as manifeſted from 
the genuine Senſe of the holy Scrip— 
tures, cleared from the falſe Gloſſes 


and partial Interpretation of mere 


human Wiſdom and Learning. This 
will be particularly the Caſe with ſuch, 
as in religious Matters have heretofore 
thought much for themſelves, and con- 
firmed their Minds in any falſe or wild 
Perſuaſions, whether ariſing from a 
Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, Fanaticiſm, or 

any 
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any other miſguided and blind Devo- 
tion. And in the ſecond Place, in 
Regard to LIFE, it will be found a ſtill 
more difficult Thing to bring this into 
Conformity to pure Dottrine, by con- 
ſtantly having Reſpett to the chief End 
of tuch Dottrine, which 1s Charity, 
through Humiliation and Obedience; 
by regarding ſpeculative Opinions no 
further than as they are directed to this 
End; by exalting the Spirit of Mercy, 
Love, and Meekneſs, above that of 
curious Knowledge in deep Myſteries, 
and the Sciences of holy Things; by 
judging no longer either ourſelves or 
others from and according to the 
LATTER Spirit, but the FORMER; by 
not reſting in the mere Illumination of 
the Underſtanding, but proceeding to 
the thorough Purgation of the Will and 


Affections, according to ſuch Illumi- 


nation; in ſhort, by joining together 
T 2 the 
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the Principles of pure Goſpel Charity 
and Goſpel Faith, fo that both may 
become operative in the Life, and the 
whole Man thus, with all his vital 
Powers and Activities, being humble, 
ſubmiſſive, and yielding to heavenly 
Influences, may be formed and fixed 
in the heavenly Life and Order of the 
Kingdom of God, and bring forth the 
heavenly Fruits thereof to God's Glory, 
and the common Good. This, as it 
appears to me, is TRULY to reccive the 
Dottrines of the New IE RVUSALEM, 
and in the Accompliſhment of this 
Work, all, who ſo receive thoſe Doc- 
trines, muſt expect to meet with much 
[1NWARD Perſecution of oppoſing Spirits 
and Principles: Nevertheleſs, if they 
continue patient and faithful, they will 
experience ſooner or later the Truth 


of thoſe conſolatory Words, * Bleſſed 


« are they who are perſecuted for 
Righteouls 


P 
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« Righteouſneſs Sake, for theirs 1s the 
Kingdom of Heaven.” “ 

Soyn. In what Manner then do you 
ſuppoſe the Dottrines of the New 
Cnvuacuy here on Earth can be moſt 
effectually propagated, and the New 
Cu vxcn eſtabliſhed ? 

Part. As to the PROPAGATION OF 
THE DOCTRINES, I think it may moſt 
effettually be promoted by the PRESS; 
that is, by PRINTING and CIRCULAT- 
ING the Writings of Baron Sweden- 
borg, wherein thoſe Dottrines are 
contained, The Clergy allo, when 
they become acquainted with, and Re- "1 
ceivers of thoſe Doctrines, may be a 
Means of circulating them amongſt 
their reſpective Flocks, by ext acninG 
them from the Pu pi. 

Sorn. Would you think it right in 
a LAYMAN, who received thoſe Doc- 


T 1 trines, 
Matt v. 10. * 


9 
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trines, to ſet himſelf up for a public 
Teacher and Preacher of them in the 
Streets, or in private Conventicles ? 


Pr1Lt., No, Sir, I mould think this 
would be confounding the Order of 


CLERGY and LIT, which, accord- 


ing to the Teſtimony of thoſe Doarines, 
ought not to be confounded by any 
Means; it would allo tend, according 
to their further Teſtimony, to intro- 
duce Diſturbance, Hereſy, and Con- 


fuſion into the Church, for it is ex- 


preſsly declared in the Writings of 
Baron Swedenborg, as was obſerved 
above, that « None ought to teach 
« Truths but Miniſters appointed to 
« teach; for if otherwiſe, then the 
« Church is diſturbed with Hereſtes, 
« and rent aſunder:““ It would hke- 
wiſe be a Means of bringing the Writ- 
ings themſelves into much Diſcredit 

and 


* See Arcana Cœleſlia, n. 6922. 
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and Reproach, by encouraging Dil- 
order in the Church, and tending to 
throw down all Diſtinction of Perſons 
and Characters, which is by no Means 
the Deſign of thoſe Writings. I am 
further of Opinion, that the utmoſt 
Prudence and Diſcretion will be re- 
quired, in ſpeaking of theſe Doctrines, 
whether publicly or privately, leſt, be- 
ing too haſtily preſſed upon any one, 
they ſhould be miſconceived, miſun- 
derſtood, or perverted, for Want of 
due Preparation in the Hearer to re- 
ceive them aright; for all, we know, 
are not capable of receiving the ſame 
Truths, and therefore Truths them- 
ſelves ought in Charity to be witheld 
from ſome Perſons, leſt Tus PEARLSC 
SHOULD BE CAST BEFORE OWINE. 
Our Lord's Example, on this Occaſion, 
is a Leſſon we ſhould never forget; 


« And with many ſuch Parables ſpake 
10 he 
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« he the Word unto them, as they 
« were able to hear it.“ “ 

Sor. You conceive then that the 
NxwChuncn will be moſt effeQually 
eſtabliſhed by Means of the PRESS and 
the Pul PIT? 

PRIL. No, Sir; do not miſunder- 
ſtand me. I ſaid only that THz Doc- 
TRINES OF THE New CHURCH WOULD 
BE MOST EFFECTUALLY PROPAGATED 
BY THIs MEANS; but, as I hinted to 
you before, there is a very great Dif- 
ference between THE PROPAGATION 
OF THE DocTRINEs, and THE ESTA- 
BLISHMENT OF THE CaHuRrcn. The 
Cuuxch can only be eſtabliſhed by 
LIVING IN CONFORMITY TO THE 
DocrRINESs: If the Dodrines there- 
fore be only read or heard, and are not 
brought into Life through Obedience, 
there can be no NEW CuuRcn, even 


ſuppoſing 
Mark iv. 32. 
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fuppoſing the Writings of Baron Swe— 
denborg were circulated throughout 
the whole Earth, and underſtood per- 
fectly by every Inhabitant thereof. 
Soyrn. Do you ſuppoſe then that the 
DocrRix Es contained in the Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg may be pER- 
VERTED, and RENDERED USELESS? 
Puit., Tell me, pray Sir, what is 
there ſo good, and ſo pure, which is 
not capable of being perverted and 
abuſed? May not the pureſt Atmoſ- 
phere be contaminated ? May not the 
moſt wholſome Waters be rendered 
putrid? May not the moſt generous 
Wines be adulterated ? What has been 


more perverted and abuſed than the 
pure and holy Word of Truth itſelf, 
whilſt, as the Lord teſtifieth, “ it 
c hath been made of none Effect 
« by the Traditions of Men;“ and as 


the 


* Se Matt. xv. 6. 
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the Apoſtle teſtifieth, “ They that are 
c unſtable and unlearned have wreſted 
* jt to their own Deſtruction ?”'+ And 


there 18 no Reaſon to expett that the 
Dottrines of the EW JERUSALEM will 


be exempt, in this Reſpe&, from the 
general Condition of all other Things. 
IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT OFFENCES 
COME, and to prevent our being of- 
fended or diſcouraged hereat, the Lord 
permitted a Ju p As to have Place in 
the Apoſtleſhip. Had I therefore a 
Thouſand Tongues, I ſhould think 1 
never could uſe them enough, in re- 
peating again and again to all the 
Readers and Receivers of the heavenly 
Doctrines contained in the Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg, that if they 
ſhould fall ſhort in the Practice of 
them; if they ſhould fancy they are 
of the Lony's NEW Cuunrcn, merely 

becauſe 


+ See 2 Pet. ili. 16. 
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becauſe they accede to thoſe Dodtrines; 
if they ſhould be ſatisfied with an Illu- 
mination of their Underſtandings there- 
by, without labouring to make pure 
their Wills and Aﬀettions; if they 
ſhould become thus WISE IN THEIR 
own Coxcerrts, whilſt their unrenew- 
ed Tempers and Diſpoſitions declare 
them to be unis; if they ſhould 
think light of the great Duties of Re- 
pentance, Humiliation, Self-demial, 
Charity, Meekneſs, Moderation, and 
Obedience, being PUFFED UP WITH 
KNOWLEDGE ; if they ſhould judge and 
cenſure others, who cannot think as 
they do, and deſpiſe former Diſpenſa- 
tions of Wiſdom and Holineſs; if they 
ſhould leave the fure Way of the Croſs, 
and choole for themſelves another Way 
to Heaven; if they ſhould loſe Sight of 
the great ESSENTIAL EN Ds of the Doc- 
trines they embrace, and begin to con- 

tend 
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tend about FoRMALTITIESH; if they 


ſhould confound the appointed Diftine- 


tions of Order in Society, and intrude 
into Stations to which they are not 
called ; if, in ſhort, they do not- take 
Heed to advance in Charity and Pu— 
rity of Life, as they advance in Science, 
and to become more humble and more 


holy, according to their more perfect 


Knowledge of the Nature and Mea- 
fures of Holineſs; in this Caſe, they 
will pervert and render uſeleſs the pure 
and edifying Dottrines of the NEH 
Cuunch, and will proportionably re- 
tard it's Eſtabliſhment, and they may 
be compared to that „ fooliſh Man 
« who built his Houſe upon the 
« Sand; and the Rain deſcended, 
« and- the Floods came, and the 
« Winds blew, and beat upon that 
« Houſe, and it fell, and great was 
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« the Fall of it.“ But if, on the 
contrary, they are wiſe to live as 
they have been taught, and to bring all 
their Knowledges, Dottrines, and Opi- 
nions, into humble Obedience to the 
Spirit of Charity; if tothe WIs DOM of 
the SERPENT they join the HARAu- 
L ESSNESS of the Dove, and to the 
UNDERSTANDING Of MEN, the Stu- 
PLICITY and INNOCENCE of LITTLE 
CHilDREN ; if they labour thus to be- 
come 'newly formed, quickened, en- 
livened, and ſanctified entirely of the 
Lord, by and through his Spirit in all 
the Parts and Principles both of Soul 
and Body; if they are careful, accord- 
ing to the great Law of Charity, opened 
and explained in the Doctrines of the 
New JERUSALEM, each to act up- 
rightly and faithfully in his own Sta- 
tion and Calling, and not intrude into 


U the - 
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the Stations and Callings of others; if 
they account CHARITV a greater Thing 
than KNowLEDGE, and ſeek rather to 
be humbled in OBtDitNce, than to 
be exalted in Science ; if they are wile 
to bring forth the Fruits or Hori- 
NESS in their Lives, in the ſame Pro- 
portion that they multiply Truths in 
their Underſtandings; in this Caſe 
the heavenly Dottrines of the NE 


 Cnvxcu will be preſerved pure from 


all Perverſion, and will be found to be 
moſt ſalutary and efficacious in the 
Reſtoration of Man's ſpiritual Princi- 
ples, and thereby to the Eſtabliſhment 
of the New JERUSALEM here on 
Earth; and all who thus receive and 
practice thoſe Doctrines, may be 
likened unto that “that wiſe Man, who 
« built his Houſe upon a Rock; and 
« the Rain deſcended, and the Floods 
came, and the Winds blew and beat 


ce upon 
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te upon that Houſe, and it fell not; 
« for it was founded upon a Rock.” * 

Sorh. And pray, Sir, what do you 
ſuppoſe will be the Effects of ſuch a 
right unperverted Reception of theſe 
Dottrines amongſt Men? 

PII. It appears to me that Man- 
kind will be enabled thereby to attain 
unto a more exalted Spirit of Love and 
Charity; unto a purer and more diſ- 
tinct Illumination of Wiſdom and 


Truth; unto a greater Freedom in the 
Exerciſe of ſpiritual Powers and Fa- 
culties; unto a fuller and more exten- 
_ hive Operation of ſpiritual Life in all it's 
ſeveral Degrees, and thus unto a purer 
Intercourſe and cloſer Conjundtion 
with Heaven and the Lord of Heaven, 

than was heretofore attainable. 
Soren. Do you mean, by ax INTER“ 
COURSE AND CONJUNCTION WITH 
Us2 HEAVEN, 


® Sec Matt. vii. 24, 25. 
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HEAVEN, that the Readers of the 
Writers of Baron Swedenborg are to 
expect and look for the ſame heavenly 
Communications, in the Way of open 
Viſion and Voice, that Baron Sweden- 
borg himſelf enjoyed? 

Px1it. No, Sir; that is not my 
Meaning: Such ofEN Communica- 
tions were indeed vouchſafed to Baron 
Swedenborg for wiſe Purpoſes of the 
Divine Providence, but he never leads 
his Readers, in any Part of his Writ- 


ings, to expect the ſame. He leads 


them, however, to expett and look 
fer what amounts to the ſame; yea, 


what is even greater and more excel- 


lent. 

Soren. As how? 

PüII. In the Way of 1xvisIBLY 
Communication and Aſſociation with 
Heaven and it's Inhabitants. 

Soren, I do not comprehend you. 

| PHIL. 


2 2 Fj 
. © 
0. * 
* * * 0 
* * ö — = - 


; 
. OILY bt, IPs 


SOoPHRON AND PHILADELPHUS. 227 


PHIL. Know then, Sir, and under- 
ſtand, that, according to the Teſtimony 
of the ſacred Writings, as opened by 
Baron Swedenborg, every Man hath 
Communication and Aſſociation with 
the inviſible World of Spirits, whether 
he knows it or not, according to the 
Nature, Quality, and Meaſure of his 
Love, and the Nature, Quahty, and 
Extent of his Wildom, as grounded in, 
and derived from, that Love. If, there- 
fore, the ruling Principles of Man's 
Will be formed according to heavenly 
Love, which is Love towards the Lord 
and Love towards his Neighbour, and 
the ruling Perſuaſions of his Under— 
ſtanding be formed according to the 
Wiſdom of ſuch Love, which is the 
genuine Truth of the Holy Command- 
ment or Word of God, he then lives, 
wills, thinks, ſpeaks, and atts propor- 


tionably from Heaven, and in Con- 


U3 junction. 
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junction therewith, and is in inviſible 


Aſſociation continually with the bleſſed 
Inhabitants thereof, being internally, 
as to his Spirit, united to, and one 
with them. And ſuch invisisLE 
Communication I hold to be greater 
and more excellent than any which is 
OPEN and MANIFEST, agreeable to 
the Import of our Lord's Words to 
Thomas, Thomas, becauſe thou haſt 
* ſeen Me, thou haſt believed; bleſſed 
« are they that have not ſeen, and yet 
« have believed “.“ 

Sor n. But, Sir, I had always con- 
ceived it to be a Mark of extraordinary 
Purity and Holineſs in any one to be 
favoured with {piritual Viſions and Ma- 
nifeſtations, and was led to think very 
highly of Baron Swedenborg on this. 
Account. 

PHIL. 


John xx. 29. 
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Pair. This is the Caſe with the 
Generality of Mankind. They are apt 
to be caught with ArPEARANcES, and 
to exalt them above the SUBsTANCE 
and ReaLiry of Things. Many, for 
Inſtance, would think it a GREAT 
Thing to ſee the Lord Face to Face, 
to converſe with Angels and Spirits, 
and to be caught up with St. Paul into 
the TyuixDd Heaven, who yet eſteem 
it but a MALL Thing to become hum- 
ble, meek, charitable, and obedient 
Chriſtians; when nevertheleſs a rightly 
humble, meek, charitable, and obe- 
dient Mind ever ſees God, ever con- 
verſes with Angels, and is ever in the 
Third Heaven, according to the trueſt 


and fulleſt Senſe of thoſe Expreſſions, 
and attains thus unto. a higher State of 


Purification and Acceptation with God, 
than could poſſibly be effected by any 


mere 
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mere outward Viſions and Revela- 
tions. | 
Sor h. Ought not I then to think 
highly of Baron Swedenborg by Reaſon 
of his ſpiritual Communications? 
Part. Yes, Sir, aſſuredly; but not 
more highly of him, on this Account, 
than of any other humble, ſincere, and 
charitable Chriſtian, who truly fears 
God and. keeps his Commandments. 
For Baron Swedenborg had no parti- 
cular Merit by Reaſon of his high 11- 
tuminations and ſpiritual Intercourſes, 
and if you could aſk himſelf, I am 
perſuaded he would tell you ſo; 
and that all his REAL Merit and 
Greatneſs conſiſted in greatly exalting 
God and his Holy Word, in making 
himſelf very little, in thinking vilely of 
himſelf as himſelf, and in endeavour- 
ing continually to amend himſelf by a 
more ſincere Repentance and Obe- 
| dience 
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dience to God's holy Will and Com- 
mandments, according as all other 
Chriſtians are called to do, and in the 
doing of which they are as highly fa- 
voured of God, have as near Inter- 
courle with his Kingdom, and are as 
acceptable to Him, as the moſt illumi- 
nated of his Saints and Seers. 

Soen. You think then, that in Pro- 
portion as the Dottrines of the New 
JERUSALEM are received and formed 
into Life, Mankind will be enabled to 
attain unto a purer Intercourſe and 
cloſer Conjunction with Heaven, and 
thereby with the Lord of Heaven, in 
the Way of inviſible Communication 
_of Righteouſneſs, Truth, and Peace, 
than heretofore ? 

PHIL. I think ſo, and for this 
Reaſon, becauſe by the Doctrines of 
the New JzruUSALEM, Mankind will 
be ſupplied with purer and ſounder 


Prin- 


4 
| 
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Principles of Truth for the Formation 
and Regulation of the Life, in all it's 
ſeveral Degrees; and every one knows, 
or may know, that Man's Connec- 
tion with Heaven mult depend altoge- 
ther upon the Pureneſs and Soundneſs 
of thoſe Principles. For Heaven, it 
muſt be allowed, is a Form of the 
pureſt and moſt perfe& Order, derived 
from the Word of God, according as 
it is written, „By the Word of the 
« Lord were the Heavens made; * and 
in Conſequence of being ſuch a Form, 
Heaven is capable of receiving the 


pureſt and moſt perfect Life from God, 


which is the Life of Love and Cha- 
rity, every Thing receiving Life ac- 
cording to it's Form: In Proportion, 
therefore, as Mankind ſuffer their 
Minds to be made Forms of pure and 
perfe Order from the Word of God, 

in 


* Pſalm xxxill. 6. 
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in the ſame Proportion they come into 
the Form of Heaven, and conſequently 
are receptive of the pure and perfect 
Life of Heaven; and being of the ſame 
Form, and partaking of the ſame com- 
mon Life, they muſt of Neceſſity be 
one, and in cloſe Conjunttion with 
each other, according to the Words of 
the Lord concerning thoſe who re- 
ceived his Doctrine, „The Glory 
© which thou gaveſt Me I have given 
« them; that they may be One, even 
« as We are One; I in Them and 
« Thou in Me, that they may be made 
« perfect in One.“ “ 

Soren. You ſuppoſe then, Sir, that 
by the Reception of the Do&rines of 
the NEW JERUSALEM, and their For- 
mation in the Life, there will be ef- 
fected ſome Renewal of the INTERNAL 
SPIRITUAL Forms of Man's Mind or 

Spirit, 


John xvil. 22, 23. 
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Spirit, whereby thoſe Forms vill be 
rendered capable of receiving the 
purer Influences of the Life of Heaven, 
which is Love and Charity, and Man 
will thus be cloſer joined with Heaven 
and it's Inhabitants in ſpiritual, though 
inviſible Intercourſe and Aſſociation, 
tending to improve the Bleſſedneſs both 

of his temporal and eternal Life ? 
PRII. That is my Meaning; for 
it appears to me, that the preſent 
fallen, degraded, miſerable, and ſinful 
State of Man, in which he is ſo far ſe- 
parated from Communication with 
Heaven and it's bleſſed Life, is owing 
ſolely to the Perverſion of the internal 
ſpiritual Forms of his Soul, or Spirit, 
occaſioned by Evil of Life, and a De- 
parture thereby from an Obedience to 
the genuine Truth of God's holy Word; 
but as he returns to the Truth in Obe- 
dience and the Good of Life, all thoſe 
perverted 
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perverted Forms of his Spirit will be 
reſtored to their primitive Order, and 
he will thus be renewed in primitive 
Beauty and Integrity of Form, where- 
by he will be capable of near Commu- 
nication and bleſſed Intercourſe again 
with God and Heaven. 


SoPH. But you were ſpeaking of the 
Renewal of theſe ſpiritual Forms in ALL 


THE SEVERAL DEGREES. OF LIFE: 


How am I to underſtand this? 

PII. Confider and underſtand, Sir, 
that Man's Life conſiſts of ſeveral De- 
grees, as the NATURAL, the RATIONAL, 
and the sPIRITUAL Degrees, and in 
the preſent Corruption, Diſorder, or 
Perverſion of human Spirits through 
Sin, all theſe ſeveral Degrees have 
ſuffered Injury, being disfigured as to 
Form, and degraded as to Life; but in 
the Renovation under the NEW IE RU “E 
SALEM Diſpenſation, there is good 
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Reaſon to hope, that all theſe ſeverat 

Degrees of human Life, whether x A- 

TURAL, RATIONAL, or SPIRITUAL, 

will be reſtored each to Newneſs of 

Form and Order, and thereby fitted to 

receive Newneſs of Life and Bleſſed- 

| neſs. And deny me not, Sir, the de- 
| lightful Indulgence of this Hope, who 
have long been a Mourner in Z1ox, 

weeping over her Deſolations, and la- 

| menting the Perverſion and Deſtruc- 1 
tion of her beautiful and heavenly 5 

Forms: For ſurely the Promiſes of 

God muſt have their Accompliſhment. 

HATH HE SAID, AND SHALL HE NOT 

Do IT? OR HATH HE SPOKEN, AND 4 

SHALL HE NOT MAKE IT GOOD? Was 

the New JERUSALEM foreſeen DE- 

SCENDING FROM GOD OUT or 

HEAVEN, and ſhall it not deſcend ? 

HEAVEN AND EARTH MAY PaASsS 


AWAY, BUT His WORD sSHALI. NOT ö 
PASS 4 
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PASS AWAY. And charge me not, Sir, 
with the Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, when I 
aſſure you, that it is not only my fond 
Hope, but alſo my firm Belief, that the 
noLly Cirty is already beginning to 
deſcend to the rectifying and regulat- 
ing all the fallen diſordered Powers, 
Principles, and Forms of the Human 
Spirit and Body. Mankind ſurely will 
henceforth love God and one-another 
more heartily, cordially, and effec- 
tually, than they have heretofore done. 
The Corruptions of ſelfiſh, worldly, 
fleſhly, and corporeal Love will be re- 
moved. All the $se1riTuar Powers 


and Affections will be purified, and re- 


ſtored to their proper Order and Sub- 
ordination, in the Acknowledgment of 
and Submiſſion to their Divine Ori- 


ginal, the manifeſted JEHOVAH. In 


the mean Time the RATTONSAL Powers 
of the Mind will partake of the hea- 
| X 2 venly 
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venly Benediction, by the right For- 
mation and Uſe whereof Man will be 
enabled to diſcover ſolid Principles of 
Truth, and to confirm himſelf therein, 
to the Exaltation, Regulation, Purifi- 
cation, and Security of his Spiritual 
Life. The Diſtinctions between Good 
and Evil, Truth and Error, will thus 
be more fully aſcertained, the Laws of 
eternal Order better underſtood, and 
the ſeveral Duties of Man, in his ſe- 
veral Relationſhips, as an Inhabitant 
both of this World, and of another, 
more clearly diſcerned and perceived. 
Enthuſiaſm, Fanaticiſm, and all the 
Errors of a wild and diſordered Ima- 
gination, ariſing from a blind Zeal, 
will be hereby ſupplanted, and will give 
Place to a clear, calm, and ſteady. II- 
jumination of the Intelle& from the 
genuine Senſe of God's Word, well 
tormed in the Life, and well digeſted 


in 


PP 
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in the rational Mind. Nor will the 
NATURAL Powers be left unbleſſed: 
All the naTURAL ArFEcTioNs, which 
are agreeable to the Divine Goodneſs, 
will be preſerved alive, being traced 


up to, and joined with, their corre- 
ſpondent ſpiritual Loves, wherein they 


originate, Every NATURAL KNOW- 


'LEDGE will be called in to adorn the 


NEW JERuSALEM Temple, and will 
lend it's Aid to ſing the eternal Praiſes 
of Him WHO $ITTETH ON THE 
THRONE, AND OF THE LAMB FOR 
EVER AND EVER. Every USEFUL 
ART and SciExck allo, and whatever 
elſe may contribute to Man's natural 
Comforts and Conveniences here be- 
low, will be reſtored to their proper 
Place and Order, become ſanctified in 
the Divine Subordination, and called 


HOLY UNTO THE LoRD; whillt all 


VICIOUS, VAIN, and FRIVOLOUS 


X 3 ARTS, 
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Ars, and all Scitxce, FALSELY SO 
EALTED, vill flee away, like the Shades 
| of Night before the riſing Sun. And 
as Man's coxPOREAL Part hath par- 
took of the general Corruption through 
Sin, and become thereby DETORMED, 
INFIRM, and DISEASED, ſo, in the Re- 
novation of his internal ſpiritual Forms 
through Righteouſneſs, why may not 
| we realonably ſuppoſe, that this cor- 
| | POREAL Part will partake alſo of the 


Bleſſing, and that even the Bop1xs of 
Mankind will in Proceſs of Time re- 
cover their priſtine Health, Soundneſs, 
and Beauty? In ſhort, Sir, I believe 
every human Principle and Power will 
| by this Diſpenſation be ſo reſtored and 
[| renovated as to unite all Mankind in 
one general Confeſſion and Adoration 
| of a Creator, Redeemer, .and Saviour, 
4 in the glorious Perſon of our Lord 


„ 


„* 
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Jeſus Chriſt, one God bleſſed for ever- 
more. | 3 
Sou. Is it to be ſuppoſed that, un- 
der this Diſpenſation, any Change will 
take place in the external State of civil 
Society, ſo as to overthrow the Dil- 
tinctions of RANK and ORDER amongſt 
Mankind ? 
 Px11.. No, Sir; it is to be ſuppoſed 
that the preſent Diſtinctions of Rank 
and Order will continue, and that 
nothing will be changed but the STATE 
or Mixp in which thoſe Diſtinctions 
will be held and exerciſed; there will 
therefore ſtill continue to be a Diffe- 
| rence of Station, of Office, and of 
0 Character amongſt Men, but the 
PRIDE and VAN IT ariſing from that 
Difference will be removed and loſt, 
for every Member of the NEW IERVU-/ẽ 
RUS ALEM, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, will conſider himſelf as a SER- 
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VANT of the Public, in the Station ap- 
pointed for him by an all-wiſe Provi- 
dence, to promote the common Good, 
under the Influence of the ſame com- 
mon Spirit of Good-will and Charity ; 
and thus, though there be a Difference 
of Office, Employment, and Character, 
yet all being influenced by one and the 
ſame Spirit, © The firſt will be laſt, and 
« the laſt firſt.” K1xcs therefore, and 
thoſe who are in Authority, will exe- 
cute Judgment and Juſtice in the Earth, 
PRIESTSs, and thoſe who have ſpiritual 
Adminiſtration, will waiT ON THEIR 
MINISTRY, publiſhing the pure Laws 
of ſpiritual Order and Truth from the 
pure Love thereof. SoLD1its will be 
courageous from Principle, and will be 
valiant in Defence of the juſt Laws of 
Nations, but without Violence, Injul- 
tice, or Cruelty. Mtrxcnants will 
purſue Commerce, not in the Spirit of 

| Coye- 
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Covetouſneſs, but of univerſal Good- 
will, to open the Doors of Communi- 
cation between diſtant People, in the 
Way of mutual Comfort, Convenience, 
and Benevolence. Mzecnanics will 
be ſkilful and induſtrious, each in his 
ſeveral Occupation, but without Vice 
and Artiſice. SchorAxs will ſtudy 
the Sciences, not in the Pride thereof, 
but in the pure Affection of Truth, 
to adorn the heavenly BRIDE, THE 
LAMB's WIE, WITH RAIMENT OP 


NEED LE-WORE. All Orders and Ranks 


of Men, in ſhort, will be upright, 
faithful, content, and diligent, In their 
ſeveral Callings, from a ſincere Prin- 
ciple of GLoky To GOD AND Goop- 
WILL TOowarDs MEN. Such, it ap- 
pears to me, vill be ſome of the bleſſed 
Effects ariſing from a right Reception 


of the Doctrines of the NEW Cuurcn, 
and 


E . 
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and Application of them to the Life; 
and I am ſure, Sir, that both you, and 
every ſincere Chriſtian, muſt be ready 
to join us in earneſt Prayer, that TA 
Kincpoms of THIS WORLD MAY 
THUS BECOME THE KINGDOMS OP 
oUR LORD AND OF HIS CHRIST. 


FAREWELL. 


#7 W- 7.8 
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An Account of the Dodrines of the 
New JzxusALEM CnuURCH according 
Zo the Writings of Baxon SwEDEN- 
BORG; With the LITE of the AUTHOR. 


From Hurd's Hiſtory of all Religions. 


HIS Infant Church has hitherto been but 

little noticed; but from the very in- 
tereſting Nature of it's Doctrines, as well as 
from the Numbers which are daily flocking to 
it, in different Parts of the World, it ſeems 
highly probable that it will ſoon become an 
Object of very general Attention and Inquiry. 
It is worthy of Remark, that the Profeſſors and 


Members of this NRW CHURCH ſeem totally 


free from that PARTY ZEAL and SECTARIAN 
SPIRIT which modern Enthuſiaſm has made 
the CharaQteriſtic of too many, and which 


muſt ever prove detrimental to the Intereſts 
of true Religion, A Principle of umverſal 


Love 


U » 
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Love and Benevolence, extended not only to 
thoſe who difter from them in point of Senti- 
ment, but even to their very Enemies (if they 
have any) ſeems to be a gener:] and diſtin- 
guiſhing Feature of this NEW] CHURCH, and 
ſtamps an Authority upon it's Doctrines, 
which might otherwiſe from their Novelty be 
doubted and diſregarded. 

But before we ſpeak of the Doctrines them- 
ſelves, we will firſt take a ſhort View of the 
Life of their Author, his Rank in the King- 
dom to which he belonged, and the Character 
he has always borne with the learned World, 

Baron Swedenvorg was born at Stockholm, 
in the Year of our Lord 1689. His Father's 
name was Jeſper Swedberg, Biſhop of .Weſt- 
Gothia, and a Man of celebrated Character 
in his Time, He enjoyed early the Advan- 
tages of a liberal Education, and being natu— 
rally endowed with uncommon Talents for the 
Acquitement of Learning, his Progreſs in the 
Sciences was rapid and extenſive ; and at an 
early Period in Life he diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
by ſeveral Publications, which gave Proof of 
equal Genius and Erudition. 


Did 
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Did Occaſion permit, we might here give a 
long liſt of our Author's literary and philo- 
ſophical Productions; but as our Subject leads 
us more particularly to the Conſideration of 
his Theological Character and Writings, we 
ſhall only obſerve concerning his other Works, 
that they are held in high Eſteem by the 
Learned in all Parts of Europe, bearing evi- 
dent Marks of extraordinary Genius, exten- 
ſive Erudition, ſolid Judgment, and important 
Diſcovery, and (what was a diſtinguiſhing 
Feature in all his Publications) of moſt orderly 
and methodical Arrangement. See on this 
Subject the Eulogy on Baron Swedenborg, 
compoſed and delivered by Mr, SANDALL, 
before the Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, 


and lately tranſlated into Engliſh, See alſo Re- : 


marks of M. ThE Marquis DE Trowr, 
on an Aſſertion of the Commiſſioners appointed 
by the French King, for the Examination of 
Animal Magactiſm, &c, communicated to 
the Authors of the JouRNAL ENxcxcro— 
PEDIQUE, and inſerted in the Vol. of 1 Sep- 
tember, 1785, "Tome VI. Part II. 
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Such extraordinary Genius and Learning, | 
ſupported by ſuch Purity ot Life, and Upright- 1 
neſs of Character, were not likely to be long 
concealed from public Notice. Accordingly 
we find, that at a very early Age Mr. Swed- 

berg became an Object of Royal Attention 
and Favour, being admitted to frequent Con- 
verſe with Charles XII. then King of Sweden, | 
and appointed by him to the Cffice of Aſſeſſor 5 
of the Metallic College, a Place of great pub- 7 

lie Truft, and much Emolument. He was 
alſo ennobled in the Year 1719, by Queen 
Ulrica Eleanora, and named SWEDENBORG, 
from which Time he took his Seat with the 
Nobles of the Equeſtrian Order, in the tri- 
ennial Aſſemblies of the States, He was made 
a Fellow, by Invitation, of the Royal Acade- 
my of Sciences at Stockholm, and had a like 
Honour conferred on him by Foreign Societies, 
He lived in much Eſteem with the Biſhops 
and Nobles of his own Country, and his Ac- 
quaintance was alſo ſought after by the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed Characters in various Parts of 
Europe, with many of whom he continued to 
correſpond till his Death, 
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| Theſe temporal Honours and Advantages, 
in the Eyes of many, might perhaps appear of 
much Account, but by Baron Swedenborg, 
they were conſidered only as Things of ſmall 
Importance, eſpecially when compared with 
the Honour to which about this 'Time (in the 
Year 17.3) he was called, of a Nature ſo ex- 
traordinary, and in a Manner {6 memorable, 
that we ſhould be tempted to ſuppreſs the Re- 
lation, as having the Appearance of Incredi- 
bility and Enthuſiaſm, did not the Cauſe of 
Truth require it, not only in enabling us to 
account for the Author's future Life and 
Writings, but alſo in reſpe& to the Sanction 
and Authority which were hereby itamped 
upon them. 

As Baron Swedenborg has himſelf given a 
Relation of this Event, we think it beſt to 
confine ourſelves to his own Words, ſince we 
would not willingly miſrepreſent it, either by 
magnifying or diminithing the real Circum- 
ſtances attending it, The account is taken 
from a Letter written to a Friend, not many 
Years before his Death ; in which ſpeaking of 
his Temporal Circumſtances, he thus expreſ- 

> expreſſes 
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expreſſes himſelf, ** Whatever of worldly Ho- 
** nourand Advantage may appear to be in the 
Things before mentionec', I hold them but 
as Matters of low Eſtimation, when com— 
pared to the Honour of that Holy Of- 
hce, to which the Lord himfelf hath 
called me, who was graciouſly pleaſed to 
manifeſt Himſelf to me his unworthy Set- 


vant, in a perſonal Appoarangey in the 


Year 1743, to cpen in me a Sight of 
« the Spiritual World, and to enable me to 


4 a — 


converſe with Spirits and Angels, and this 
Privilege has continued with me to this 
% Day, From that Time I began to print 
* and publiſn various unknown Arcana, 
which have been either ſeen by me or re- 
vealed to me, concerning Heaven and Hell, 
„ the State of Man after Death, the true 
„ Worſhip of God, the ſpiritual Senſe of the 
„ Scriptures, and many other important 
„ Truths tending to Salvation and true Wiſ— 
„ dom,” 

]: is eaſy to ſee what different Judgments 
will be formed by different Perſons concerning 


the above Relation, The Atheiſt and Infidel 
will 
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will regard the Things contained in it as im- 
poſſible, and will inſtantly reject it under that 
Idea: The Wit and the minute Philoſopher will 
ridicule it as extravagant, and pronounce it 
the mere Effect of a warm and deluded Im- 
agination : Even the ſerious and well-in- 
ſtructed Chriſtian will have his Doubts con- 
cerning it's Reality, and will ſuſpe& the Fact, 
though he will not diſpute it's Poſſibility. Su- 
pernatural Events, in all Ages of the World, 
have thus divided the Sentiments of Mankind, 
nor is it to be expected that in our own Age 

we ſhall be better agreed touching the Truth 
of a Relation ſo marvellous and miraculous, 
ſupported only by the Teſtimony of a ſingle 
Witneſs, Caution likewiſe on ſuch Occaſions 
has always been deemed expedient by the truly 
good and enlightened, left giving too haſty an 
Aﬀent to Things extraordinary, they ſhould 
encourage Impoſture, and put it in the Power 
of weak or i!l- diſpoſed Perſons to eſtabliſh an 
Authority over the Minds of others, grounded 
only in the Infirmities or Depravities of their 
OWN, 


L494 But 
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But as an indiſcriminate Reception of every 
ſupernatural Relation is dangerous, ſo an in- 
diſcriminate Rejection is no leſs ſo, and have 
therefore ever been equally avoided by all wiſe 
Men. Candour to examine, and Judgment to 
diſtinguiſh between Truth and Error, between 
Realities and Appearances, have for this Rea- 
fon at all Times been accounted eftimable 
Virtues; and general Rules for the Direction 
of the Judgment have accordingly been eſtab- 
liſhed and univerſally received, whereby the 
upright and ſincere might be preſerved from 
the Miſchiefs attending a blind Credulity on 


the one Side, and a perverſe Incredulity on 
the other, 


It is not our Province at preſent to point out 
what thoſe Rules are, much leſs to apply them 
to the Caſe in Queſtion : We beg Leave how- 
ever to ſuggeſt, with all Deference to the 
Sentiments of others, that it is the Duty of 
every candid Chriſtian to examine well the 
Credibility of the above Teſtimony, and this 
without Partiality and without Prejudice, in- 
aſmuch as the general Intereſts of Truth, 
wluch ought to be dear to every one, may be 


greatly 
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greatly affected by ſuch an Examination. 
And as the Tenor of Baron Swedenborg's Life, 
dated from the above Event, to his Death, 
together with his Writings and the Doctrines 
therein contained, muſt needs have great and 
deſerved Weight in the Determination of an 
impartial Judgment; it appears farther to be 
the Duty of every ſincere Inquirer after the 
Truth, not to pronounce any Sentence, till 
he has faithfully and diligently weighed the 
ſeveral Circumſtances reſpecting the latter 
Period of our Author's Life, as well as the 
Nature and Tendency of the Books written by 
him during that Period, - 

For the Information of ſuch Inquirers the 
following Particulars were collected, and to 


their ſerious Conſideration they are ſubmitted. 


- It is well known that Baron Swedenborg, 
after the above extraordinary Call to be an In- 
ſtructor of Mankind, dedicated himſelf entirely 
to the great Work which was aſſigned him, 
The future Part of his Life was ſpent, agree- 
ably to the high Commiſſion he had received, 
in ſtudying diligently the Word of God, in 
opening and elucidating the great Truths 

| therein 


10 Account or BARON 
therein contained, and in publiſhing them to 
his Fellow- creatures, together with the im- 
portant Inſormation made known to him con- 
cerning another World. For this Purpoſe he 
frequently left his native Country to viſit diſ- 
tant Cities, particularly London and Amſter- 
dam, where all his Th. ological Works were 
printed by him at a great Expence, and with 
little Proſpe& or Probability of a Reimburſe- 
ment. Wherever he reſided on his Travels, 
| (according to the Teſtimony of a late Writer, 
who was perſonally acquainted with him) 
« he was a mere Solitaty, and almoſt inac- 
de ceſſible, though in his own Country of a 
cc free and open Behaviour. He affected no 
ce Honour but declined it; purſued no worldly 
<« Intereſt, but fpent his Time in travelling 
aid printing, in Order to communicate In- 
ce ſtruction and Benefit to Mankind. He had 
& nothing of the Preciſian in his Manner, 
ec nothifig of Melancholy in his Temper, and 
ec nothing in the leaſt bordering on Enthuſtaſm 
4 in his Converſation or Writings.” See the 
Rev. Mr. Hartley's Preface to the Treatiſe on 
Influx, &. &c. alſo to the Treatiſe on Heaven 
and 


* 
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and Hell. To this may be added, that he 


affected no Singularities, neither was he elated 


by Reaſon of his extraordinary Gifts, ſo as to | 
aim at any Preheminence in Spiritual Things, 
or to ſet himſelf up as the Head 'of a Party. 
Far from the Spirit of a Sectarian, he loved 
good Men wherever he found them, and ap- 
proved the Truth by whomſoever it was 
Taught ; nevertheleſs he was bold and free to 


cenſure Vice under all its Forms, and amongſt 


all it's Adherents z and to point out Errors, 
howſoever re ſpectable the Names which gave 
them Authority. In ſhort, his whole Life, 


from the Date of the above memorable Event, 


i d * 1 2 «ba; 
ud * e * 0 


appears to have been that of a Man called to 
eminent and extraordinary Services; being 
orderly, prudent, pure, humble, and bene- 
ficent, ſuitable to the Heavenly Intercourſe 
to which he was admitted, He died at Lon- 
don, in the Year 1772, and after lying ia 
State was interred at the Swediſh Church, 
near Radcliff- Highway, 

It has been ſaid indeed by ſome, and re- 
ceived implicitly without further Examina - 
tion by others, that Baron Swedenborg, aſter 


receiving 
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receiving or pretending to receive the above 
extraordinary Commiſſion, was mad, and be- 
came totally deprived of his rational Senſes z 
but this Inſinuation is ſuch a palpable Contra- 
diction to Truth, and ſuch an Inſult to common 
Senſe, being over-ruled by every Page of our 
Author's Writings, as well as by every Act of 
his Life for nine and twenty Years together, 
after that Period, that we {hould have thought 
it altogether unworthy our Notice, were we 
not aware that it operates powerfully with 
many even at this Day, to prejudice them 
againſt a Character which otherwife they 
would revere, and againſt Writings from which 
they would otherwiſe receive the moſt wel- 
come Inſtruction, whilſt in the mean Time 
they can give no reaſonable Account of that 
Prejudice, nor trace it's Origin to any better 
Source than the unjuſt Calumny uttered of old 
againſt another reſpectable Name, Paul, 


thou art beſide thyſelf; much Learning doth 
make thee mad.“ Acts xxvi. 24. 


ut to return. It is in the Writings of the 
Studious and Contemplative that we muſt 
read their Lives, and learn what they were; 

| and 
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and if we look at Baron Swedenborg in this 
View, we are aſtoniſhed at the Greatneſs of 
his Labours, the Extent of his Knowledge, 
the Purity and Conſiſtency of his Doctrines, 
the Order and Perſpicuity of his Diſcuſſions, 
all which beſpeak a Mind vaſtly above the 
common Sort, indefatigable in it's Exertions, 
profound in it's Reſearches, illuminated and 
clear in it's Perceptions, pious, ſober, and 
. ſolid in it's Principles, 

The ficſt of his Theological Works which 
preſents itſelf to our Obſervation is the ARe 
CanNA CcoLEsTIA, or Heavenly Myſteries 
contained in the Sacred Scriptures, being an 
Explanation of the Books of Geneſis and 
Exodus. This Work was publiſhed at Lon» 
don, from the Year 1747. to. the Year 1758, 
in eight Volumes 4to. and contains ſuch a Va- 
riety of important Matter as can only be con- 
ceived by an attentive Reading of the Work 
itſelf. It's general Deſign is to aſſert and 
prove the Spirituality and Divinity of the Sa- 
cred Scriptures, whereby thoſe holy Records 
are eſſentially diſtinguiſhed from all other 
Bovks, and to ſhew wherein ſuch Spirituality 

and 
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and Divinity conſiſt, The pious Reader is 
herein ſurprized and delighted to find, that 
the holy Word of the Lord throughout con- 
tains an internal or ſpiritual Senſe, totally 
diſtin from that of the Letter, yet united 
and making one with it in the Way of Cor- 


reſpondence. This internal or ſpiritual Senſe 


is elucidated through the Books of Geneſis and 
Exodus, and occaſionally, in the Way of Il- 
luſtration, through moſt of the other Books 
both of the Old and New Teſtament; whereby 
it is made appear, that not only the prophe- 
tical, but even the hiſtorical Parts of the ſa- 
cred Word, under the Cover of the Letter, 
contain infinite Treaſures of heavenly Wiſ- 
dom, accommodated to the Underſtandings | 
of Angels and Mer, and relating to the Lord 
himſelf in a ſupreme Senſe, to his Kingdom 
and Church in an inferior Senſe, and to the 
Regeneration of Man, which is the Opening 
and Formation of the Lord's Kingdom and 
Church in him, in the loweſt or moſt parti- 


cular Senſe, The apparent Contradictions of 


the Letter are hereby ſhewn to be groundleſs, 
and we are no longer offended with thoſe 
hiſtorical 
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hiſtorical Relations, which in many Caſes 
ſeem irreconcileable, trivial, and unworthy of 
the divine Author; for in the Spirit, or ſpi= 
ritual Senſe, all is ſeen to be harmonious, im- 
portant, and worthy of God, Beſides this 
ſpiritual Opening of the Holy Scriptures, 
whereby they are rendered moſt precious and 
edifying to every ſerious Mind, the Work be- 
fore us contains various memorable Relations 
of what was ſeen and heard by the Author in 
the World of Spirits, together with curious 
Illuftrations of the Doctrine of Correſpondence 
in particular Relation to the human Body; the 
| Whole together forming a Book full of moſt. 
heavenly Inſtruction for all who have any 
Meetneſs or Deſire. to fee © TRR Won- 
DROUS THINGs of Gop's Law.” 

The Work of our honourable Author, 
which occurs next in order of Time, is his 
TrxEATISE on HEAVEN AND HELL, or an 
Account of the wonderful Things therein 
heard and ſeen, publiſhed alſo at London, in 
the Year 1758, in one Volume, 4to. In this 
Work the Vail is in ſome Sort drawn gſide, 
which ſeparates between the viſible and invi- 


2 ſible 
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| ſible Worlds. The pious Reader is as it were 


introduced into the heavenly Societies, and 
taught the Laws and Manners of that bleſſed 
Kingdom, which is THE INHERITANCE of 
THE SAINTs IN LIGHT. Various, and here- 
tofore unknown Particulars relating to the 
Peace, the Happineſs, the Light, the Order 


of Heaven; together with the Forms, the 


Functions, the Habitations, and even the 
Garments of the heavenly Inhabitants, are 


treated of, all tending to cheriſh in the de- 
; vout Soul magnificent Ideas of the Goodneſs, 


the Wiſdom, and the Power of God, and the 
Glories of his Kingdom, and to ſtir it up to 
the Love and the PraQtice of Virtue, In this 
Work is experimentally proved, that Heaven 
is not a State of arbitrary Appointment, to 
which all may be admitted indiſcriminately, 
without Regard to their Tempers and Habits 
of Life, but that it is a State ariſing from the. 


good Aﬀettions of the Heart, and a Corre- 


ſpondency of the Thoughts 4nd Actions, as 
grounded in fincere Love towards God and 
Man, and operating according to the Laws of 


Order, which are the Truths of the holy 
Com- 
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Commandment. In the fame Work may be 
ſeen the unhappy Lot ot thoſe who forget God, 
which Lot, like that of the Bleſſed, is ſhewn 
to be, not of arbitrary Appointment, but the 
neceſſary miſerable Conſequence of an evil 
and thoughtleſs Life, enſlaved by the vile Af- 
fections of Self-Love and the Love of the 
World, without ever being brought under the 


Regulations of heavenly Love by a right Sub- 


miſſion of the Will, the Underſtanding, and 
the Actions, to the Truth and Spirit of 
Heaven, which is the holy Law or Word of 
God. Nothing can be conceived more edify- 
ing. more animating, or more awful, than 
the Whole of this Work: it tends to 
ſtrengthen every Inclination to Virtue, by 
pointing out the Particularities and Realities 
of it's Rewards, and at the ſame I ime to 
check the Powers of Evil, by exhibiting the 
various Forms of eternal Darkneſs and Mi- 
ſery which await it in another World, 

In the ſame Year, and at the ſame Place, 


our Author publiſhed the following ſmaller 


TraQts in Quarto, viz, 1. Of the New Jeruſa- 
lem and it's Heavenly Doctrine. 2. Of the 
Z 2 Laſt 
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Laſt Judgment, and of the Deſtruction of 
Babylon. 3. Of the White Horſe ſpoken of 
in the Revelations, 4. Of the Earths in the 
Univerſe, and their Inhabitants; and in the 
Year 1763, 1. The Doctrine of the New 
Jeruſalem concerning the Lord. 2. Con- 
cerning the Sacred Scripture. 3. The Doc- 
trine of Life for the New Jeruſalem. 4. A 
Continuation of the Subject concerning the 
- Laft Judgment, and concerning the Spiritual 
World. All theſe Treatiſes by their Titles 
announce Matters of weighty Diſcuſſion and 
Information, nor do they diſappoint the Ex- 
pectations they excite, But we ſhall paſs by 
them, (only recommending them to the 
Reader's ſerious Peruſal) that we may be the 
more particular in our Account of the larger 

Works which follow, and which arc theſe ; 
1. AnGeLic WIspou IN REGARD TO 
THE Divinx Love AND Diving WIS DOM. 
This Work was publiſhed in Quarto, at Am- 
1 ſterdam, in the Vear 1763. and contains 
perhaps one of the moſt complete, edifying, 
and ſatisfactory Syſtems of Metaphyſics that 
the World ever ſaw, The Reader is no 
longer 
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longer perplexed with the unintelligible 
MonaDs of Leibnitz, the SUBTLETIES of 
Deſcartes, the IpEALITIES of Malbranche 
and Berkeley, or ſhocked with the BLASPHE- 
 MIEs of Spinoza, and the pernicious Tenets of 
modern Materialiſm; but a clear, ſimple, 
yet moſt magnificent View of the Creator 
and of Creation is opened to his Underſtand- 
ing. The great Line of Diſtinction is drawn 
between God and Nature, between the 
Worker and the Work, and the enlightened 


Mind is enabled thereby ſo to ſeparate be-. 


tween the one and the other, as to avoid all 
that Confuſion, which n moſt other Syſtems 
is ſo apt to embarraſs, not to-ſay pervert the 
Ideas of the Reader. Spirit and Matter have 
each their ſpecial Boundaries allotted them, 


and it is ſhewn that each have their ſeveral. 
diſtint Degrees, but that theſe Degrees are 


ſuch, that it is impoſſible the pureſt Degree 
of what is material ſhould ever become ſpiri- 
tual, or that the loweſt Degree of what is 
ſpiritual ſhould ever become material. It is 
further ſhewn in this truly wonderful Work, 
how all Degrees, both of what is ſpiritual and 

23 what 
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what is natural, are united in Man, and that 
the ſeveral ſpiritual Degrees are opened in 


him, whenſoever he hath a right Reſpe& to 
| his Creator, and ſubmits his Life to the Re- 
gulations of the Laws of Divine Order. The 


great Doctrine of Forms alſo is proved and 
illuſtrated in this Work, whereby is made 
manifeſt this intereſting Truth, that all the 
Subjects of Creation, under all their indefi- 
nite Varieties, whether ſpiritual or natural, 


are merely Forms diverſely organized, and 


thereby diverſely accommodated to the Re- 
ception of Life, not poſſeſſing in themſelves 
any living Principle inherent in them as thelr 
own, but receiving, exerciſing, and enjoying 
ſuch a Principle by continual Influx from 
another, and thus finally from God, the only 
Fountain of all Life. According to this Doc- 


trine it is further ſhewn, that Man is a ſpiri- 


tual Form, receptive both of mediate and 
immediate ſpiritual Life, with all it's Bleſſings 


from God; an ordinate and upright Form, if 


he ſubmits his Life to the Laws of Order and 
Uprightaeſs, which are the Laws of God ; 
but an inordinate and inverted Form, if he 

| rejects 
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rejects thoſe Laws, in which latter Caſe he 
perverts the Divine Influx, and turns ſpiri- 
tual Life into ſpiritual Death, and Divine 
Bleſſing into the infernal Curſe. 

In the following Year a Sort of Companion 
to the above Work was publiſhed at the ſame 
Place, by our Author, entitled ANGELIC 

WisDoM CONCERNING THE DIVINE PRo- 
 viDENCE., The Deſign of this Work its to 
fhew that the Laws, according to which the 
Divine Providence operates, have Reſpect to 
Man's eternal Bliſs in the heavenly World, 
and of Conſequence to his Purification and 
Regeneration in this World, as the only poſ- 
fible Means whereby his future Well-being 
can be ſecured. On this Ground it is clearly 
evinced, how the Permiffion of Evil is con · 
ſiſtent with the Plan of the Divine CEconomy, 
and that the Proſperity of the Wicked in this 
Life is no Argument againſt the over-ruling 
Power and Order of an all-wiſe Adminiſtra- 
tion of Events, The Councils and Operations 
of the Deity in Regard to the Removal of 
Evils from Man, and his conſequent Purifi- 
cation. and Regeneration, are abundantly 


demon- 
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demonſtrated conſiſtently both with Scripture 
and Reaſon ; and herein the Free-will of the 
Creature is ſhewn to be perfectly reconcileable 
with the Omnipotence of the Creator, and a 
neceſſary Principle to be exerciſed in Co- 


operation with the Divine Influence, inaſmuch 


as otherwiſe the Creature can never be ren- 
dered a free Recipient of what is from God, 
and of courſe can never become truly and 
perfectly bleſſed in God, which is the great 
End of Man's Creation. Such are the weighty 
and intereſting Subjects treated of in this 
Work, and diſcuſſed with ſo much Order, 
Preciſion, ſound Judgment, and Conformity 
to the Sacred Writings, that it can never 
enough be recommended to the ſerious 
Peruſal and Conſideration of Mankind. 

But Works of equal or ſuperior Importance 
yet demand our Attention. In the Year | 
1764, the ArocaLyPSE REVEALED was 
firſt publiſhed in one large Volume, Quarto, 
at Amſterdam ; a Work of which it is impoſ- 
ſible to give the Reader any adequate Idea. 
Suffice it to ſay, that it contains a full and 


fatisfaftory Opening of the deep Arcana con- 


tained 
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tained in that myſterious Book, which the 
good and learned in all Ages have in vain 
endeavoured to unfold, From this Opening 


or Explanation it is made very manifeſt, that 


the prophetical Parts of the Revelations have 
immediate Reference not only to the paſt, but 
alſo to the preſent Times of the Chriſtian Diſ- 
penſation ; containing a full Hiſtory of the 
ſucceflive Declenſions of the Church from it's 
original Purity, till it is come at laſt to a mi- 
ſerable State of Babyloniſh Corruption and 
Confuſion. Howſoever the pious Reader may 
be troubled under this Idea, he will not fail 
to be equally conſoled under the certain Pro- 
miſes of The holy City New Jeruſalem 
« coming down from God out of Heaven, 
« prepared as a Bride adorned for her 


4% Huſband,” which Words are interpreted by 


our enlightened Author as deſcriptive of a new 
Diſpenſation of heavenly Truth, breakiag 
through and diffipating the Darkneſs which at 
this Day prevails on the Earth, whereby the 
Laws of the Divine Order, and the Economy 
of God's Kingdom, Providence, and marvel- 
258 Operations, will be more clearly and 

fully 
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fully underſtood, and the Hearts of Men will 
be thus opened to a nearer Intercourſe with 
Heaven, and rendered admiſſive of the purer 
Influences of goſpel Love and Charity in their 
Lives and Converſations, It is a Circum- 
0 ſtance which merits Conſideration, that the 
6 | deep Myſteries of this Book of the Revelations 
5 are opened by the ſame Key, (viz. the Doc- 
trine of Correſpondencies between Things 
ſpiritual and Things natural) which ſerved 
before to open the Books of Geneſis and 
Exodus ; and the Reader is amazed to ſee, by 
demonſtrative Evidence, how this is the true 
and only Key whereby the ſacred Writings 
. can be fully opened, explained, and recon- 
BY cCiled. 
This Work was ſueceeded by another in the 
Year 1768, and publiſhed at the ſame Place, 
entitled the DzL1GHTs or WisDOM RE- 
= SPECTING CONJUGAL Love, AND THE. 
PLEASURES OF INSANITY RESPECTING 
SCORTATORY Love, in one Volume, 
Quarto, The Title of this Work, at firſt 
Sight, does not ſeem to announce any Thing 


„ Connected with Religion or the Law of God, 
Fi but 
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but on Examination it is found that the In- 
tereſts of every Thing ſerious are united with 
the important Subject therein diſcuſſed ; which 
is no leſs than a ſcriptural and rational Inveſti- 
gation of the Origin, Nature, Laws, Uſes, 
End, and Duration of conjugal Love, and of 
it's Oppoſite, which is ſcortatory Love, By 


this Inveſtigation, which is equally clear, or- 


derly, and convincing, it appears that TRUE 
CONJUGAL Love has it's Ground in the 
Marriage Union of Love and Wiſdom, or of 
Goodneſs and Truth, conſequently in the 
Love of the Lord and the Church, acquiring 
a Degree of Power, Bleſſedneſs, Purity, and 
| Permanency in Man, proportioned to his Ad- 
vancement in ſuch Marriage Union, On the 
other Hand, it is as clearly proved, that 
SCORTATORY LOVE originates in the Diſ- 
junction of Love and Wiſdom, or of Goodneſs 
and Truth, conſequently of the Lord and his 
Church; and, according to the Meaſure of 
ſuch Disjunction, acquires it's miſchievous 
and condemning Power and Aſcendancy over 
the human Heart, Hence it is made manifeſt, 
that the State of true conjugal Love amongſt 


Men 
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Men has always kept pace with the State of | | 
Religious. Love and Wiſdom, being Spiritual | 
With the Spiritual, Natural with the Natural, 
and Carnal with the Adulterous, In this 
Work the Author likewiſe proves, in the moſt 
ſatisfactory and clear Manner, that true con- 
jugal Love can only ſubſiſt between one Huſ- 
band and one Wife, and thus cautions the 
Mind againſt that dangerous and Antichriſtian 
Doctrine of a Plurality of Wives, which has 
lately been propagated, and confirmed from 
certain Paſſages of the Old Teſtament falſely 
underſtood, It further appears from the Au- 
thor's Teſtimony in this moſt edifying and ex- 
traordinary Work, that conjugal Love remains 
after Death; and hence is ſuggeſted to every 
conſiderate Mind, a moſt powerful Argument 
to 2 good and religious Life, inaſmuch as the 
Bleſſedneſs of that Love in Eternity will de- 
pend altogether upon the Degree of Purification 
and Regeneration attained to by the ſincere 
Love of God, the right Underſtanding of his 
Laws, and a conformable Practice in the Life 
and Converſation, The Subject therefore of 


this Work, well conſidered, is worthy of all 
Attention 


o 
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Attention, and is earneſtly recommended to 
public Notice, 

Paſſing by two ſmall Treatiſes, the one en- 
titled A SUMMARY EXPOSITION OF THE 
DocTrINES OF THE NEW CHURCH, and 
the other CONCERNING the COMMERCE OR 
COMMUNICATION BETWEEN SOUL AND 
Bop, we come now to the laſt of our Au- 
thor's Works, publiſhed in quarto, at Amſter- 
dam, in the Year 1771, and entitled TRUE 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION, CONTAINING THE 
UNIVERSAL THEOLOGY OF THE New 
CHURCH, WHICH WAS FORETOLD BY 
THE LORD IN DANIEL vii. 13, 14; AND 
IN THE REVELATIONS xxi. 1, 2, It is re- 
markable, that this Work was written by 
Baron Swedenborg when in the eighty-ſecond 
Year of his Age, and yet exhibits all the Marks 
of a vigorous and lively Underſtanding. Tt 
may be conſidered as a Summary of all his 
other Theological Writings, in which his Doc- 
rines are as it were concentrated, and brought 
into one Point of View; and on this Account it 
is to be recommended to the Peruſal of all who 
with to get a general Idea of the Contents of the 

Aa preceeding 
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preceeding Books. The Subjects principally 
treated of in this Work are theſe: 1. Of God 
the Creator, and of Creation. 2. Of the 
Lord the Redeemer, and of Redemption. 3. 
Of the Holy Ghoſt, and of the Divine Ope- 
ration, and of the Divine Trinity. 4. Of 
the Sacred Scripture, or Word of the Lord, 
5. The Catechiſm, or Decalogue, explained 
as to it's external and internal Senſe: 6. Of 
Faith. 7. Of Charity, or Love towards our 
Neighbour, and of good Works, 8. Of Free- 
will, 9. Of Repentance. 10. Of Reform- 


ation and Regeneration, 11. OfTmputation, 


12, Of Baptiſm. 13. Of the Holy Supper. 
14. Of the Conſummation of the Age ; of 
the Coming of the Lord; and of the New 
Heaven and New Church. In the Diſcuſſion 
of theſe various Subjects may be ſeen our Au- 


thor's leading Sentiments on ſome of the chief 
Doctr ines of Chriſtianity, and wherein he differs 


from, as well as wherein he agrees with re- 
ceived Syſtems. In treating on the Gop- 
HEAD, he diſallows of a triperſonality in his 
Nature, contending that ſach an Idea is both 
erroneous and dangerous, grounded in a groſs 

Miſconception 
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Miſconception of the Divine Being, and ſerv- 
ing to diſtract the Minds of all true and ſin- 
cere Worſhippers, Nevertheleſs he acknow- 
ledges a Divine TRINIT I, though not a 
Trinity of Perſons, and proves from various 
Authorities, both of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, that this Trinity is in the ons PER- 
s$ON of our Lord JesuUs CHRIST, conſiſting 
of three diſtinct Powers or Principles, viz. 
the eſſential Divine Principle, the Divine- 
Human, and the Divine Proceeding, which 
together form one God or Lord, juſt as the 
Soul, Body, and Operations of Man form 
one Man, Agreeable to this Idea, the Lord 
Jssus CHRIST in the New Teſtament is 
ſhewn to be no other than the JEHOVAH of 
the Old, made manifeſt in the Fleſh, and eſ- 
ſentially united with the Human Nature or 
Principle, which he aſſumed and made Divine, 
from which Union proceeds the Sacred Ope- 
ration called in Scripture the HoLy GHOST. 
Having thus fully opened and explained his 
Doctrine concerning the Chriſtian Logd AND 
REDEEMER, he next proceeds to unfold the 
true Nature of REDEMPT10N, as conſiſting, 
not in a vicarious Sacrifice, and Atonement 


Aa 2 thereby 
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thereby of Divine Wrath, but in a real Sub- 
jugation of Hell or the Powers of Darkneſs, 
and in a Glorification of the Human Nature, 
whereby the Minds of Men were reſcued from 
impending Deſtruction, and had Power again 
given them to work out their Salvation, and 
become the regenerate Sons of God, From 
theſe important Subjects he proceeds to a Con- 


ſideration of the Sacred Scriptures, or Word 
of God, aſſerting their Divinity and Spiritu- 


ality, according to what was ſhewn above in 
ſpeaking of the Arcana Cœleſtia. In the re- 
maining Chapters may be ſeen what his Senti- 
ments are in Regard to a truly Chriſtian Life. 
He allows of no FA1TH but what is grounded 
in Cherity, and operates according to the Laws 
of eternal Truth and Order, which are the 
Commandments of God : Neither does he call 
that Charity, which frequently paſſes under 


the venerable Name, but defines it to be a 


living Principle of Heavenly Love in the Soul, 
leading it to depart from all Iniquity, and to 
act uprightly and ſincerely before God and 
Man in the Diſcharge of every Duty, and un- 
der every Engagement and Relation of Life. 
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He grounds the Neceſſity of REPENTANCE 
in the fallen State of the Human Soul, as im- 
merſed in Evil both Hereditary and Actual, 
from which it can never be delivered but by 
ſincere Examination of itſelf, in the Light of 
the Divine Truth, touching it's Evils, at- 
tended with an earneſt Deſire and Endeavour 
to depart from them. The Removal of Evils 
after ſincere Repentance is what is properly 
ſignified by the REM1sSION oF SINS; as the 
conſequent Growth of the Soul in the New 
Life of Faith and Charity comprizes, according 
to our Author, the full and perfect Senſe of 


Chriſtian Regeneration. Hence is ſhewn the 


Nature and Neceſſity of Man's FREE-wILL, 
together with the d read ful Conſequences of the 
PREDESTINARIAN SYSTEM, and the no leſs 
falſe and dangerous Tenets reſpecting an IM. 
PUTAT1ON of the Merits and Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt. Next are pointed out the trueEnd, 
Deſign, and Uſes of the two Sacraments 
of BAP TIsM and the Hol SUPPER, opened 
and explained agreeable to the Doctrine of 


Correſpondencies between Things Natural and 


Spiritual: And laſtly, amidſt the Depravity 
A a 3 and 
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and Darkneſs which have overſpread the Face 
of Chriſtendom at this Day, we are conſ«led 
by the Proſpect of a glorious Church, the NR 
IxRUSALEM DisPENSATION, or SECOND 
ADVENT OF OUR LoRD, as promiſed both 
in the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta» 
ment, conſiſting, according to our Author, 
not in the Deſtruction of the viſible Heavens 
and Earth, but in the Manifeſtation of the 
pure Laws of Order, which / are the Laws of 
Heaven, to Mankind, derived from the holy 
Word of God; whereby the Miſts of Error 
will be diſſipated, and the Divine Will made 
known more perfectly; ſo that if Man's Life 
be conformable thereto, he will be enabled to 

attain unto eloſe Conjunction with Heaven in 
the Spirit of Righteouſneſs, Truth, and Peace, 
and being reſtored to an heavenly Life, Form, 
and Image in this World, will hereafter moſt 
aſſuredly have his eternal Lot with the bleſſed 
in the heavenly Kingdom. 

Such are the great Gutlines of the Doc- 
trines delivered in the Writings of Baron 
Swedenborg, which from their Nature and 
Importance, as 5 well as from the extraordinary 

Character 
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Character of the Writer, moſt aſſuredly de- 
mand the ſerious Attention of every Chriſ- 
tian. Might we be permitted to give our 
Sentiments reſpecting their GENUINE TEN» 
'DENCY, we ſhould ſay, that they ſeem 
highly calculated to make Men think juſtly, 
and to live uprightly, virtuouſly, and peace- 
ably, according to the true Spirit of God's 
Commandments: they tend to deliver the 
Mind from the Intricacies and Perplexities of 
many erroneous Opinions which are at pre- 
ſent circulating in the Church, and at the ſame 
Time from the Diſorders of Fanaticiſm, Su- 
perſtition, and Enthuſiaſm, by opening, in a 
wonderful Simplicity, Purity, and Confif- 
tency, the great Laws of Order, which are 
the Laws of eternal Truth: they inculcate a 
high Reverence and Love for the Perſon of 
the REDEEM+R, by ſhewing who and what 
Hz is, and likewiſe for his holy Word, by 
unfolding the hidden Treaſures of Divine 
Wiſdom and Truth therein contained: they 
confirm every Motive to a religious and obe- 
dient Life, by exhibiting an experimental 
Teſtimony, ſuch as was never before vouch- 
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ſafed to Man, concerning the bleſſed Fruits of 
Holineſs, and the miſerable Conſequences of 


Sin, in another World. In ſhort, the Church 
has every Thing to hope from their univerſal 


Reception, and nothing to fear whilſt it con- 


tinues to be accounted an eſſential Character- 
iſtic of the Church TO KNOW AND Love 
THE LoRD JESUs CHRIST, AND KEEP HIS 
COMMANDMENTS, 


IT may now very naturally be aſked, whe- 


ther theſe Doctrines are any where publicly 


taught, and whether any particular Mode of 
Worſhip has been adopted by thoſe who em- 
brace them. But, according to the beſt In- 
formation we have been able to obtain, it does 
not appear that any Thing of this Kind has 
actually taken Place as yet; their chief Con- 
cern being an Attention to the Duties and 
Subſtance of Religion, without a tenacious 
Adherence to any of it's Forms, well know- 
ing that every Form or Mode of Worſhip is 
accepted by God, where his Word is acknow- 
ledged, and. the Sacraments duly adminiſtered, 


Societies, however, are already formed in 
| different 
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different Parts of Europe for propagating the 


Doctrines of Baron Swedenborg, all which are 


conducted in a- peaceable and becoming 
Manner ; and where Societies have not yet 
been eſtabliſhed, there are nevertheleſs many 
Individuals who admire his Writings, and 
declare their full and hearty Concurrence 
with all that he advances; particularly in 
England, France, Germany, Holland, Sweden, 
Ruſſia, Poland, Turkey, and even in the Eaſt 
and Weſt Indies, and America, 
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